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Research on the nongovernmental anti-drug
activities in the decade
before the Anti Japanese War

Abstract

The decade before Anti Japanese War is an active period of China’s anti-drug
activities, in the meantime, the majority of the people actively joined the anti-drug
campaign of whole society through various forms under the government's appeal,
raising a new high tide of China’s nongovernmental anti-drug activity after that at
the end of the Qing Dynasty ad the early republic of China.

After the establishment of Nanjing national government, domestic poisonous
drug planting and manufacturing were aggravated, drug trafficking and drug
manufacturing of officials and the public were rampant, Japan and other countries
also transported a lot of drug to China, resulting in an increasing number of drug
use. Faced with an increasingly serious drug problem, Nanjing National
Government carried out anti-drug efforts, calling the general public to actively join
the anti-drug cause, and encouraging people to participate in public anti-drug
activities for several times, which have promoted the development of civil anti-drug
activities. At the same time, since the end of Qing Dynasty, nongovernmental
anti-drug activities have not stopped. The majority of people have had a better
understanding of the drug and been aware of the importance of anti-drug, therefore
actively participated to anti-drug activities in this period.

The general public promoted the development of modern China’s anti-drug
activities through various forms, which resulted in the emergence of a large number
of anti-drug community and organization, in which the National Anti-drug
Association is the largest and the most far-reaching one. In addition to organizing
civil society organizations to carry out anti-drug activities, all sectors of society also
promoted anti-drug activities by newspapers and magazines, temple fairs and a
variety of art forms. The civil society led by the National Anti-drug Association
actively interacted with the government, criticizing the government's passive policy
of anti-drug, and making recommendations to Government, to promote the
government’s implementation of drug prohibition.

The decade before Anti Japanese War is not only a continuation of the



anti-drug activities at the end of Qing Dynasty, which is the climax of
nongovernmental anti-drug activities, but also a special manifestation of the
relationship between the government and the people in a particular historical period.
In general, the decade’s of anti-drug activities further promoted the drug control,
called for more people to actively participate in anti-drug work, at the same time
complemented the government's anti-drug efforts, promoted the development of
anti-drug activities of national government, which occupies an important position
in the anti-drug history. The research on the development of nongovernmental
anti-drug activities has a great significance and effect on carrying out current
anti-drug activities in China.

Keywords: Nanjing National Government; Drug prohibition; nongovernmental
anti-drug power
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