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Abstract

Shi Xiang Gong is a local spiritual being of Shanghai region, the belief in him had
been very popular in the past and the temples about him existed throughout city and
countryside. In folklore, Shi Xiang Gong has a complex identity, which makes the
emergence of multi-cultural orientation in belief and multi-functions such as in charge of
medical care, in charge of water, defending the motherland and protect the people, etc.
After several campaigns of "Change the old backward habits and customs" and "éet rid of
Feudal Superstition", the belief of Shi Xiang Gong in Shanghai had suffered a blow and
waned gradually.

In 1980°s, with the change of the governmént’s religion policy , the control on the
folk belief had gradually relaxed, and the belief bf Shi Xiang Gong was re-constructed,
full of new vitality. The tales about his presence or power emerge in an endless stream.
From the year of 2000 to the year of 2005, Baihe town of Qingpu, Zhujing and Fengjing
town of Jinshan have restored the relevant faith of local area in succession. The
Governments brings folk beliefs into their own management system through the way of
management and restructuring about Taoism or Buddhism.

With the historical construction and modern rehabilitation of legends and beliefs in
Shi Xiang Gong as clues, this paper attempts to research the evolution of folklore and the
change of belief, _from the aspect of states and society’s interactive relation on the basis of
collecting the facts from chorography and conducting the field work.

There are some differences between State's and people's attitude and practice of faith,
masses tend to be utilitarian and practicality of worship, but the State tend to control the
legitimacy of the right. So there is always a certain degree of contradiction and conflict
between these two sides, with the existence of the overlapped interest to a certain degree,
this possibility of competition and cooperation turns into the main causes of Shi Xiang
Gong’s complex character and its modern revival. Evolution of Legend led the change of
belief, and become the media to achieve the balance of needs between country and the
public.

Civil society has made the spirit of faith in line with the advocates of national through

the graft of story, which can get the legitimate right of belief; the government alleviates the
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contradiction between people to some extent, and thereby strengthens the local control by
the pdsitive spirit direction by means of the reconstruction of folk legends and beliefs.

In the changing process of legend and belief, the cooperation and interaction are more
apparent, . while there is always conflict between the regime and civil society. Through the
discussion of the belief of Shi Xiang Gong, this article puts forward a point of view that
the state and civil society should follow the dominating principle of harmonious symbiosis

under the new pattern of social development, when dealing with local cultural resources.

Keywords: Shanghai, Shi Xiang Gong, Legend and belief, State and Society, Harmonious

and Symbiosis
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