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The Study On The Origin And Development Of The Story
Of Lion's Roar

Abstract

Lion’s Roar 1s the representative work of Wang Tingne(a famous Chinese dramatist in
the Ming Dynasty), and also the first comedy drama which concerned with the story of a
henpecked husband and his wife in China. Drama critics mostly affirmed the value of
Lion's Roar, but the existing research rarely involved the sources research of the drama
story. This paper examined the origin of Lion's Roar story, and found that the material of
the story presented the characteristics of integration, reflected the understanding and reply
of scholar stratum which represented by Wang Tingne toward to jealous women in the late
Ming Dynasty. Lion’s Roar afforded many lessons for novels afterworld and the relevant
excerpts spread far and wide.

The paper consists of an introduction, four chapters and a conclusion.

Introduction: Firstly, it introduced the author’s life, works, and the version, the outline
of the story and the artistic achievement of Lions Roar. Secondly, it reviewed the previous
research, mainly combed the relevant academic research results in the last century and
cleared the fact that the previous research mostly focus on the work content and artistic
evaluation but lack of the systematic and complete textual research on the resources of the
origin story of Lions Roar.

The first chapter: Textual research on the origin story of Lion’s Roar. From
discriminating the origin stories, it found that the origin story came from the story recorded
on Rong Zhai essay--Chen Jichang. It traced back the earliest prototype and evolution of
the story in history. At last, it explored the intention meaning and connotation of “Lion’s
Roar” and” Lion’s Roar in Hedong”, also it grasped the connotation of the story
comprehensively.

The second chapter: Textual research on the resources of origin story of Lion's Roar.

The origin story of Lion's Roar is very simple, but Wang Tingne greatly enriched the story



COmLIC) W IR T A

by adopting some relevant historical material. Many small stories about Jealous women,
such as “Rod-beating”. “Carry light on the head”. “Ankle-binding”  “Transform to
sheep”. “The underworld travel” , “Chi Bi”. “Snow House” in the story of Su Dongpo
and some other topics are all reliable. In this paper, detailed investigations are made on
many documents about Lion's Roar, and the multi-sources of the play are cleared.

The third chapter: The enrichment and innovation of Lions Roar. Based on the origin
story, by combining the characters or plot, Wang Tingne arranged, enriched and creatively
adapted the past little henpecked story, and made it a more tortuous and detailed story. By
using ingenious structure, humorous language and comic character depiction, Wang
heightened strong comedy effect. The techniques that are solemnity in humor dilute the
education purpose. In addition, the Confucianism and the public cultural thoughts of late
Ming Dynasty are integrated into the story, causing the fact that though the moral
education is the keynote, but it still focus on the human foibles which showing the
understanding and sympathy for the jealous woman. The creation of Wang Tingne's Lion s
Roar story is the summary and sublimation of the stories about jealous women for
thousands of years in China, marked the forming of "Lion’s roar in Hedong".

The fourth chapter: The spread of Lion s Roar. After the publishing of Lion s Roar, the
story was widely spread. Cu Hulu, Xingshi Yingyuan Zhuan, Liao Du yuan, Liaozhai Zhiyi,
Liancheng Bi and some other stories has shaped by it. The relevant excerpts of Lions Roar
are popular with people at all times. Especially in the past twenty years, it has rejuvenated
again in the drama stage. Based on the story, the innovation performance have carried out
by Kunqu Opera, Guangdong Opera, Peking Opera, Shaoxing opera and other operas. The
thoughts and content of new era has been given to this traditional story, which made great
contribution to the heritage of Lion's Roar.

Conclusion: Through Textual research on the story of Lion's Roar, the paper enables
researchers to examine the importance of the drama and plays a positive role on the
inheritance, development and evolution of the story.

Keywords: the story of Lion's Roar  resource  the origin story spread
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