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Abstract

the research on the conservation movement during FDR administration

Conservation movement is a product of American society progress. In modern
times, to some extent, the rapid development of the U.S. economy was at the
expense of the environment, which led to a negative impact on the sustainable
development of the U.S.. During the early 1930s, Franklin Roosevelt was elected U.S.
president. Protecting natural resources was one of the important goals of the
government. Roosevelt implemented a series of policies and took some effective
measures to protect natural resources by means of federal government power,
achieving initial results. With the leadership of FDR, an upsurge of the second
Conservation was set off since the early 20th century, and laid the foundation for the
coming American environmental protection movement after World War Il.

This thesis does a history research on the second Conservation movement during
the FDR administration, including the background of the second conservation
movement, policies and measures implemented by the FDR government and the
achievements and the effect of the campaign. The main clue of this thesis is how to
form the decision on the campaign under the FDR administration.

This thesis is made up of five parts: the introduction is about the cause and the
significance of the topic, the summary of former academic research at home and
abroad, the academic value and innovation of the thesis and so on included.

The first part introduces the background on the rise of the second conservation
movement. The early government had taken some measures to protect natural
resources and reached the first upsurge of the conservation movement during the
Progressive Era., which provided a history background for FDR government. When
Franklin Roosevelt took office, the U.S. was experiencing the most serious economic
crisis in the history. Meanwhile, the ecological environment was gradually damaged.
Droughts, dust bowls, floods and other natural disasters occurred frequently, so
natural resources needed to be protected urgently. The Great Depression and the
environmental crisis forced the president to carry out the campaign to save the
economy and the environment simultaneously. FDR took actions to start the
conservation movement rapidly and efficiently after the inauguration of the
president.

The second part focuses on how to carry out the second conservation movement.
The movement is the result of a combined effect which contains the leadership of
FDR, cooperation of the Congress and the support of the Cabinet members and other
federal government officials and all kinds of associations. Thanks to their efforts, the
campaign was developed smoothly. Undoubtedly, Roosevelt was the leader and chief
designer of the campaign. He carried out the conservation work creatively by the



establishment of the Civilian Conservation Corps, the TV.A., Soil Conservation Service
and a series of organizations. Congress approved a number of legislation on the
conservation and appropriated financial fundings to help president to realize the
conservation goals timely. At the same time, Cabinet members and other federal
officials make recommendations to the president immediately, and carry out the
specific work and projects of the campaign. With the development of the
conservation, the target of the conservation movement become clear gradually.

The third part introduces policies and measures taken by the FDR government
and achievements during the second conservation movement. It mainly focuses on
the protection of forest resources, soil resources, and comprehensive development
and utilization of water resources and so on.

The fourth part make an assessment by pointing out the advantages and
disadvantages of the conservation movement. Although there are many
shortcomings in the campaign under the FDR government, but it is certain that its
resources were well protected and the environment was greatly improved. Also, the
federal government strengthen the management of environment after World War I1.

Keywords: America; Franklin D. Roosevelt; Conservation Movement
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¥ United States Statutes at large,49:1570-79
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® House Miscellaneous Documents, 1-369,75 Congress, 1 session(1937), Documents No. 261, creation of National
Planning Board to provide for conservation and development of national resources, message form the president
of United States transmitting the proposed creation of regional authorities or agencies to be known as the
National Planning Board to provide for the regional conservation and development of national resources.

© U.S. Congress, House of Representatives, Committee on Rivers and Harbors, Hearings before the Committee on
Rivers and Harbors, 75 Congress, 1 session(1937), on H.R. 7365 and H.R. 7863, bills to provide for the regional
conservation and development of the national resources and for other purposes, July and August 1937,1-452.
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ﬁf John Leshy, FDR’s Expansion of Our National Patrimony: A Model for Leadership.
? White, Graham and John Maze.1985. Harold Ickes of the New Deal. Cambridge, Massachusetts:Harvard
University Press. p96.
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(f} Harold L. Ickes, Autobiography of a Curmudgeon(New York, 1943), 1-343.

@ A. L. Riesch Owen, Conservation under F.D.R., p67.

© New York Times, February 27, 1934,

1 Clark, Jeanne Nienaber. 1996. Roosevelt’s Warrior: Harold L. Ickes and the New Deal. p161.
? OF 402, September 7, 1934, Ickes to F.D.R.
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¥ OF 79, July. 1933. Wallace to F.D.R.
“ F.D.R. Papers, Presidential Secretarial Files 1937, Agriculture, Box 26,1937, Wallace to F.D.R.
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o Campaign Book of the Democratic Party: Candidates and Issues (Democrat National Committee, 1932),
pamphlet.

@ Congressional Record, 73 Congress, special session of Senate (1933), 5.

© “Roosevelt to the Congress, The White House, March 21, 1933,” in Edgar B. Nixon, ed. , Franklin D. Roosevelt
and Conservation 1911-1945, Vol. 1, p.143.
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© Robert E. Sherwood, Roosevelt and Hopkins: An Intimate History (New York, 1948), 49-106,200-10
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ﬁf New York Times, February 27, 1934.
2 Congressional Record, 73 Congress, 2 session (1934), 10, 311-12.
® Report of the Secretary of Agriculture, 1934 (Washington, 1934), 1-111.
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@ Congressional Record, 74 Congress, 1 session (1935), 96.

© Congressional Record, 75 Congress, 2 session (1937), 187-89, “Conservation Phases of Government’s Power
Program,” articled by Harold Ickes.

© Congressional Record, 75 Congress, 1 session(1937), 1228.
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(f} A. L. Riesch Owen, Conservation and F.D.R., p131.

® A. L. Riesch Owen, Conservation and F.D.R., p134.

© Reforestation by the C.C.C., Washington, 1941.

® Thomas Cox, P. Thomas, Joseph Malone, This Well-wooded Land: Americans and Their Forest from Colonial
Times to the Present, p. 194.
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© Reports of the Chief of Forest Service (Washington, 1940), p.20.
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