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Abstract

With the focus on studying the individual case of the morden Shanghai Jingansi District, this
dissertation is to clarify the process of its urbanization as well as its features by illustrating how
Jingansi has developed from a small village into a prosperous city zone, which appears to be
distinctive, dynamic, and magnificent. The research in details can not only exhibit its original
appearance but also deepen the study of Shanghai history which will help us to know the urbanization
of the whole Shanghai.

Jingansi, which was originally full of old temple and rivers, was a village until 1843, when
Shanghai was opened to the world. In 1862, it became a town after the construction of the Bubbling
‘Well Road which was the main traffic line linking the foreign settlement with western suburb, which,
to some extent, accelerated the change of Jingansi district from a village to foreign settlement “back
yard garden” in the early 20th Century. In the 1930s, Jingansi district was the traffic center in the
downtown. The advanced transportation system and favorable location resuled in the further
commercial development and social improvement of the district. At the end of 1930s, the building
of commercial network there made Jingansi the trade center of Western Shanghai and eventually

completed the transformation from “foreign settlement garden” to “consumption circle”.

Key Words: Jingansi district, Temple Fair, Bubbling Well Road, Urbanization
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