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Historical Review of Appearance of Model Opera

TAN Pei-yu
(Ludong University, Yantai 264025, China)

Abstract; After the foundation of the Peoples’ Republic of China, Mao Zedong attaches great importance to the political
and social functions of the drama. He hopes that the traditional artistic form can reflect the aspects of the modern life. So
he advocates the development of the modemn drama. The artists in the field of drama react positively to his summon. And
the development of the modern drama reaches a new level. Mao Zedong’ s wife Jiang Qing staris to interfere in the modern
drama. Based on the large quantities of outstanding plays appear on the celebration of the national Peking opera, Jiang
Qing uses the literature theory of “the Left” to adapt and bowdlerizes them and gradually obtains the official approval, and
the operas are officially named “The Revolutionary Model Opera”. Thereupon, “The Model Operas” come into people’s
eyes.

Key words: The Model Opera; Historical Review; Cultural Revolution



