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Abstract

It was Shanghai in 20th early century that witnessed a break-through of Peking
opera, a historical development therefore has been reinforced.Shanghai, as early
birthplace of Haipai Peking Opera , not only because of its unique geographical
location and social environment, but also because of the emergence of a number of
excellent performances of Haipai Peking Opera artists. They are innovative as well as
good at absorbing new things. At the same time, the new style of the Peking Opera
stage changed the public's viewing habits step by step, so the uniqueness of Haipai
Peking Opera formed its own artistic advantage.

Wusheng Opera is one of the very representative and mature forms of Haipai
Peking Opera. Wusheng Opera, as one of the most popular forms of Peking Opera, it
represents the turning point from Chinese traditional aesthetical form into the modern
aesthetical form. This paper uses Wusheng Opera of Haipai Peking Opera, as a focus
point to further understand China's dramatic art. This paper could therefore deepen the
research of Haipai Peking Opera, boosting the development of new artistic displines,
eventually enlarging influences of Peking opera both internally and externally.

Wusheng Opera of Haipai Peking Opera, different from tradition Wusheng opera,
is more a military play with military form or with a Haipai feature of “fighting
actively”. This article chooses a brand new research object, and it focuses on studying
Wusheng Opera of Haipai Peking Opera through its development in 20th century,
reviewing launching background of Wusheng Opera of Haipai Peking Opera, deeply
understanding the development of Wusheng Opera of Haipai Peking Opera. This
study introduces three features of Wusheng Opera -artists and performances,
innovations, and reason of tis prevalence, therefore it could be acknowledged that
Wusheng opera, as an important branch of Haipai Peking Opera, through innovation

and creation in the long practice, finally guaranteeing itself a certain place in the
I



opera history. In its development, many famous military characters emerged, again the
innovation of singing and speaking, music, actions, make-ups, characters, clothing
and scenes layout perfectly marks its transformation from tradition “vagueness and
beauty” to modern “authenticity and genuine”. It catches up the ride of time, which is
an inevitable historical trend and a historical development. Wusheng Opera of Haipai
Peking Opera is a product combining both eastern and western culture. In this opening
year, Opera is attracting more and more audiences. It is worth of studying its artistic
value, human values, the commercial value and aesthetic value. We shall keep its
essence while avoiding its dross, thus the study of it would be a practical part in future
Opera studies.

Keywords : Haipai Peking Opera, Wusheng Peking Opera, the Value of Wusheng
Opera
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