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Abstract

Hui Opera, originally called “Hui Drama” or “Hui Tune”, is one of the main
types of opera which have long history and extensive influence. It has been more than
_ 300 years since its birth. It took its earlier shape in the region of Anqing, Shipai,
Chizhou and Songyang. With qingyang gqiang , kunshan giang and suqu as its
foundation, it gradually developed by taking in the quintessence of the traditional
opera which has been popular in the Qing Dynasty. The theatrical program of Hui
Opera is the carrier of the art, since the creation and appreciation of all the aspects of
the art, including script, performance, music, dance and directing, have to be realized
by specific theatrical program. The present study takes the theatrical program of Hui
Opera as its research subject and ex-plores the general situation, classification,
originality and features of The theatrical program of Hui Opera.

Chapter One is an introduction of the theatrical program of Hui Opera. including
the basis to establish the name and theatrical program of Hui Opera as well as a
general survey of this type of opera program .

Chapter Two is about the classification of the theatrical program of Hui Opera.
There are various ways to classify the theatrical program of Hui Opera. The present
study classifies it into marriage drama and historical drama from the perspective of
theme, and further surveys historical drama in a chronological order.

Chapter Three explores the originality and history of the theatrical program of
Hui Opera. lis originality generally consists of old stories of the Song and Yuan
Dynasties, legends of the Ming and Qing Dynasties, folklores, novels, head play and
inheritance and transplant of the repertoire of other type of operas, among which, the
inheritance of kunqu program receives the main concern. The latter part of this
chapter investigates the influence Hui Opera exerts on Beijing Opera and the
communication and interaction between these two kind of operas.

Chapter Four is devoted to discuss the nongovernmental feature of the theatrical
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program of Hui Opeta. The discussion is launched from the following aspects: the
nongovernmental narrative technique of Hui Opera; the reflection of the folk life and
civil ethics in the repertory works of Hui Opera; the strong flavor of life contained in
Hui Opera.

By examining the theatrical program of Hui Opera, the present study attempts to
paint a complete and true picture of the theatrical program of Hui Opera. On the
occasion when Hui Opera has been succes;sfully declared as the national non-material
cultural heritage, the author hopes that this dissertation can play its part as reference
material or theoretical support in the rescue, inheritance and mining of heritage Hui

Opera and in the future research into this kind of art.
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