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The ideology and artistic achievements

In ‘shuihu’ dramas of Beijing opera
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Abstract

Taking “Shuihu” dramas in the style of Beijing opera as its research objects, this
paper mainly explores the manifestations of ideology in them as well as their artistic
achievements in the process of creation and variation. This paper is divided into five
parts.

Chapter one: Introduction. In the late Qing Dynasty and republic of China, the
creation of “Shuihu” dramas in the style of Beijing opera was deeply influenced by
the fashion of Epicureanism, the professionization of opera actors/actresses and the
commercialization of performance. There are seventy-two traditional “Shuihu”
dramas in all, which can be roughly divided into five categories.

Chapter two: the spirit of rebelliousness and the tradition of courtesy and music.
“Shuihu” dramas in the style of Beijing opera inherited the spirit of rebelliousness in
the novel “Shuihu” but cast off some excessive emotions and behavior as well as the
ideology “being faithful to the King” and “literature should be moralistic” held by
traditional Chinese intellectuals. On one hand, they adopted common people’s
standards of right and wrong and code of ethics; on the other hand, they began to pay
more attention to the pleasure of aesthetics with character of being enjoyable.

Chapter three: Carnival and Polyphony. In some “Shuihu” dramas, Man’s libido
and material desires are recognized; wars become games and carnivals. Figures in the
original novel “Shuihu”, having got rid of various taboo and restricts, are
characterized with temporal colour. Especially in the Beijing opera “Wu long yuan”,
the hero’s mind began to be independent to the author’s and there are rich dialogues
between figures, thus representing a trend of Polyphony.

Chapter four: the social roles played by both genders. In “Shuihu” dramas,
stories of “a beauty is saved by a Liangshan hero” are endowed with three different
social psychological expectations: yearning for love, desire for a peaceful and tranquil
life, and illusion of sweeping away evils and making great contribution to the country.
The narrative pattern “a beauty is saved by a hero” is always tangled with the pattern



“a loyal officer contends with an evil one” or “a talented young man and a beautiful
girl fall into love”. The status of characters of different genders, the standards of ugly
and beauty as well as creative methods all manifests different levels of consciousness
between civil and official.

The fifth chapter: variation and inheritance. Play literature of Beijing opera is
close to its performance with characters of folk literature. “Shuihu” dramas in the
style of Beijing Opera have been enriched and improved in the process of variation.
The employment of martial arts adds a new method to mold figures, but at the same
time leads to the lack of ideological connotation and the flatness of characters in some

dramas.

Key words: Beijing opera; shuihu dramas; ideology; artistic achievements
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