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Beethoven and His 32 Piano Sonatas

ZHAQO Gui— zhen
(Xinzhou Teachers University, Xinzhou 034000, China )

Abstract: The 32 Sonatas, like milestones, serve as distinct trails throughout Beethoven’s career of musical
composition, This selection is a must for piano players and a necessity for appreciation of music. To study the 32
Sonatas in accordance with his three periods of musical composition will enable us to better understand each of
his works. Due to limited space, the thesis is supposed to give an exploreration to his earlier works. It could be
summarized that, at the earlier stage of his sonatas composing, of which Pathetique is the greatest success, he"
gradually formed and established his own style by inheriting the styles of Haydn and Mozart.
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