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ABSTRACT

The reason why the temple fair in the south of Hunan was quite prosperous in recent years is
various, not only has historical reason, but also the reality factor. Through studying the materials
of local history and field work, the author takes the HANSANHOU temple of Southern Hunan and
the God of Medicine temple fair in vernal equinox as a case, takes the sacrificial offering space,
the social space and the economical space as a clue, discusses the historical vicissitude of three big
spatial as well as the status and the function in the social life of Southern Hunan. As an item of
belief activity, the temple fair can create a kind of centripetal force and cohesive force in the
region interior, strengthen the region approval; As a kind of public space, the temple fair is a
platform where kinds of society strength and conflict of the folk plays chess; As a kind of form of
the countryside market, the temple fair is the rural market system important constituent and the
essential supplement, is social, the cultural -symbol field territory and the economical spatial
entity.

This paper consists of six chapters.

Chapter one is introduction.It’s about the meaming of the selected title of the academic
study,history and current situation of the temple fair,rearsch methods,rearsch range , material
system used in the paper,the correlation concept as well as the paper and the innovation.

Chapter two introduces physical geography environment of Southern Hunan, the historical
evolution and the social culture.

Chapter three inspects the temple fair sacrificial offering space of Southern Hunan.The paper
explains the development successional process of the temple fair of Southern Hunanm, descripts
the activity and the ceremony of the temple of Southern Hunan by the example of HAN SAN
HOU temple, and researches the formation and the structure characteristic of HAN SAN HOU
temple religious sphere.

Chapter four discusses mainly the social space of the temple of Southern Hunan. Firstly the
paper elaborates the temple fair characteristic of Southern Hunan: the temple fair participants are
connected closely with their sex, the cultural level, their years, and the main is middle and old
people; the temple fair has the characteristic of stronger region.Then the paper inspects the social
lamination and the views of various laminations in the temple fair of Southern Hunan in the
countryside. Finally the paper elaborates with emphasis on the cultural entertainment space, public
spatial and the daily control system of the temple fair.

Chapter five mainly inspects the temple fair economical space of Southern Hunan. In this
chapter, the author has collected and reorganized the temple fair market’s customs of Southern
Hunan, induced the temple fair market type of Southern Hunan, elaborated the relations between

the market of the temple fair and the countryside society in the south of Hunan, discussed the

traveling development and use’s question of the temple fair culture resources of Southern
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Huan.The auther believes that regarding the market of the God of Medicine temple fair as a
example, the local markets of temple fair of Southern Hunan is not only an important constituent
and an essential supplement to the rural market system, but also people essential life
space;different from the factors of the historical geography and historical environment, the temple
fair of Southern Hunan has formed commercial market , the belief’s market, the profession’s
market of temple fair and different commercial customs, and presented the characteristic of
Southern Hunan.

The last chapter is conclusion, and a simple induction to the paper.

Key WOrds: Southern Hunan; market of temple fair; temple fair; religious sphere;

social space
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