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Abstract

The Population Migration and Social Change of the Qianjiang River

Basin during Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China

As the important form of expression of the population issue, population migration has
important influence on the development of society of a country or a region. So population
migration becomes the focus that the scholar pays close attention to in recent years. In this
respect, the academia has already made the quite rich achievement. But because every scholar
differed from purpose and emphasis, up to now, the academia shows less interest in the
interrelation question between the population migration and social change of Guangxi. In
view of this, my tutor, associate professor Fan Yunchun, applied for some subjects to study.
These subjects are “A Study of the Han Nationality Immigrant in Red River Basin”, “The Han
Nationality Immigrant of Guangxi and Guangxi Nationality Merge during Ming and Qing
Dynasty” and “The Population Migration of the Han Nationality and Social Change of
Guangxi during Ming and Qing Dynasty”. As one of the member of these subjects, | chose
“The Population Migration and Social Change of the Qianjiang River Basin during Qing
Dynasty and the Republic of China” as my thesis’ title, hoped to do some helpful tries in this
respect.

Because population migration is a complicated social historical course, we must use
many kinds of methods to study. Besides adopting the traditional history research approach,
the thesis will also use ethnological, sociological and anthropological research approach to
carry on discussion to the research object as overall as possible.

My thesis consists of foreword, main part and conclusion.

At first, the foreword retrospects to achievement in research and weak point that
forefathers made on the interrelation of immigrant and society change. Then | introduce the
selected title source of the thesis, do brief defining to the research object, and discuss the
innovation and weak point of the thesis.

The subject of the thesis includes two parts:

The first part describes history of population migration of Qianjiang River basin during
Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China especially. Under the foundations of reviewing
history of population migration of Qianjiang River basin before Qing Dynasty, | especially
analyse several factors that have important influence on population migration of Qianjiang
River basin during Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China, and give a general description to
the course of population migration and summarize on some basic characteristics of population
migration at the same time. | think, history of population migration of Qianjiang River basin
had already begun since Han Dynasty early. But during the long history from Han to Ming
Dynasty, influenced by the degree of development of Qianjiang River basin oneself and
adjacent regional demographic situation, the scale of immigrant entering Qianjiang River
basin is small, and rely mainly on the political immigrant and the military immigrant of the
passive type more. In the period of Qing Dynasty, an immigration policy was initiated by the
government of Qing Dynasty that encouraged people to bring barren land under cultivation in
the borderland. Under this background, with the enhancement of appeal to immigrant and the



increase of population pressure of neighboring provinces and areas, large quantities of
immigrants moved to Qianjiang River basin spontaneously. In the period of the Republic of
China, the policy of encouraging cultivation initiatde by New Guangxi Province Government
attracted many immigrants' arrival that reclaimed a large of land too. In addition, large
quantities of refugees moved to the interior during the War of Resistance Against Japan. So
population migration of Qianjiang River basin reached a climax during the Republic of China.
Compared with former generation, immigrants entering Qianjiang River basin during Qing
Dynasty and the Republic of China relied mainly on spontaneous economical immigrants.
Compared with other areas of Guangxi at the same period, population migration of Qianjiang
River basin had obvious transitional characteristics at time, native place and type, etc. In
respect to time, the arrival of immigration climax of Qianjiang River basin was earlier than
that of west area of Guangxi, and later than that of northeast and southeast area of Guangxi.In
respect to native place, immigrants entering northeast of Guangxi came mainly from Hunan
province and Jiangxi province, immigrants entering southeast of Guangxi came mainly from
Guangdong province and Fujian province. But immigrants entering Qianjiang River basin
came mainly from Guangdong province and Hunan province. Entering the period of the
Republic of China, immigrants coming from Guangxi province became the subject of
immigrants of Qianjiang River basin gradually. The concentrative distribution of Hakkas
immigrants in Qianjiang River basin also was a characteristic of population migration during
Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China. In respect to immigrant's type, immigrants in
Qianjiang River basin relied mainly on agricultural immigrants and comparatively centralized
to distribution. It obviously differed from southeast of Guangxi relying mainly on commercial
immigrant.

The second part mainly probes into the impact of population migration on social change
of Qianjiang River basin. The impact of population migration on social change of Qianjiang
River basin is shown as mainly:

First of all, the entry of large quantities of immigrants, had not merely changed the
pattern of population distribution of Qianjiang River basin greatly, narrowed the disparity on
size of population and density of population between Qianjiang River basin and the traditional
developed area of Guangxi, and became the important strength of driving agriculture, industry
and commerce in Qianjiang River basin to develop further. Under the participating and
driving of immigrants directly, the land in Qianjiang River basin got development and use of
the heavier degree, the water conservancy projects were also built generally, importing and
planting popularly of new variety of crops enriched the material lives of people in Qianjiang
River basin greatly, and had positive influence on furthering agricultural product’s
commercialization. On the other hand, the entry of a large amount of commercial immigrants,
make the country fair of all parts of Qianjiang River basin won considerable development too,
the economic structure of the goods also changed, not only the trade kinds such as old-style
Chinese private bank, pawn broking, brokerage etc. increased day by day, but also because
foreign businessmen amount to numerous, strong economic strength, the situation that foreign
businessmen occupied leading status took shape finally too in commerce. The entry of a large
number of handicraftsmen had a positive influence on driving the development of handicraft
industry and progress of technology in Qianjiang River basin. Certainly, in the course of
economic development, destruction to ecological environment causing by population
immigration can't be ignored either.

Secondly, the entry of a large quantity of immigrants had important influence on



exchange and integration of culture in Qianjiang River basin. After the Han nationality
immigrants entered Qianjiang River basin, they set up schools and taught, and had a positive
impact on progress of educational undertaking of all parts of Qianjiang River basin and many
famous scholars such as Zheng Xianfu and Wang Zheng etc. appeared. During the process of
living together with original inhabitants, immigrants’ languages were brought into Qianjiang
River basin. It had caused change of languages of Qianjiang River basin, for instance,
generally the replacement of dialect, bilingual or multilingual phenomena and loan word
phenomenon appeared, etc. It caused change of architectural style too. For instance, guild
building built in large, and materials and style of folk building changed, etc. Because
Buddhists, Taoists, Islams and their believer entered in a large amount, religious believes
imported and developed continuously, and the spread of folk believes such as Mazu belief
made the religious believes of Qianjiang River basin more complicated. The entry of a large
amount of immigrants also made Guangdong opera, Guiju opera, Caidiao opera and Beijing
opera spread and developed in Qianjiang River basin.

Thirdly, population migration not only made the structure of ethnic groups of Qianjiang
River basin changed greatly, but also had influence on the relation of ethnic groups evolving
deeply. Under the function of population migration, the Han nationality had become subject of
nationality of Qianjiang River basin gradually, and the pattern that every ethnic group lived
together with each other had established basically too. Living together with each other,
immigrants and original inhabitants, immigrants and immigrants associating through
long-term economic, cultural, marriage interflow, etc. had gradually moved from initial
antithesis and conflict each other towards being merged.

The conclusion sums up and summarizes the function and meaning of social change
causing by population migration during Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China, and
explains the general law that get through analyzing the case of Qianjiang River basin.

The innovation of the article lies in next points. First of all, the angle of the selected title
is relatively novel. Though the achievement in research to immigrant's question is rich in
recent years, the study on regional immigrant's history of Guangxi is relatively weak. Few
people do this work at present that come and study the social change problem of Qianjiang
Rive basin from the angle of population migration. Secondly, | have excavated some new
materials. Beside excavating and using historical materials that were not used by forefathers
among historical document, | also adopt some public praise materials and photo shot that |
collected in the course of investigating in the field.

Key words: Qing Dynasty; the Republic of China; the Qianjiang River basin; the

population migration; social change
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