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Research on means of modulation among five piano sonatas

in Beethoven’s terminal years
Abstract:

The thesis regards the five piano sonatas in Beethoven’s terminal years as the research object,
analyze the parts of modulation in details, and summarize the means, types and features of
modulation among the piano sonatas.

The thesis can is divided into five parts: Chapter One is the introduction. It is formed by the
paraphrasing of modulation, research status and the main idea of the thesis. Chapter Two focuses
on the modulation of closely related keys. This part will expound the modulation from the original
tones to its dominant functional groups and subdominant functional groups (the original tones
include major and minor keys). Chapter Three is the modulation of far related keys. It discusses
the modulation from the diatonic and chromatic chords of the original tones into the common
chords. Chapter Four pays attention to the enharmonic modulation and other means of modulation.
The enharmonic modulation can be split into two sections which are the modulation of diminished
seventh chord and the modulation of augumented sixth chord. As to the other means of modulation,
they are the means of modulation that are used more often among the five piano sonatas in
Beethoven’s terminal years besides the above three means, which are the modulation by the note,
the modulation by the single part melody and contraposition of tonality. Chapter Five is the
conclusion, which is the final discussion of the above four chapters.

Based on the summary and conclusion of the means and types of modulation, we can find
that the modulation of the third relationship is used more frequently among the five piano sonatas
in Beethoven’s terminal years, which occupies 44% in all means of modulation, more than the
modulation of the fourth- fifth relationship and the modulation of the second relationship, which
occupations are respectively 32% and 24%. It shows that the modulation of the third relationship
is the main means of modulation. This means of modulation from classical modulation of the
fourth- fifth close relationship to the modulation of the third remote relationship reflects the
characteristic of Romanism, and it is one of the distinguishing features of the musical style in

Beethoven’s later years.

KEY WORDS: Beethoven; terminal years; the means of modulation; third relationship
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