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Abstract

Title: Study on Literature of The Theatre Monthly

Major: Drama and Film Studies

Name: Danrong Zhao Signature:
Supervisor: Junshi Sun Signature:
Abstract

The period of the Republic of China, especially the late 1920s
and the early 1930s, is the golden era of dramas, with excellent
actors and actresses and popular plays springing up, with
performing techniques improving and with different schools
competing. However, with the western dramas introduced and local
new plays and modern dramas coming into being, there was
co-existence new and old dramas in the drama field. New
dramatists rubbished old plays, and old plays themselves had many
flaws which were out of date. These factors lead to fierce debates
between new and old dramas about which one is better.

Against the background came The Theatre Monthly. It was a
professional drama review, aimed at refreshing national dramas. It
featured Peking Operas, along with local dramas and other Chinese
folk art forms. It advocated its ideas with the improvement of old
dramas. Besides, it well combined the commerce and
entertainment. Why old dramas declined and what measures should
be taken to improve them were the main topics to discuss. The
drama review also covered beautiful illustrations, dramatic facial
make-ups, celebrities’ stage photos and life photos and precious

calligraphy and paintings. All these are important to study the
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history and theories of dramas.

The thesis focuses on The Theatre Monthly, trying to describing
its birth, development and disappearance, introducing Liu Huogong,
the chief editor and uncover main problems discussed, such as the
activities of popularizing an actor or actress and the argument over
new and old dramas.

The part of introduction introduces the origin of the project, the
thoughts of studying and findings.

Chapter one is on Liu Huogong and his The Theatre Monthly.
Firstly, it gives a brief introduction of Liu’s life and all dramas and
other art forms he performed. Secondly, by studying different
developmental stages, it draws the conclusion that it’s a monthly
magazine with beautiful illusions, excellent essays and well-made
pages. Lastly, it studies the style of the magazine, classifying it into
five categories---pictures, pattern of the make-ups, paintings, prints
and words. The part of words is further divided into eight
subcategories, which are drama reviews, actor or actress reviews,
literary quotation in dramas, actors and actresses’ anecdotes, the
history of drama, life stories of celebrities, scripts and music books.
Furthermore, drama reviews include five parts. They are study on
scripts, singing techniques, performing techniques and costumes
and paraphernalia, music and instruments and study on the
organization of theatrical troupes.

Chapter two is about the change from famous Dans preference
to popularizing actors or actresses. Because of the stage focus
changing from the role of Sheng to Dan, the magazine paid attention

to famous Dan actors by opening special issues and essay

II



Abstract

competitions and other kinds of activities. Even when new dramas
were prevailing, the magazine kept on doing what it was always
doing. At that time, popularizing actors or actresses is mainly to
popularize Dans. This chapter dates back to the origin of the
behavior of popularization and then gives ways of popularizing by all
popularizing main parts of students, servicemen, politicians, rich
merchants and literati. The last part of this chapter elaborates
positive and negative effects, from which comes the conclusion that
negative effects overwhelmed the positive ones.

The third chapter evaluates new and old dramas in a scientific
way. It contrasts them in five aspects. They cover the writing styles
(in a realistic way or in a freehand way), the quality of plays, singing
levels, the stage arrangement and the differences between the
Peking school and Shanghai school.

Chapter four is about improvements on old dramas after learning
the flaws. Setting up the principles of drama improving, it expounds
the declining reasons and measures to improve from main parts of
dramas, which are actors and actresses, dramatists, audiences,
reviewers, theaters and directors. The magazine gave penetrating
reasons and simple and practical measures, which showed

professional and broaden academic understandings.

[ Key Words] The Theatre Monthly ~ Liu Huogong  Popularizing actors
or actresses ~ Drama improving

[ Type of Thesis] Basic type
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