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The ‘Legal Cases’ Between Lu Xun and Mei Lanfang
JING Xun',KONG Jian®

(1. Taishan University, Tai" an, Shandong, 271021;2.. Chinese Department of Shandong Normal University, Jinan, 250100)

Abstract: Lu Xun and Mei Lanfang are considered to be nationally and intemationally be renowned masters of
culture and art of the 1920’ s. However, as a criticizer of the old cultures of China, Lu Xun had a strong attitude
towards Peking Opera, especially ‘men acting as women' in traditional Peking Opera so much so that he even open-
ly criticized Mei Lanfang, the representative of Beijing Opera. Although Mr. Mei never disputed with him or even
reacted to his criticism all his life, the inharmonious relationship between the two great figures was really a great pity
in the Chinese literature history. Therefore, examining the origin and reason of this case will be of great significance
to a more complete understanding of the two great masters as well as the development of Peking Opera.

Key words: Lu Xun; Mei Lanfang; Cultural genius; Peking Opera; Nandan (female impersonator); criti-

cism; personal assault; personal injury



