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The Dissemination and Influence of Beijing Opera in Japan in 20th Century

DING Man
(China Foreign Affairs University,Beijing100037,China)

Abstract: Soon after Mei Lanfang’ s tour to Japan in 1919, Zhao Biyun and his opera troupe performed Beijing opera in Ja-
panese Theatre Naniwa-za. In the next year after Mei’ s second tour to Japan in 1924, Green Peony and his troupe accepted the
invitation from Emperor Theatre to perform Beijing opera there. The former only received a lukewarm endorsement, but the latter
succeeded in one stroke. Two public performances inspired by Mei should be viewed as important parts of the study on Mei” s
performance in Japan, but was neglected in the past. The shabby stage of the theatre, the outdated plays and the failure to make
proper arrangement for the actors and actresses might accounted for the unpopularity of Zhao® s performance, while Green
Peony’ s success owned to many favorable factors. Mei’ s two previous tours paved the way for this performance, Japanese in-
tellectuals promoted Beijing opera and made the comparison between Mei school and Jing School, Japanese who lived in Beijing
and Shanghai had already formed good impressionson traditional Chinese opera, and also the Japanese society had changed a lot
in that five years. All these factors helped Green Peony and his troupe overcome hardships, manage to tour Japan and achieve
great success finally.
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