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ABSTRACT

The hall theatre is a unique phenomenon in the history of Chinese theatre, and it is also a social
phenomenon of Chinese traditional cufture in a certain period. It exists together with other theatres;
troupes etc for a long time in the history of Chinese theatre, and is a popular folk activity since the
Ming and Qing dynasty. It has a clear target, mainiy made up of the host and the invited guests,
while the performance place is relatively free, both at the host's home and the hall or restaurant. Its
difference is mainly determined by the characteristic, purpose of the hall theatre and the host’s
£conomic power,

The late Qing and the early Republic is a period when the hall theatre is the most popular. It is
just at the special time when the hall theatre develops to the best since it appears in Ming dynasty.
For one thing, it is due to the changes of social structures that lead to those of the audience groups,
because of recreational or political reasons, the appearance of new warlords and its bureaucracy,
to some degree, promotes the prosperity. For another, the formation of Beijing Opera
replaces Kumquat which was ever the hegemony in Chinese theatre, yet there is no doubt that the
fanciers help a lot to improve the status of Beijing Opera. But no matter what kind of content,
form or occasion is the inner connotation of folk and etiquette should not be ignored. The hall
theatre itself is one respect of folk and etiquette, and its regulations and systems reflect rich folk
significance much more. As an ancient city, the centre of politics, economy and culture of the
whole country, the culture of the regions and the races blend in Beijing, which makes the folk
culture unique. It is just under such a historic and cultural background that Beijing hall theatre in
the late Qing and the early Republic reaches its peak.

The thesis is divided into three chapters. The first analyzes the history of hall theatre.The
carliest form dates back to the performances of 100games in Han's worship. Before the end
of Ming, at the banquet of officials and well-offs, theatre is their recreation. In the late Ming, hail
theatre prevails, and Kumquat becomes a major opera. At the same time, it gradually develops to
be the hegemon. Although because of dynastic changes in the early Qing, there is a short pause,
but the appearance of Beijing Opera in the late Qing makes hall theatre a new top. The second
chapter portrays the characteristics of folk culture in Beijing at the end of Qing and the early
Republic, also theatre's living environment.Theatre is as same as other literature and art. Itisa
reflection of all respects of social life, influenced by social politics and economy. Among which,
different andience classes has a direct effect on the content and purpose of hall theatre. The third
chapter concludes the performance morphology, and gives a detailed description of the
circumstances, different places of Beijing hall theatre and its processes.

KEY WORDS: Hall Theatre Theatre The late Qing dynasty and the early
RepublicMorohology Performance Place Folk Etiquette
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