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Abstract Shanghai Normal University Master of Philosophy

Abstract

In the late Qing Dynasty and the beginning of R.O.C.Due to its rapid development,
Peking Opera in Shanghai had great influence at that time in Shanghai and even the
whole country ,which became one of the most popular artistic form. However, some
shortcomings and defects in itself also lead to its late development stagnation and it
was ignored by people. In the contemporary opera study field, most of the scholars
have been paying attention to the Beijing opera or Kun opera, Bangzi opera and etc,
but the systematic study on the Shanghai Opera is less. Through a period of data
access and analysis, I found that the Shanghai Opera have achieved a lot both in art
and aesthetics. In the current study, there is a lot of research for its artistic
achievements , so I attempt to do some research on them from the perspective of
aesthetics within my ability, and hopefully contribute to the study field of Peking
Opera in shanghai.

The late Qing Dynasty and the beginning of R.O.C is an important stage in the
transformation of Chinese classical aesthetics to modern aesthetics. Shanghai Opera
developed in this specific historical background also contained various features of the
aesthetics in the period of transition. In this paper, based on the lyrics of Peking Opera
in Shanghai, I am aimed to explore and analyze the new concept embodied in this
period of Peking Opera in Shanghai, which showed the aesthetic significance during
the transition in China's modern aesthetics.

Within a year's time, after I consulted many related script data and relevant theory
books, I am more confident that Shanghai Opera’s prevalence in the early part of the
twentieth Century had its historical inevitability, which was also a typical
representative during Chinese aesthetics period of transformation from the traditional
to the modern harmonious beauty. From it, we can see some harmony and moderation
of traditional classical beauty, and also can feel the noble sense of reality of the times.
Especially the latter became the biggest characteristics of Peking Opera in shanghai.
Shanghai Opera in comparison with Beijing opera, had the biggest feature of
innovation, was good at absorbing new ideas and new things, and could  reflect
social reality promptly. From the lyrics of Peking opera in Shanghai, the outstanding
and new concept mainly reflected patriotism, nationalism, equality between men

and women , women's emancipation, getting rid of opium, the thoughts of propaganda

II
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kindness and punishing the vicious , which were formed at the time of the specific
historical stage with the thoughts of the social significance .They were China
inevitable products of aesthetics in the period of transition , and played an important

role in promoting the formation of modern aesthetics .

Key words: Shanghai Opera; Aesthetic Transformation; Modernity
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