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Study on Flutter Gray Paintings and Relative Customs
in Gaomi

Abstract

Gaomi in Weifang Shandong province is well—known for its glorious history,
brilliant culture accumulates, as well as numerous exquisite skills and is crowned as
home of folk art by Chinese Ministry of Culture. There are many kinds of folk arts,
but three of them are the most popular ones, flutter gray paintings, paper cut and
Niejia Zhuang clay.

Flutter gray paintings, as one of the oldest categories of Chinese New Year
paintings, was originated in Ming dynasty and became popular in Qing dynasty. From
the existed current materials, it has been reported that only in the north villages of
Gaomi, can people find where flutter gray paintings is, such as Jiang village, Xia
village. What’s more, flutter gray paintings has played an important role in people’s
daily life, such as decorating their house beautiful and colorful, and for this reason it
has gained a large popularity fame of “Colorful TV on the Wall”, especially when it is
time to welcome spring festival’s coming. Therefore, it is apparent to find that a large
amount of impressions concerning about custom, culture, aesthetic appreciation can
be found from flutter gray paintings and meanwhile it can also be seen as some kind
of demonstration of flutter gray paintings’ fantastic charm and values.

Most flutter gray paintings are drawn from fairy story, human legend, traditional
opera, landscapes, birds, flowers and so forth. With its unique and mature painting
techniques, purity and steady sculpts, natural and smart strokes, rich and colorful
contents, flutter gray paintings has demonstrated the significant transition from hand
painted works to machine painted works and has attracted visitors from all over the
world coming here to do research. During constantly development and creation, it has
been divided into two branches, which are called traditional painting and modern
painting. It seems like that people from traditional painting tend to inherit ancestors’
style and skill to paint works, however, on the contrary, people from modern painting
have showed a great passion to strive for personality and enthusiasm.

Although flutter gray paintings has gone through a process from rise, prosper,
fall to resurgence, unfortunately, it is bounded by complex design, long time produce,
high cost and other shortcomings, so there will be a long way for flutter gray paintings
to reappear its magnificent achievements, Now, lacking of successors have caused this
situation even worse, so it has become more and more important to find a way to
protect and inherit this traditional folk art, Hence, this article not only analyzes flutter
gray paintings’ historical changes, making rules and artistic features, also puts
forward some useful proposals about how to protect its existence, so as to inherit this
traditional folk art and create more and more esthetic works.

Key words: flutter gray paintings, workmanship, style differences,
inher itance and protection
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