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Improving the Service Funtion of Ecosystems
in Arid Regions and the Sustainable Development of
Grassland Industry and Animal Husbandry

—third discussion about the ecological risk of

grassland and environment resources and arousal

Li Dexin' Zhao Aitao’
(1 Ecological environment college, Agricultural University of Inner Mongolia, Huhhot, 010018
2 Grassland Station of Ningxia Huizu Autonomic Region, Yinchuan, 750000)

Abstract  The ecological environment in the arid and semiarid regions is very fragile, the artificial disturbance, such as destruc-
ting grassland and forestry, land reclamation, and overgrazing, destructed the vegetation, resulted in increasing desertification, is the
main cause for the formation of sand storm . Under the inclement natural condition, the fragile arid ecosystem under the long time arti-
ficial disturbance is finding itself in a dislocation of ecosystem construction and ecosystem funtion weakening or disappearing. The e-
cosystem has become ill one with distress syndrome. The service funtion of the ecosystem is weakened or disappeared. It would be the
ultimate result with such a change that resource would be exhausted, the productivity of the ecosystem would decrease, and the eco-
nomic development and mankind existence would be threatened. At present ,environmental conditions in arid areas are still in a wors-
ening trend and people in the areas are faeing serious ecological challenges, although some inprouements were made in certain locations
by continous efforts. It is lucky that mankind has drawn a lesson from the bitter experience of ecological catastrophe and serious eco-
nomical losses, and that people has hat more ecological awareness. Premier Zhu Rongji has instructed that the education for ecological
caution should be strengthened. He said, as the key of the development project of west China, the first strategic measure in the pro-
ject 18 priving ecological environment.

Key Words  grassland ecosystem, service funtion, grassland industry, sustainable development.
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