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Abstract

“Revolutionary S ymphony: A Strategic Capture of Weihu Mountain”isa grandiose musical
composition adapted with arias and melodies of modern Beijing Opera and performed by the
Shanghai Symphonic Orchestra. This composition explores the methods and techniques for
creating large works by combining Western polyphonic skills and Chinese traditional operatic
styles. Following the model set by “Revolutionary Symphony: Sha Jia Bang”, this work is named
“Revolutionary Symphony”, even though, like “Sha Jia Bang.” it is actually an oratorio. This work
was created and performed for the first time in 1967 and classified as a “Model Play” in 1974 by
the Cemral Leading Group of the Culiural Revolution about eight years laier. In spite of
considerable influence by “Sha Jia Bang”, the way this work employs the chorus is so innovative
that it displays a special artistic character distinctive to “Sha Jia Bang”, This thesis is an attempt to
investigate the creation and musical structure of the “Weihu Mountain” composition by comparing
it to the oratorio “Sha Jia Bang” and the Beijing Opera “A Strategic Capture of Weihu Mountain™
from which this work was developed.

Key words: Cultural Revolution, “symphony”, “A Strategic Capture of Mountain Weihu”, musical
analysis, influence
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