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ABSTRACT

Liszt” s piano works "Hungarian Rhapsody" occupying a pivotal position in all his piano works has
pushed Hungarian national folk music to the world stage. In this sense, it has been being regarded as the
documentary heritage of world piano. According to the existing audio data, this paper selects the playing
version of Hungarian Rhapsody No. 9 by four Masters such as Mark Hamberger, Gyorgy Cziffra, Misha
Dichter and Leslie Howard and makes a comparative study.

This piece has a combination of musical structure of Pradesh Dash and disorderly free musical which
is a unique to "Hungarian Rhapsody". There are four parts and 488 sections in total. It is characterized by
complex and huge structure, varied and gorgeous melody, rich and full texture, complex and difficult skills.
Although it is a piano works, but it has a perfect effect of great band sound.

As an important part of music performance, speed and strength is the ruler to measure the value of
musical performances. Although detailed speed tips had been given in Hungarian Rhapsody No. 9, Pianists
could play freely according to their own understanding and style. Therefore four masters made different
treatments. In this works, the weakest strength is PP, the strongest strength is fff. Misha Dichter and Leslie
Howard played it in keeping with the standard strength; Mark Hamberger and Georgy Qi Fula played it
with the interpretation of the personality based on standard strength. Four Masters used pedal with their
own characteristics when they played the composition. Therefore, the features and sound quality were quite
different. The musical content of the performance also was different.

Piano playing generally interprets musical language by processing phrase. If pianists understand the
work differently, emotion and musical language expressed by them also is different certainly. Phrase
processing can be summarized in words as follows: beginning sentence, middle sentence and closing
sentence. Hamberger did not have a specific pattern when processing it, and therefore his playing was full
of dramatic change and unpredictable. Phrase processing by Qi Fula was mild when playing beginning
sentence, exaggerated and elastic when playing middle sentence and calm when playing closing sentence.
Phrase processing by Dichter is of not much flexibility. He only made a minimalist processing when
playing closing sentence. Howard was very exquisite in phrase processing. In addition to processing
beginning sentence, middle sentence and closing sentence rationally, he also processed a phrase which
implied phrase.

Like poetry readings, piano playing also needs cadence. Pianists express "context" by playing
"statement™ and make the second creation. The keyboard language is an indispensable factor on behalf of



musical styles. Hungarian Rhapsody No. 9 has a mix of keyboard language, octave, fast CLS after the
sentence, all kinds of two-tone, long-distance fauna, vibrato, Yi Yin, echo, ups and downs sound,
portamento and so on. Four Masters processed keyboard language with their own characteristics.

Hamberger’s "Hungarian Rhapsody No. 9" was like flash floods pouring down, and his "steel" type of
key touch created a metallic tone, brilliant, bright yet heavy. Cziffra’s blazing speed was comparable to
Horowitz, overwhelming momentum to Gilels: passionate, dynamic, fully demonstrating the player’s
personality and passion. Dichter showed accurate grasp and control of the speed and intensity of the whole
work with relaxed phrase processing, and pursued pure and primitive "inherent character". Howard’s genre
followed Liszt intention: rigorous yet romantic, his playing delicate, mellow, chords loud, melody clear,
and structure free and rigorous.

The reasons why Four Masters show a different style when playing the same piece were as follows:
different living era and experience, different perspective to the understanding and perception of the art
aesthetic ideas. And therefore the content and interpretation of the style they expressed were quite different
accordingly.

Superb skills are the most basic elements to play works, the basis of all music performance, and the
necessary prerequisite for interpretation and interpretation. The reason why the Four Masters could play
this extremely difficult works so perfect is that they had superb skills as a powerful support. As learners, we
should not pursue masters’ playing speed and strength excessively or imitate the masters exaggerated and
dramatic treatment works blindly, especially showing off skills. On the basis of skilled performance, we
should get down to grasp the style of the works itself, rather than pursue the individuality out of vanity.

Through a comparative study on the four masters’ playing version of Hungarian Rhapsody No. 9, we
can really feel that four masters played this works with macro and micro different interpretations and
different styles because they lived in different times, different ethnic and nationality, and different artistic
aesthetic perspectives. This study maybe is not very systematic, we hope it can provide some reference to

the piano performance practice and teaching on this works.

KEY WORDS: Liszt,Hungarian Rhapsody,playing version,playing style,comparative study
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