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The Houtu Belief and the Public System in the Festival Ceremony
—— A Survey on the Tradition of Chunshe in Ancient China Through
the Temple Fair Held on the March 18™in Lunar Calendar in Houtu Temple
JIA Jun'!®

(1. School of Ethnology and Sociology. Minzu University of China. Beijing 100081. China:

2. School of Information and Communication Engineering. North University of China. Taiyuan 030051. China)

Abstract: "She” is an ancient Chinese cultural heritage and social heritage. and it is a combination of

spiritual belief and social structure. The concentrated expression of the worship on the Houtu is an annual

public regional faith tradition Sheri. Sheri especially Chunshe has formed relatively fixed customs and
taboos in the long history. also people consolidate and strengthen the stability of the faith community and
the regional community in the activities of Sheri. Because of the unique cultural soil. the traditional temple
fair held on the March 18"in lunar calendar in the Houtu Temple of Miaoqian village in Wanrong County,
south of Shanxi province. retains the festival tradition of the ancient Chunshe. Through the description of
the temple fair in the Houtu temple. the author analyzed and summarized the specific characteristics of the
ancient Chunshe. such as the primitive characteristic. the public characteristic. the religious characteristic
and the entertaining characteristic. The author pointed out that the ancient Chunshe plays an important
role in bearing the perfect expectations of the people. in regulating the lives of the people, and in

maintaining the the public social order in the rural society.
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