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Japan’s environment diplomacy and environmental cooperation

in Northeast Asia

ABSTRACT

After the Cold War, environmental issues that affect political and
economic relations between countries and even the way of thinking are
increasingly becoming more and more important, which affect the major
issues of peace and development, becoming important international issues.
International environmental diplomacy began in the 1970s, Japan, as the
only developed country in East Asia has been active in the environment,
including participation in international environmental conferences,
environmental legislation; and so on, Japan environmental organizations,
and provide a lot of money ; active implementation of international
environmental treaties. Japan walks ahead in environmental legislation,
environmental policy, environmental technology, governance and
environmental pollution. Japan uses environmental diplomacy as a new
way from an economic power to political power. Japan is playing an
important role in environmental cooperation in Northeast Asia, but there
are also factors which affect environmental cooperation in Northeast Asia,
especially in its deep development, so an objective analysis of Japan
environmental foreign policy has important theoretical and practical
significance.

This paper is divided into four major sections.

Part | briefly discusses the rise of Japan's environmental diplomacy
international and domestic context. Because of the deterioration of global
environment, the international community has laid great emphasis on
environmental issues, environmental protection, new ideas and new
concepts are emerging, environmental issues has risen to "high politics"
issue, directly impact the country's political, economic, and security, the
current environment of international cooperation has made remarkable
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development. In Northeast Asia, air pollution, marine pollution, dust
storms and other environmental problems have become increasingly
prominent; Japan, based on its own domestic environmental problems in
the governance experience and lessons learned, first proposed and
implemented environmental diplomacy.

Part 1l deals with the implementation of Japan's environmental
diplomacy and strategic intentions. Since 1970s Japan has the active
participated in and hosted international conferences, international
environmental negotiations, and to official development assistance to the
relevant international organizations, grants and other forms of
international environmental cooperation, implementation of international
environmental treaties, an environmentally active on the diplomatic stage
molecule. For Japan, environmental diplomacy not only help to change its
international image and to safeguard their own resources and ecological
safety, enhance environmental protection in the international market, the
competitiveness, but also contribute to achieving the dream of political
power.

The third section deals with multilateral and bilateral environmental
cooperation between the Japanese and Northeast Asian countries.
Environmental cooperation in Northeast Asia, Japan carry out the
cooperation, mainly through environmental cooperation in Northeast Asia
Conference, Senior Officials Meeting on Environmental Cooperation in
Northeast Asia, Japan and South Korea Environment Ministers Meeting,
the Northwest Pacific Action Plan, the East Asian acid deposition
monitoring network, the ASEAN - Japan and South Korea (10 +3)
environment ministers and other mechanisms and other countries in the
region to cooperate. At the bilateral cooperation, China and Japan
high-level dialogue mechanism established between the signing of the
“inter-governmental Agreement on Environmental Cooperation”, the
Japanese side of capital, technology has provided substantial assistance;
Japan and South Korea between the two countries also signed an
environmental cooperation agreement; cooperation between Japan and
Russia mainly in Japan for Russia to provide financial support and
personnel training to deal with pollution caused by nuclear waste. In
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addition, Japan also help neighboring countries train people to protect
environment, introducing pollution control experience and promoting the
recycling economy. They have played an important role in protecting our
environment.

The fourth analyze Japan's role and impact of environmental
cooperation in the environmental cooperation in Northeast Asia. Firstly,
affirmed the Japan's active role in environmental protection funds,
technology, environmental protection laws, and personnel training in
terms of environmental cooperation in Northeast Asia. Second, pointed
out the problems of Japan's environmental cooperation in Northeast Asia,
the negative impact. Japan's dilemma in international climate negotiations,
affecting the persuasiveness of its own; transfer environmental hazards to
developing countries, politicized ODA, use the implementation of
environmental diplomacy as a way of "leading  Asian
strategy" ,affecting the further environmental cooperation in Northeast
Asia. Finally, analyze the deep reason of affect the environmental
cooperation in Northeast Asia, and how to solve the problem.

Key words: environmental diplomacy; environmental cooperation
in Northeast Asia; strategic intent; Japan's role
Category Number: D801
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