
郑

硕士

论文题目：

作者姓名：

学科门类：

专业方向：

导师姓名、职称：

州大

学位

授予单位代码： !Ql』!

学号或申请号：——
密 级：——

学

论文

《瓦尔登湖》：人与自然和谐

关系的再现

吴迪

文 学

英语语言文学

赵建峡 副教授

二零零五年十二月



论文摘要

亨利·大卫·梭罗(1817—1862)是美国十九世纪超验主义作家和环保思想家。他

独自一人在马萨诸塞州康科德的瓦尔登湖畔度过了两年零两个月，之后他根据自己的经

历，写了被认为是美国文学史上最优美的散文之一的《瓦尔登湖》。这是一部兼有自传

和虚构性质以及社会批判主义的独特作品。梭罗主张简朴自足的生活方式，他认为，不

断的工业化会给社会带来致命的影响，只有更为和谐的人与自然的关系才能矫枉过正。

他的思想超越了他所处的年代，当时并没有引起人们的关注，但随着全球化的环境危机

和环境保护运动的兴起，人们重又把目光投向了梭罗。现如今，他的《瓦尔登湖》得到

了更广泛的认可和更深刻的理解，他的人与自然和谐的关系的主张是生态文学的重要源

泉之～。越来越多的人受到他的作品的影响，把他的思想发扬光大，并加入了环境保护

的行列。

该论文以一个与人类活动密切相关的环境问题沙尘暴开始，引出问题：梭罗在瓦尔

登湖中描写的理想的人与自然的关系究竟是什么?该论文分三部分对此问题进行了深

入研究。

第一部分主要讨论了梭罗自然意识的三个来源，即康科德镇、新荛格兰超验主义和

梭罗在瓦尔登湖畔的生活。康科德是梭罗的出生地，正是这片土地使他与自然建立起了

亲密的关系，这里同样是新英格兰超验主义的摇篮。新英格兰超验主义崇尚自然，并给

予了梭罗更多发展自己观点的空间。梭罗在瓦尔登湖畔居住了两年多的时间，在此期间，

他的人与自然要和谐相处的观点同臻完善。

第二部分从四个方面分析了梭罗的《瓦尔登湖》一书中所反映出的和谐的人与自然

的关系。梭罗以提倡简朴而著称，他到瓦尔登湖的居住本身就是对简朴生活方式进行的



一次实验。事实上，梭罗的主张并不仅仅是一种生活方式，同时也是人类对待自然时应

采取的态度。在梭罗看来，所有的一切都是平等的，人类只是自然的一个组成部分，而

不是征服者和主人。他热爱纯洁无瑕的大自然，对日益先进的文明带来的困扰深感忧虑，

因此，他对工业化提出了质疑并呼吁人们保护自然。他一生追求形式简朴但内容丰富的

生活，而只有当人与自然的关系和谐时，这样的生活准则才能成为可能。

第三部分主要讨论梭罗人与自然关系观点的现实意义。作为二十世纪生态思潮的一

个重要分支，生态文学继承了梭罗的很多观点，并把它们发展成为生态思想，如：征服

自然批判、工业与科技批判、生态责任、重返与自然的和谐等。梭罗在当代环保主义

占据着重要位置。 缪尔和利奥波德继承了梭罗关于人与自然和谐共处的主张，毕生从

事环保事业。

本篇论文最终得出结论：保持人与自然和谐的关系是整个人类的责任。正如梭罗在

瓦尔登湖中所倡导的那样，人类在治愈地球的同时也治愈了自身，只有这样，人类才能

安享和谐的生活。

关键词：人与自然的关系，梭罗， 《瓦尔登湖》



Abstract

Henry David Thorcau(1817—1862)is me 1 9th century American TraIlscendentalist

writer and preservation t11iI血er，and his胁，出"，a record oftwo years a11d two months that he

spem alone in the w00ds near Concord，Massachusens．is viewed as one of the finest prose

works in Anlerican 1iterature．Pan autobiography，pan fiction aIld p积social criticiSm，

胁地挖is a h酬y i11diVidual work．In it，Thoreau adVoc砒es a simple，self-sumciem way of

life．He also pleads for a more intimate relationship bctwcen human beings and nature as aIl

antidote to the deadening influence of aIl incrcasingly industrialized society．Thoreau’s ideas

went beyond his agc and werc thus ignoredby his contempo删es．But with the coming ofthe

global enviromemal crisis and the upsurge of envi啪men僦protection，nloreau haS been

rediscoVered．Today Sees wider recognition，more studies a11d deeper understanding of his

book H砀7如H．His Views on a haHnonious mall-a11d-nature relationship have become an

important source of ecoliteratu代．And more and more people have been innuenced by his

works，who，in ttlHl，deVelop。d量lis ide嬲and fought for enVironmental pmt#ction

This thesis begins wi也one of the enViro姗ental problems，s锄dsto咖，也e occurrence of

which is rela把d to human actiVities and poses tlle question：what is the ideal man—a11d—nature

relationship as renect酣in Thoreau’s舭胛?T1lis question is studied in d印Ⅱl i11 the血esis

and a11swered in three pans．

The nfst pan mainly discuSses the th∽sources for Thoreau’s nature consciousness．

They are concord，New Englalld Tmscendentalism aIld Thorcau’s sojo啪at walden Pond．

Concord was ThOreau’s bi吡place aIld也e area of land that enabled him to establish a cIose



communion、vith nature．Concord was also the seedbed of New England TraIlscendentalism，

whjch drew Thoreau to nature and allowed Km space to develop ideas of his own．Thoreau

went to livc at Walden Pond for more t11a11 t、帕ycars．During tllis period，he developcd a11d

experimented with his Views on a h釉onious mall-and—nanJrc relationship

Pan two seeks to aHalyZc t11e hannoIlious man·and—naturc reIationship as renected in

Thoreau’s耽姚疗舶m four aSpects．1110reau is l【noWn forhis call to simpli母．His appmach

to Walden is in itselfan exp硎ment ofa simplified lifes哆le．As a matter offact，what Thoreau

preaches is not just aⅥ，ay of liVing，but also an attitude maIl should adopt towards nature．In

Thoreau’s eyes，all is eqllal in nature．MaIl，instead of a conqueror or a master，is just a

constituem pan of nature．CaptiVated by the loVeliness of unspoiled nature and regretmI for

t11e disn曲ances brou曲t by adVaIlcing civilization，Thoreau questioned indus订ialization and

印pcaled topeople to preserve rcsources．Throu曲out his life，Thoreau aspired to pursue a 1ife

that is simple in means，but rich in ends．Such life、vim principle is possible only when man

maintains a hamonious relationsllip、Ⅳim nature

Part mree chiefly discusses Thoreau’s legacy tO the modem age．As an impo衄1t b糟nch

of the ecologicalthou曲ts of tlle 20m century，ecoliterature inherits much of ThofeaⅣs ideas

of a h踟onious rnan·and—natIlre relationShip aIld develops them into such ecological thinking

as nature conquest criticiSm， indus时， science and techn0109y critici锄， ecolo百cal

responsibility a11d ret啪ing to harnlony、vjtll nature．Thoreau occupies a．dominallt place in

comemporary enVironmentalism．His Views on man—a11dmature rclationship were passed on to

Jollll Muir aIld Aldo Leopold，who dedic舢ed all恤eir lives to envimnmental protection．

Thjs thesis drawsⅡle conclusion that it is the responSibili可of all to majntain a



hamonious maIl-and-nature relationship as Thoreau propagated in hiS矸白胁甩so that people

may，in healing the earth，heal thcmselves柚d tllus enjoy a life witll principle

Key words：man-and—nature relationship，Thoreau，肋胁"
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IntrOduction

l

A great yellow dust cloud enveloped me city，cutting Visibility to less thll 00 mete。8-

Vehicles，“m thc lights tllmed on，wornled along the saIld。shrouded streets·Pedes埘ans

wearing scarves and gauzc masks scuⅡied along wim meir heads lo、嗍d to blowing grit-The

number of vchicles and pcdest曲ns decreased whjle there were more t删前c p01icemen in the

streets，working to ensure也e eXpressways and airports in operation．nlis is me啪ical scene

of a city tonuredby dust趾d saIldstoms．In recent yearS，sall血。珊s s湖m be“fecting

Cllinese people，s 1ives more fkquently and extensiVely．Almost every year fbm March to

Mav since the 1ate 1990s，strong cold winds舶m Sibcria blow up a huge Vol啪e of yellow

dust舶m the vast Gobi desen in KazakhstaIl，M0ngolia and nonhwest China．According to

nle State Fores时AdmiIlistration，1 8 saIldstorrns of di位rent lcvels hit china in early 2004，

a脓cting ncarly 500 million people(‘‘500 million people”)．The 1 8 saIldstp咖s，including one

s仃on叠sandstorIIl，five sandstoms alld 12 light s鼬dsto肌s，a仃ected some 800 co啪ties in 15

provinces，m埘cipalities趾d autonomous re百ons．The most infIuential sandstornl抵cted

about 2 million square kilometers w曲nearly 290 million people-And the s仃ongest one

a髓cted almoSt 1 t2 million square kilometers aIld nearly 70 m．1lion people·S趾dstonns haVe

posed a gmve environrnental scourge ofno曲eaSt Asia·

The occllrrence of s锄dstoms haS cenain connections、vim hllmaIl act№ies，for it is me

indiscriminate础ing of订优s on mc pan of hllnlaIl beings mat brings批ut 100se e枷1砸t圭l

sparse veget砒ion．Ovcr me years，modem h哪aIlity has been rapidly des仃0ying t11e mtur“

world on which it depends for survival．Eve印出ere on thc plallet，man assmes himself thc

mler and conqueror of m瞳ure，doing mings as desire drives him，quite i11sens“iVe to aU othcr

natural enmies．Thereforc，forests are being cut down，wetl锄ds drained，agricultural lands

eroded．salimzed or desemfied．Pollution is generalized．Thollsallds ofs即cies are being made
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extinct every day．H啪an destmction of the natural world in mis way makes thc plallet

pmgressively less habitable．If man cominucs the presem pattem of humarI actiVity，恤ere will

be a major decline in thc condition of rlature a11d me quality ofhman lifc．In no more t11all a

few decades，t}le planet、ⅣiH even ceaSe to be c婶able of supponing complex fbms oflife．

So tlle traditional alltllropocentric view has to be ch明ged．As mchard St．Barbe’Bak髓

claims，“Man has lost his way in t11e jullgle of chemistry and engincering and will haVe to

retrace his stcps，however painful this may be．He will have to discoVer w：herc he went wmng

a11d make his peace wi血nature．111 so doing，perhaps he may be able to recapnlre t11e rhyt№

of life a11d the love of me simple tllingS of 1ife，which will be an ever-unfolding joy to h曲．”

(Goldsmi也369)Then how call m粕‘‘m8l【e 11is peace with nature”to‘‘recapture血e rhy恤n of

1ifF，甜1d e嘣oy“?What is the ideal man．a11d—nature relationship?The 1 9匝century American

t啪scendentalist writer弛d prese“ation廿linker，Henry David Thoreau，as early as 150 years

ago aJlswered the questions in H铆如玎．

耽胁"，wmch is 1110rc肌’s masterpiece，records the帆o years and t、vo mon也s that

Thoreau spem alonc in the w00ds near Concord，Massachusens．Wi也n矾帕as its subject aIld

龇exploration of恤relationshjpbe叭en man趾d natWe as its contcnt，阮胁”曲lds
beforc our eyes a beauti削view ofnamre and me h啪an soul．Far舶mbeing a mere accomt

ofhis physical life at me pond，耽姚聍is rich in descriptions of characters 1110reau

encoumered in me woods瑚ging舶m啪odc删ers to bmte animals，comments on life in the

United S诅tes and in趾cient times，legends and historical a11ecdotes，趾d lastbut notthe leaSt，

his own rcnections on his reading．In this book，Thoreau depictl}d the c嘶ingly sinlple趾d

serene life he enjoyed砒W越den Pond by coeXisting h姗oniously诵th n姐鹏．

With thc development of modem civilization，n矾∽h嚣s硼隆red lHlprecedented

devastation．Today，nature is giving place to material goods，Which rcIlders people helpless on

a spiritual wastel鼬d．Cherishing me memory of the good，01d days and n1；e dre锄to ren】n1 to
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na嘶，modem people are in search of行ecdom and peace of廿le soul and a spiritual

distillation，which is available only When mall stays in hannony埘th naturc．耽Z出玎is a book

which propagates nle h眦10nious coexistence between man and nature and仃ansmits to

humaIl race“where he went wrong’’and how he might“recapture me rhymm of life and me

loVe oftlle simple nlings of life”．

Stanley Edgar Hym趾，in his essay“Henry Thoreau in Ollr Time”，pointcd out that

“Cemral to a11y interpre诅tion 0f Thorcau is Walden，both the exp鲥ence of 1iving by the pond

and me book th砒reported it．As he explains in me book，it、vas an ex协eriment in human

ecology(a11d if ThoreauⅥ哪a scientist in aIly field，it was ecology，tllough hc preceded thc

terrn)，an anempt to work out a satisfktory rclationship between mall aIld his envir0啪em．’’

(Thomas 3 1 8)This tllesis is going t0 discussⅡle bamonious mall．a11d．natme relationshiD aS

reflected in Thoreau’s鼢协聆，along、vitll t11e si鲫ficallce ofhis idcas in the modem societv．



Chapter l SOurces of Thoreau’s Nature Consciousness

BefIore penetrating d∞ply into 1moreau’s ideas of a h鲫monious mall-and-nature

relationship，a clear understanding of me sources of Thoreau’s nature—consciousness is quite

necessal了．So such imponant fktors踮Thoreau’s hometown Concord，ms belief New

En91a11d Trallscendentalism，his sojo啪at walden Pond will be dealt、Ⅳi也in mis chapter，as

all of mem have con们bmed to some exte：nt to也e fornlation of Thoreau’s ideas of

man-and-nature relationship．

1．1 Concord

Thoreau was bom in Concord，Massachusetts，on the 12m of Jul弘1817．A toml of

eastem MassachllSetts on the Concord RiVer，Concord pmvided Thoreau、vitll much of his

education and moSt of hjs litcrary subjects．He made concord 11is only home aIld spem all his

lifein ornear“，埘mollly afew shortmpstoMaine orC印eCod，and onelongerjollnleyto

Canada．What he sought was tlle most energetic natI腓and Concord s衄cad for mis purpose

Concord lies about l 7 miles nomlwest of Boston at tlle confluence of龇Sudbufy础ver

and the Assabet RiVer．These broad，slow·moVing rivers，tog劬er研tll five majorbrool【S and

the low-lying meadows along th锄，Were me heart of old Concord(‘‘Concord’’)．It was t11is

area 0f land t11at enabled Tboreau to establish a close communion with nal=Ilre and fhnher

cultiVate his Views on m如·and-nanlre rclationsllip

Thoreau was interested in eVery natu脚fact．Whereverhe Went，

Under his am he carTied an old music—book to press pl锄ts；in his pocket，his diaIy

aIld pencil，a spy—91ass for birds，microscope，jack-knife，趾d twine．He wore a

straw h砒，stout shoes，s缸Dng gmy trousers，to brave scmb·oaks and smila)【，and to

climb a仃ee for a hawk’s or a squiH_el’s nest．He waded into也e p001 for the

waterpl锄曲，趾d his g吐Dng legs were no insigllificant parc ofhis婶mor．(Stcwart 64)
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Emerson thus commented on Thoreau，“He chose，、Ⅳisely no doubt for llimsel￡to be t11e

bachelor of thought a11d natl鹏．His eyeⅥ，髂open to beauty，a11d his ear to music．He found

these，not in rare conditions，but wheresoeVer he went．’’As a reslllt，“He knew t11e count科

like a fox or a bird，and p踮sed throu曲it as freely by p砒hs ofhis own．He l(11ew every track

in the snow or on the gmund，aIld what cfeatllre had taken ms pam before llim．’’(Stewart

64-65)Thoreau had a habit of ascertaining the meaSures aIld dis乜nces of objects whjch

interested him，恤size of仃ees，the deptll aIld extent of ponds and rivers，the height of

mOulltains，aIld me air—line distallce of his f打orite smnmits．This，“aIld his intimate

knowledge of the territory about Concord，made him“缸into the profession of land．sunreyor．

It had me adVantage for|lim tllat it led him comin吼lly into new aIld secluded gmunds，and

helped his studies of Nature．”(Stewan 58)Just船he saw拙e day as an epitome of the year，

he saw Concord趾epitome of也e world．He eXtolled his own town and neighborhood as the

most f打ored center for natuufal obseⅣation．By cen姐ing his e”s 0n Concord，Tboreau

掣asped beauty of t11e whole nature．

Thoreau drew on llis experiences in concord for most of his lit审rary subjects．He

recorded in hjs如MM口，on Sept黝bcr 4，184l，“I mink I could、vrite a poem to be called

C0ncord．For ar目抛ent I should have tlle砌ver，the Woods，Ⅱ1e Ponds，the Hills，tlle Fields，

the Swalllps and Meadows，the S仃eets and Bllildings，a11d the Villagers．nIe Moming，Noon，

aIld EVenin昏Spring，Summer，Au姐nn，and Wimer，Night，Indian Su㈣r，and The

Mountains in the H嘶zon．”(Myerson 22)ThercⅥ，髂no“ng in Concord t11at he would

砸llingly 1et slip in his observation趾d in his nan∽、柑tings．Aner a 7一day rowboat

excllrsion w池his brotller J0hn，he wrote llis first book一胁如。甩历P co聆∞耐册d

胁Ⅳ砌口幽胁P憎．And his 2-year solitary life砒Walden Pond pmduc。d his m勰terpiece

腑胁”，Dn上塘加胁P胁D蕊．0tller works such as essays like“walkinn“A1咖mnal Tints’’

arld“Wild Apples”are all results ofhis corlcentrated life in Concord．
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In addition to ofrering a chance to associate、vith nature，Concord pr0Vided a cultural

and intellectual atmosphere because oftlle American literati arld artists who took up residence

tllerc．Among thcm werc Ralph Waldo Emerson，Nathaniel HawⅡlome，Bronson Alcott aIld

his dau曲ter Louisa May，DaIliel Chester Frcnch，and william E1lery ChaIIning the Younger

Seveml others were爵equent Visit(Irs of Concord，such as Margaret Fuller，Franklin Sanbom

and Walt Whinnan．nley were llIlconVentional thinkcrs，writcrs and ref．omers who helped

make mid—cemury New England alive with lHlconVentional ideas，which encouraged Thoreau

in his own nonconfo肋mes．Besides，Concord had its active Temperance Society and me

Middlesex Anti—Slavery Society，of廿le laner nlorcau was an enmusiastic supponer

Almost eVery imponaIlt aspect of Thorcau’s life a11d works is connected，to some exte咄

、Ⅳi血Concord．He liVcd there，worked恤ere a11d“dedicated his genius埘th such entire love to

me fields，hills aIld waters of 11is natiVe to啪，mat he made t11em known aIld intcrcsting to all

reading Americans，and to people oVer the sea．”(Stewart 63)

1．2 New England Transcendentalism

New En西and Transcendcntalism is an import觚t source of Thorcau’s

nature—consciousness in that it drew noreau to nature aIld allowed hiIn splace to develop his

own ideas of naturc．

In the 1 830’s，a small group of like—minded New Englallders already g抽ered in

ConcOrd．Not quite contented、vith the material·oriemed life of their痂ne，tlley fomed

龇mselVes into a11 infornl宙club called廿le Transcendentalist Club，whiah吼s opcn to all

who wiShed to exchange ideaS on the new views in philosophy，theology aIld ljteratl】re．while

holding dif诧rent opinions about mally t11ings，me group seemed in general hamlony in tlleir

conviction mat within t11e nature of mall there was some也ingⅥrhich“仃anscended”huma王l

experience—锄intuition aIld perSonal revelation． They discussed maners of interest，

expressed meir views，锄d published their joumal，砌P D砒in an attempt to reach more



people who would share tlleir view．Under the editorship of Ma垮鹏t Fuller and later of

Emerson(aidcd by Thorcau)，tlle joumal published 16 issues oVer a period of 4 years

Almou曲its circIllation neVer exceeded 1，000，its innuence was“despread

There was“no hard and fast body of doctrine，no o“hodoxy，of trallscendentalism’’

TraIlsccndent“sm“was a movemell_t__philosophical，literary，a11d social—也at emerged

跏ong New EnglaIld intcllectuals，mainly in the en“rons of Boston，in the l 830’s．”Emerson，

looking back 1ater in 1ife on tlle movement，called it“a reaction against tlle too fo】飘al science，

religion a11d sociaJ life of the e盯lier period．”(Bmoks 340)

The tmnscendentalists“might loVe and rcspcct nan∽”，but they love it because they妇
nanlre to be“his own work，a mirror in which hc looks at llimself and says(1ike a poet

relislling his o啪verses)，‘mat a genius I锄!Who wouldhave mought伪ere was such stufr

in me?"’(Bmoks 341)They regarded nanlre“as a11 accident aIld an e脆ct of the reality of

sp谢t，as but a dream aIld a sllade”．Thercfore，廿le end ofmall is not to stu蚵objective nature，

bm to seek to engage tlle“spiritIlal fhct”mat nature symbOlizes or to interprct me

met印horical burden ofthe h砌a堇1 mind．(Bmoks 343)

Speaking of trallscendentalism， one caIl not ne91ect me leading New England

Tr撒scendentalist，蹦ph waldo Emerson．‘‘No importaIlt Am甜c锄writer of his tirne was

unaffectedby Emerson”．(Rubinstein 3 1)noreau was no exception．In fact’the innuence也at

Emerson had had on Thoreau aIld tlle help th砒hc had rcndercd call never be exaggerated．

While Thoreau was a senior at Han，ard iil 1 837，he had read EmerSOn’s nrst book，^切nlr已，

which‘‘has often been called me bible of NewEn甜aIld Tmscendentalisnr’，aIld on retuming

to Concord，he begaIl a personal雠endship谢th Emerson．(Stewan 7)He lived in Emerson’s

house for some time as a live·in handym髓，wllich undoubtedly provided him with even morc

access to Emerson’s libmry aIld conversation．It was during this period，between 1 841 a11d

1843，tllat Thoreau began to try his hand at writing，since EmerSon gaVe 1mOreau me crucial
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adVice to begin a、砌ter’s joumal and，later，offered 1110reau challces t0 publish aIticles in劢8

D蛔Z．And it was on land Emerson had just bought by the sbores of Walden mat Thoreau

began his most‰ous experiment in living a11d writing．Thoreau made friends with Emerson，

embraced his ideas and carried Emerson’s ideas even funher

InⅣaf“阳，Emerson summoned his readers to seek“an orig协al relation to也e ulliverse，

to attemm all actiVe，direct，卸d personal perception of nature—of tlle physical nature which

surrounds one on a couIltry删k，and of tlle idea】nan鹏which，in his view，lies bellind a11d

bcyond mat actuality．”(Brooks 674)By‘‰ideal naturc”，Emerson meant to suggcst that

nature was in f孔t“a renectior卜_a body证g fbrtll—0f mall’s own spirit，'．(Bmoks 761)

Emerson 10Ves nature，but is neVcr concem甜wim廿1e phenomena of删ture for their own

sakcs．Though he claimed to be‘、he lovcr ofunc01Itained and i姗ortal bcauty’’and deli曲ted

in pondering in州ldemess，he fen“ccrtain tllat廿le powert0 produce this deIight does not

reside in naturc，but in maIl”．(Brooks 691)He believcd that nature is a docile embracer of

humaIl dominion a11d mat mall can readily take nanlre as his own possessionS．

The sentiInents expressed by EmerSon“stimlllated Thoreau tO日xplore nature for

hjmself and gave him sanction and justification矗)r doing so”．(Brool【s 761)Thoreau staned

as a devoted follo、Ⅳcr of Em㈣m believing山at nature s曲ply renects man’s spirit as也e

moon rcnects light borrowed丹om血e sllll．In 1839，Thoreau wmte，‘‘A1l nature is our satcllite，

Whose li曲t is dull and reflected．She is subaltem to us，—an印isode to our poem；for we are

p幽ary，and radiate light and heat t0 the system．”(Brooks 762)Lateb however，in tlle

process of putting船mscefldcmalist ideas into more rigorous practice in his抽m“dualistic

style of liVing，his work船surveyor a11d lifclong observer of Concord’s natural history，

Thoreau deVeloped mou曲ts of llis o帅．He invened Emerson’s conception of nan聆as

subormnaie to maIl，the reason being that，by tenlper锄ent Th0Ieau savored nature a11d

enjoyed“for its own sake f缸more tll趴Emerson ever did．One caIl not imagine Emerson



snorting afld galloping witll glee after a fox on a sno、W hillside，merely to seeⅥ，hat me fox

、vould do，or s甜ously thiIlking of eating a woodcbuck as a mealls of imm既sing himselfmore

deeply in t11e wild creation．Here a11d there in Thoreau’s natu嘴descriptions，he established“a

reciprocal relation between himself and t11e t}ling obserVed”．(Stewart 76)h1 his eyes，nature

exists for its own sa：ke．Man shouId coexiSt ha咖onjously witll nature．

It is quite natural for Thoreau to develop ideas of his own，for“Botll as a loose

imellectual community aIld as a loose convergence of ideas，transcendentalism provided a

space wherc a yollllg州iter collld practice without becoming a disciple，an echo ch眦ber to

first discem aIld then extend onc’s o啪voice．’’(Bickmajl 12)In a word，transcendentalist

ideas drew ThOreau to nature aIld allowed him space to“extend his Own Voice”，which

comributed to me development ofhis views on a harmonious m锄一aIld-nature relationship．

1．3 Thoreau’s Sojourn at Walden Pond

The one也ing about nloreauⅥ札ch evc哆body knows is his硎rcment to walden．This

experience must be givcn in aIly accollllt of llis lifc because it unquestionably served t0

rele踮e his creative pawers and如“her shped his ideas of a hannoniaus man-姐d-nature

relationship．

1．3．1 Reasons for His Approach

Thoreau、Ⅳas nei_【ller a hernlit nor a skulker．He might be 8 very competent‘jack of all

trades”ifhe had wallted to be．E删：rson thlls commemed upon ThOreau：

Never idle or selfindlllgent he preferred，when he wamed mOney，eanling it by

some piece of manual labor agreeable to him，as building a boat or a fence，

planting，gra丘ing，surveying，or omer short、Ⅳork to aIly long engagemems．Witll

his hardy habits and fbw wants，his skill in wood—cm，aIld his powerful arit№ctic，

he啪sverycompetenttolivein aIlypanoftheworld．(Thomas267)

He once devised an impmved metllod of producing聊hjtc wllich was tO improVe the
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s1[aIldard of living ofhis f抽ily．11lis invention in pencil—making could have secured his扣ltIIre

as a Very rich mall．“Bm no discoVery ofY孤山ec ingenuity in himselfwas likely to divert him

into t}le cultiVation of so dubious a giR．”(Thomas 328)wllen his衔ends congramlatcd him

tllat he had now opened his way to fomme，Thoreau replied mat he ghould never make

another pencil．“‘Why should I?1 would not do again what I have done once．’’’(Stewart 58)It

is obVious that he did not wallt to accept a11y of the ways of living he had tried．Joseph wood

Kmtch commented on tllis point in his“Paradise Found”，“There seemed no啪y ofm幽ng a

liVing__teaching，、vdtin昏or pencil-making—which did not诅ke up rnore precious time也aIl

he was willing to give to it⋯”(T1lomas 329)“He res啪ed llis endless walks and

IniscellaIleous studies，m出ng eVery出【y some ncw acquaintance诵tll Nature，t110u曲as yct

neVer speaking of zoology or botaIly，since，though very studious of natural fhcts，he、Ⅳas

incurious oftechnical and textual science．”(Stewan 58)

why did nloreau reject all professions aIld go to live by me pond?There arc mainly

mree reasons．First，he yeamed to live alone by apond for years．As early as 1841，he删e in

Ks乃“r开口，ofbuildmg llis own cabin by a pond：“1 want to go soon and live away by the

pond⋯But my丘iends ask what I谢ll do when I get mcrc?Will it∞t be employrnem

enou曲to watch慷progress ofthe seaSons?”(Harding 123)0n December 24 me s锄e year

he alsowrote：“1wamto go soon趾dliVe a、Ⅳayby血e pond，、vhercI shallhearonly血ewind

、)l，hisp甜ng锄ong the reeds．n谢ll be a success if I shall have left rnyse嵋behind．”(Thomas

329)Living by a pond wollld b鳅蚰tisfy hjs need to obsenreⅡle namral world．Second，廿1e

quietly picturesque Scenery of walden Pond was just ri曲t for Thoreau to acc∞叩1ish hjs

main goals of w—ting aIld studying n抓眦．At tllat time，he was conceiviIl|g a plall to、砌te a

book about his bo砒trip谢tll his bmtller JollIl，which he did finish during the time and、vas

later published as爿肌幽。胛肪P co船∞耐口耐胁玎fm胛七Rfw憎．And it啪s in me Woods

t11at he completed t11e first draft ofhis beauti蜘prose work，耽删幻．Third，he could lead a
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life in his own way．In fkt，fbm 1 840 on，Thoreau had accumulated in his journal good

reasons for、vjmdrawing丹om sociallife．He was detemlined to leave山e secular柏irs for

some time，to see how mean tlley were and to“moVe away from public opinion，丘om

govemment，丘Dm religion，fImm education，丘Dm society．”(Thoms 328)And he wem 6lrther，

‘1qo tnle aild braVe person will be coment to live on such a footing埘m 11is fcllows and

himself as the 1aws of eVery household require．The house is tlle very haullt aIld lair of our

Vice．I am impatient to埘t11dmw myself疗om undef“s roof as aIl uncleall spot．There is no

circulationⅡlere；it is扎ll of stag芏lant and mephitic VapourS．”(Thoms 328)Seeing t11e“quiet

desperation”involVcd in his f砒ler’s叫1Iling ofⅡ地pencil fhtory as well as in llis nei曲bo心

sceking a higher standard of liVin舀Thoreau、vas resolved to eXperiIncnt、Ⅳi血a saller，1ess

s雠ssful altematiVe to this slave．1ike pursuit of mat耐al ttlings．At WaldIen，Thoreau cOuld

simplify and experience the most unpretcnding life．By being in harmony with natIlre，he

found a s01ution t0 nlc maddening i11fluence of me increasingly indus雠alizcd society

HoweVer，such a life，in llis neigllbors’eyes，waS loafing．In aIlswer to tllis，Thorcau declared：

1 went to the、Ⅳoods because I、vished to live deliberately’to front only也e

esse埘al facts oflife，alld see ifI collld not leanl what it had to teach，and not，

when I came to die，discover that I had not lived．I did not wish to live what was

not life，liVing is so dear；nor did 1 wish to practice resign撕on，unless it was quite

necessary．1 w卸舱d to liVe deep and suck out aH the marrow of life，to live so

sturdily a11d Spartall—like astoputto rout allmatwas notlife，协cut a bmad swath

and shave close to“ve lifc into a comer，and reduce it to its lo啊est terms，and，if

it pmVed to be me柚，Ⅵmen也en to gct tIle wh01e aIld genuine m锄ess ofit，and

publish its me锄ess to the wodd；or if it were sublime，to know it by eXperience，

aIld be able to give a tme扯count of“in my next excursion．(126)

This paragraph is a declaration of ThOreau’s detemlination to“live deIiberately’’
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Instead ofpracticing resignation，Thoreau was rcady to“reduce life to its lowest tenns’’and to

liVe“Spanall一like”so as to“f酏e only thc essemial f犯s of life，live de印aIld suck om all t11e

man删of life”．In other words，by liVmg at walden，Thoreau intended to find discipline，to

seek mlth in a simple a11d amdamental circuInstance without the iIltervention of civilized and

conVentional lifc，to work out a satisf如tory rcl撕011ship between man and his environmem，to

promise a way t0 tlle“lligher society”．His book阮埘幻is，then，a11 expression of his

philosophical meaIling tll：mugh his experience of the outward to inward，舫m material to

spirimal．Therefore，Thorcau wemto龇pond，notto retreatfrom society butto姆tofindtlle

tnnh which may change nlis society into a better and hi曲er one．As Thoreau declared in t11e

book，“I do not pmpose to writc an ode to dejection，but to brag as ll】Stily a$chaIlticleer in me

mor!ling，staIlding on his rooSt，ifonly to wake my nei曲bors up’’劬m me blind negligence of

nature．(116)

So in March 1845，Thorcau beg蛆to build his linle hut by Walden Pond．On July 4，

1 845，he ofhcially took up tlle residence．The date was not chosen at ran(Iom．IIlstead，

Thoreau meaflt it to revcal to the、Ⅳorld his desire to be ind印endent a11d$eek for tnlth of a

h咖lonious rclationship bet、veen mall alld nature．

1．3．2 Thoreau’s Life at Walden

Joseph Wood Knltch claim酣in‘‘Paradise FollIld”，“The retirement to Walden is me

central featWc in tlle legend of Thoreau．’’(Thomas 327)D谢ng the 26 months Thoreau stayed

at Walden，he reduced his material requirements to t量le minim啪a11d tried to be self_sufncient

in eVer”hing，spending about six weeks a year plallting bealls etc．and working to maintain a

meager yet decent liVelmood，but州ting and cnjoyiflg nature most of t11e time for t量le rest of

me ye盯．He mainly worked on his book一Ⅳ名以。即肪P c0珂cord硎d娩Ⅳ咖粥七R如P脂

(1 849)，a n锄ⅢiVe n钾el essay，reco删ng a boating trip he took wim his brotller Jolln in

1 839．Mean、vhile he kept a large jounlal which，on Emerson’s advice，he had staned and
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made use of to rccord his life a11d reflections．This was the basis，on Which he later condensed

and reworked for five years into his masterpiece∥甜如竹(1854)．He spent a night in jailin

Concord in 1 847，for refusing to pay taxes to me commonwealⅡl of Massachusetts because of

its endorsement of slavery and Mexican war both of which Thoreau momlly opposed-Two

years later he、vrote aIl essay called‘‘CiVil Disobcdience(1849)’’out 0f也is砸son expe。ience，

which later inspired such diverse嘶ters a11d 1eaders as Leo T01Stoy，M蛐a Gandhi，

Manin Luther King and Allen Ginsberg．

Thoreau was not really remote fbm the village aIld矗Dm llis衔ends．EVery now and

廿1en，he ret啪ed to me village，chattcd撕m也e to姗speople and dined谢tll量lis仃iends·

Therc were also visitors who occasiomlly called at his cabin．So his retiremI：nt to Walden is a

ge咖re and a syIIlbol radlertllan an adventure．What he intendedto achieve is mat，mmu曲

mis ge咖re or synlbol，he mi出express llis mought州ch ome而se wollld have been too

cOmDlicated to be吼derstood e髂ily．“Thoreau is a dceper a11d more cOmplicatcd writer也an

we have been told，andⅡlat血e book is esse而ally dyn锄ic r弛er也aIl$tatic，a moVemem

from something to sometlling，ramer tllan the simple repon洫g of all experience·”(Thoma8

3191

1110reau put empllasis on the舶edom 0f plJrsuing one’s life iIlstead of clinging to a

cenain way of living．He exclailned m‘‘conclusion’’，“1k surf缸e of the eanh is son and

impressible by tlle feet ofmcn；and so谢m the pallls、^，hich the mind订avels·How wom and

dusty，then，must be龇high、vays of tlle world，how de印也e mts of tmdition and

conf0Ⅱnity!，，(452)In刀kⅣb，fon 4玎历。如∥矿4mP，jc口抑三f招Mf“阳，one also rcads such

comments on Thoreau，t·His whole life，a舭r the period of unce蹦nty ab鲫t a11 occupation in

his early manhood，bec锄e a calculated remsal to liVe by the materialistic Values of t11e

neighborsⅥ，ho provided h妇砌l a microcosm of the world．By simpli毋ing his needs⋯he

succeeded，with minimal compromises，in 1iving his 1ife ramer也aIl w嬲ting it in e枷ng a
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liVing．”(Baym l 558)

At the end of two years锄d抑o montlls，Thoreau moVed back to Concord，feeling that

he hadlived one ofthelives hewas bomtoliveintheworld．“IleRtllewoodsfor as good a

reason as 1 went there．Perhaps it seemed to me tllat I had several more lives to 1ive，a11d could

not spare any more time forⅡlat one．”(452)From mese words，Thoreau’s philos叩hy of

liVing in seclusion is clearly scen．Whcn he fclt like、Ⅳimdra谢ng舶m so|ciety a11d living in

solitude，he did it、Ⅳitllout hesitation．But he、vould tellninate his stay in t11e woods whcn he

mought he had had cnou曲．In this sense，Ⅱle reason why Thoreau did not live at waldcn for

life despite his intense loVe of nanlre is eVident．The f砬t is，Thoreau did not propose to

discard reallife completely，but to appeal to modem Inan to immerse in nature at certain times

fbr serenity a11d a sense ofbelonging，to innDspect whetllerhe、vas justifieId in his do衲gs，so

恤at human society could develop more healthily．Thoreau believed that man must not cut out

his roots in nature．Instead，a healthy socie够need maintain a balance between civili删on and

nature．While he stayed 8t WaIdeIl，he台equcntly wcnt back to me town，m融visitors，or even

went on an excllrsion to the lli曲est peak in New En舀a11d

Witllout imervemions行om the outsiile world bec{¨lse Of his sal【isfhction with tbe

simple life in nature，Thoreau began to discem his lifelong intercst：sal眦ering in natllre，

studying and wTiting about it．He recorded his observations a11d reflected 0n how to maintain

a balance between civilization and nature．While at me Walden Pond．1horeau held close

cOmmunion、vith nature d嘣ng wIlich he developed and experimented、vith his ideas of

m肌一aIld—nature relationsllip．
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Chapter 2 The Harmonious Man—and-Nature Rtlationship as

Renected in Thoreau’s胁f如挖

T11rou吐a close contact、Ⅳitll n曲ure，Thorcau gradu以ly fo蛐ed his own Views on

IrlaI卜and-nanlre rclationsllip．In tllis pan，Thoreau’s Views are to be analyzed in fbur aspects，

all of which are inten_elated 8nd tlle omission of any one of mem might hinder the

comDrehensive llllderstanding of a h锄onious rel砒ionship between man and nature，as

renccted in Thoreau’s m咖iece胁胁H．
2．1 Simplicity———Way to End Man’s Abuse of Nature

Emerson once declarcd 11lc鹏au to be‘‘a bom protes切nt’’(Stew越74)，one of nle

re；lsons being也at Thoreau protested against a n啪ber of evils in ollr modem world in his

瑚咀sterDiece阡铆如力，one of which was me rising expense of liVing．MaIl blindly striVes for

physical comfort and e面oynlent at tlle cost of nature．s撇l西y againstl tlle luxurious life，

Thorcau is known forhis call to si埘Ipli玲．His s诅y at walden is in itself aIl experiment of a

shnplified lifbstyle．As a matter of‰t’what Thoreau preaches is not just a way 0f liVing，but

an attitude maIl shollld adopt to删s nan粥．

2．1．1 A Way ofLiving

Thoreau expressed his idca of simplicity in thc chapter“Economy，’He begall at t王le

actual Doint at which he fbuIld his neighbors and h．msel￡In Thoreau’s eyes，也e misfonune of

his townsmen was·‰have iIlllerited伽ms，houses，b锄s，cattle，aIld fa啪ing t001s；for thcse

are more easily acquired than got rid of'’．(4)‘‘By a seeming f如⋯they are ernployed⋯

laying up treasures which motll and mst、】vill comlpt and thieVes breal【衄ou班and steal_n is

a f001，s life．”(6)As for Thoreau，his home at Walden was a small c a_bin built by himsel￡His

如miture．Dart of which he made himself，consi时ed of only th协gs tll砒w幸re essemial for life：
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‘‘a bed，a table，a desk，Ⅱlree chairs，a looking—glass thfee inches in di锄e伦r，a pair of tongs

and andirons，a keme，a skillct，aIld a的ing-paIl，a dippcr，a wash．bowl，t、vo kniVes趾d fbrks，

three plates，one cup’one spoon，a jug f．or mol鹊ses，alld a j印amled l枷p．”(88)Besides，

Thorcau ate simply and plainly while at Walden．‘‘Instead of three me猷s a day，if“be

necessary eat but one；instead ofhllndred dishcs，five；a11d reduce other things in proponion．”

(126)Man商ght usc as simple a diet as the a11imals，and yet r咖in healm and s仃en班h．

Thoreau restrained hjmself丘om meat，co矗’ee arld wine，bm lived on t圭]lc beans and otller

vegetables he raised，the berries and hcrbs hc picked aIld tlle fish he caught．He chose to liVe

by making his wants few，aIld supplying tllem himself During the time Thoreau stayed at

Walden Pond，his avemge outgo per week was 27 cents，Which coVered me necessities he

could not produce himsel￡

Thoreau had adopted simplicity for many reasons．Hehad been confu$ed conceming the

means and ends of life，so he tried to rcduce life to its simplest terrns，to clear a、7慑y me

ob咖cles tllat stoodbe帆een him and也e‘‘g啪d fact”of 1ife．In 1 857，Thoreau、Ⅳrote in his

jounlal：

By poveny，i．e．simplic埘of life and fewness of incidems，I aIIl solidified趾d

crys诅llized，as a v印or or 1iquid by cold．n is a singular concelItration of mength

and energy and navor．ChaSt时is perc印tIlal acquahaIlce谢tll the a11．My dif如se

and v印orous life becomes as thc舶St leaves and spicul趾radiallt as gems，、veeds

and咖bble in a稍nter moming．You mink mat I锄impovarislling myself by

withdraWing矗Dm men，but in my solitude I have w0Ven for myself a silken web Or

chrysalis，and nymph-like，shall ere long burst fonh a more per斑ct creature，fim洒

for a higher society．By simplicity⋯my life is concen旬rated and so becomes

organized⋯which before啪s inorganjc aIld lumpish．(Paul 246-247)

Thoreau lived inⅡle middle period of the 19恤century，d耐ng which tlle Am鲥caIl



capitalism boomed．People fell oVer themselVes for咖de aIld fortune，and had profit pursuit

a11d accumulation of wealm as the sole aim of life．In me view of Thoreau，money d印rived

m姐of conscience aIld distortcd humaIl nature．He seemed to be watching poor pcople

“cmshed aJld smothered”llllder me heavy load，‘‘crecping down the road of 1ife”．(4)Who

made mem slaves ofthe soil aIld oftlleir own possessions?The ans、Ⅳer is the mcn themselves

because they黼led to understaIld nle‘廿ue necessaries a11d means of lifc”，but just chose t11e

common mode of living．Thoreau belieVed tllat“our lifc is衔ttered a啪y by detail’’arld

questioned“why should、Ⅳc livc晰也Such hurry and、vaste of life?’’(128)Thoreau himself

had rcduced the meaIls of life not becalJse he w如ted to prove tllat he could go、^，ithom them，

or to disclaim meir Value in e耐ching life，but because they were usually f赴titious．Wealth

can not bring about richness．n mbbed one of life itSelf Life，in Thoreau’s unde糌tanding，is

wonhy of being called lifc only when it is up to a certain spiritual stalldard．‘q“ost of the

luxuries，and mally of the so-called comforts of lifc，are not o芏lly not indiSpensable，but

positiVe hin出ances to tlle elevation of maIlkind”，because it made men slaves of money a11d

thus bec锄e the tools of也eir tools．(1 8)Thoreau also commemed on“mat seemin91y wealmy

but most terribly impoVerished cl嬲s of all”，by saying that mey‘‘have accumulated dross，but

know not how to use it，or get rid ofit，and thus haVe forged meir own golden or silver

fetters’’．(20)By refbrring to nleir wealtll aS“dross”and“golden or silver fbtters”tllcy havc

forged for themselVes，Thoreau showed llis scom for rich people．He is also scom血1 toward

luxurious lifb and matcrial benefits．

Seeing people“cmshed and smomered”under the heaVy load of accumulated dmss，

Thoreau，witll the seren蚵of a sage，called on people to adopt the simplified lifc style．He

belieVed only by“simplicity，simplic咄simplic畸”caIl people o慨n me tme essence of life

This was not a deliberate posc in tlle least degree，but a call that Thoreau uttered矗om tlis

iIllle珊ost pan of his he弧．Thorcau had experimented to find out just how important the
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commodities of life were．By simplifying，Thoreau did not mean t0 do州thout necessities of

1ife．but wanted to see what was essential，tllat is，whe山er or not tllings served me铲and erds

of human life．He had 1e锄ed from廿1e economy of nature that“The necessaries of 1ife for

man in thjs climate may，accurately enou曲，be dis砸buted u11der血e several heads of Food，

Shelter，Clo恤ing，alld Fucl”．(14)These were me essentials on恤co衄odity leVel of 1ife，

necessary to蛆y hi曲er life，舭d he did not deny them．His conclusion waS帆骶m。anS

were not soim∞rtantastlle endsofl如as妞material society ass唧edtll；ey were·

Thoreau energetically advocatcd a simplified a11d tM姆way of life-The purpose wa8

notto ret啪tothe savage觚d、Ⅳildtimcs，butto appealtome publicto bleak away舶m me

conventions姐d h01d fast to simplicity and啪adomment．Thoreau canonized me wise and

virtuous people of龇姐cient times，wbo，instead of seeking‰e趴d weanh，deviated from

the material DurSu“aIld d“oted a11 their time and ene唱y to self_pe出ction．Whjle at Walden，

Thoreau reduced llis material re删rements to缸minim啪aIld main诅ined a satis觚ory life，

freeinghimselffor his眦work of miIll【ing and州ting，趾d mus dcmon$劬岫d to his fellow

men a way of life—simplic时．

2．1．2 An Attitude Man Shou埘Adopt toward Nature

Thofeau，s call to simpli旬is not o工lly a way of living，but from me pIerspective of desire

motivation criticism，als0 an毗ittlde m锄should adopt towards nature·

Desh motivation criticism is an imponallt ecological血ought of ule 20th century·In

order to understand it，one has to makc clear，first of all，ofthe desire rnotiVation tlleory·

The so．called desire motivation也cory is composed of tllree 1ayerS Of meaIlings·Firstly，

mall 1ives for血e pu巾ose ofsatis巧ing his desires ofall kinds．Secondly，maIl’s hard work a11d

exDloration of血c Wodd have not砌y gratmcd his dcsires alld eXploit甜his potentials，but

Dromoted civilization趾d me developmem of m肌kind as well．Th砌y，Inan’s desires are

endless“ence tlle developnlent of maIlkind is without ending．Of aH ages，millkers have
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agrced t11at human desire is me tremendous impetus(h砒promotes the deVelopment of society·

Kant once said that、vithout the ruthless chase afkr fame and wealtll，、Ⅳithout me 1ustrous

desire for possession and power，all man’s natural talems would have been in deep slumber-

(Li 333)Hegel also pointed out that、Ⅳithout desire，all great enteIprises in me world would

not have succeeded．(62)Mar)(Weber believed tllat the desire for possession or for wealm has

been in everyone ever since the beginning of priV a_tc ownership a11d it is me Very thing mat

“ves man to pursue and devclop．(7·8)HoweVer，ecological thought of也e 20t11 cemury

criticized this theOry harshly，pointing out也at humall desire，1ikc a dev|il released f而m a

bottle，is hard to Mng llnder cornrol once it is啾丘_ce．Ifhman desire s、ⅣIells immoderatcly，

maJl is doomed to su骶r也e contamination and devas诅tion of nature，the result of which is

inevitably tIle cOmplete de咖tion ofmarlkind．

The tale of Erysich吐10n in Greek mytllology is a good exaⅡlple 0fh删insatiable desire

1eads to destrIlction．Erysichmon，研nce ofThessaly，uIlscmpmously chopped down oaks in a

sacred forest belonging to Demeter，tlle goddess of me}larveSt，to encourage planta廿on·He

、ⅣasⅡ1cn condemncd to perpetllal h吼ger．His desirc for food w嬲endless and bec锄e eVer

s仃onger．The only purpose of his life was to satis母his desire．He atc night a11d da弘without

stopping even in dreanls．But the more he ate，tlle huIl酣erhe bec锄e．Having cons啪ed au

雠1e food supplies storcd up by 1lis ancestors and all his possessions，he s01d his daughter in

exchallge for food．Finally，he could find notlling else to eat but to devDur his own flesh·

(Ovid 118-121)

Erysichthon is perhaps the first man to ruin nature to expaIld production in westem

litemtllre．(waJlg 191)For tllous趾ds ofyears，man has been following his tracks on me road

of material口mduction．And the doom he met Symbolizes me phylogeny刑an is to tail afkr iIl

tlle process of satis母ing llis endless desire．MaIl，like Erysichthon who cons岫ed all廿le food

supplies left over by 11is锄cestors and soldhis daughter for food，埘ll not．Dnly exhaust a11 me
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resources that mother earm has created血rou曲evolution of millions of years，but also

deprive his o凰pmg of materials necessary to meir survival．The consequence is unavoidably

to slau出er each o血er wimout mercy for limited resoWces llllm fimlly bringing mankindto

complete destmction．

According to the RomaIl Club，an intemational，non·govenunental academic research

institute founded in Rome in 1968，man should res竹ain his in刚a_ble desire self-consciously·

Subdued byⅡle temptation oftlle material revolution，mall is now asking f曲栅more than Ks

physiological dcmalld趾dbeing qllite uIlreaSonable toward his 1iVing enVimnInent·HaweVe。，

the eanh is lirnited．If廿le world population，indus打ialization，poll砸on，grain production and

me cons啪Dtion of natuml resources increase at the prcsem rate，the econDmic de、，clopment

on mis Dlanet will come to its 1imit sometime in a hundrcd years．Percyp a member of the

Roman Club．declared that mall is now on his啪y to the final destmction．Man，then，has to

find ways to Stop advallcement觚d changc direction．(10)An e虢ctive叫eaIls is for man to

get rid ofthe habit ofbeing ex仃avag孤t趾d place也e ma耐a1 desire at alowleVel so asto

establish a view of living based on possibility．0吐lenⅣise，if mall is un讪lling t0 or unable to

con仃Ol his devilish desire，he is d00med to su虢r a cmshing blow tog砒er wnh t11e eanh·

In addition to unscmpulous pllHldering of n咖re，swelling ofh咖aIl desire leads to

deh哪a11ization．Willi锄Wordswonll pointcd out that llllchecked h啪锄desire nlined maIl

himself as well as natllre．J似址e a look at those“ple删∽一hlmters，'．They have no time to

appreciate namml be卿．帅at恤y are keen on is just hoW to catch more g锄e8 8wiftly-

Charles Pierre Baudelaire，a French poet，compared hu_111an desire to a mOnster mat weighed

heavily on people’s back．But t0 the poet’s sllr】prise，people、vere moSt'IⅣilling to carry the

monster fo俐盯d．(Wang 1 94)Is“h啪a11 instinct to take也e terrible，opp犯ssiVe monste‘as a

Dart of him?Fmm the vi删vpoim of tlle ecological minking(or desire motiVation criticism)，

mall should restmin and嘶de nle monste“ke desire by going by the guidelinc ofbeing
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beneficial to the wholeness，h锄Inony and steadiness of the ecological system．By bravely

shouldering up the ecological rcsponsibil畸，pursuing shpli打ed matcrial but rich spirittlallife，

aIld going back to harmony、Ⅳith nanⅡe，maIl is able to save himself．

Some ecological thiItkers put fonVard the responsibility研nciple as opposed to the

desire motiVation theory：m眦，as me mos“ntelligent，most powerful and the most destmctive

species on mis planet，must shoulder up tlle responsibility of the survival of all the creatllres

and nle eanh itself M锄shouldbe responsible for tbe natuml cXistence of everyl蛐ng on the

eartll船well as for the suⅣival of mall himsel￡Man should bc rcsponSible forthe off印ring

and the 10ng-tem surviVal of mallkind as weU as for tlle hum孤beings at present．In a word，

man ou曲t to keep himself in t11e ecological systcm趾d furnler be证charge of t11e balallce

andh嘲lony of the Whole system．(Wa工lg 59)Those who are shon of sens|e of responsibility

toward nature are reckless because of ignOr趾ce．Wben伽ey discover the destructive outcome，

they tend to bccome pessimistic趾d desperate．Philosopher Anmony WeSton a11swered tl】e

phenomenon in his一聍加v栅ion幻西lv扣。一朋P，z细Z j协l，05q咖，sayingⅡlat it is never too 1ate

for usto rescue小e ea吡．WehaVetobe awaretllatwe arcthe only rescuers．Thisisthe du哆

Ⅱlat we ought to stan to pedbml now，to stop aU destnlctions we caIl stop，tO establish

ecological consciousness of cenain kind，to leanl to 1ive by tlle ecological consciousness aIld

to live h蛳011iously、vim all me inhabit醐ts on the earm．(56-57)

Thoreau，as early as 1 50 years ago，forcsaw廿le ecological crisis bmught about by

untempered h啪an desire．‘‘By av谢ce and selfishness，a11d a gmveling habit，from Which

none ofuS is free，ofregarding也e soil as pmperty，or t11e means ofacquiring property chieny，

the landscape is defonned．”(234)All is because man‘‰ows Nanlre but as a robber’’

Therefore，Thoreau called upon maIl to practise a simplified lifcstyle as a w町to end maIl’s

abuse of nature because it is a丘er all me craze for 111)(1lry mat reslllts in me destmction of me

enViroment．SiInplicity is the ollly solution to me problem．In鼢协胛，Thoreau pict眦ed a
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his fingers grown imo crooked and bony talons疗om me longhabit of grasping

harpy—like；⋯who thought only of its rnoney Value；⋯who exhausted the 1and

around“，and、vould fain have exhausted the waters wimin it；．．．and would have

drained a11d sold it for me mud at its bo扎0m⋯．I respect not his l曲ors，his f抽n

Where every也ing has its pfice，who would carry山e landsc印e，who would carr)，

his God，to market，if he collld get a11ything for hjm；who goe$to market for 11is

god as it is；on whose fann noming铲ows fke，whose fields bear no cmps，Whose

meadows no flowers，whose tI℃es no fmits，but doUars；who loVes not the beauty

of his丘1lits，whose丘uits are not ripe for him till they are turned to dollars．

(278—280)

Such people did not really care for nan啪．So long as they could sustain lifc and get some

money’tlley would quite谢11in出y seH血eir own sllafc of natllral beauty．Many of them did

mis for nothing morc tllaIl a cup ofmm．1110reau is also against hurning，for“⋯aIly c溉帆re

holds its life by the s锄e tenure that he does．The hare in its ex骶商ty cries 1ikc a ch眦”

(304)

Now that untempered h山nan desire is destnJctive，it is pressing for maIl to propagate

simpIic时as it is a、vay to end man’s abuse of n咖rc髓d aIl anitude mall should adopt toward

nan嘴．This is an indispensable pan 0f 1110reau’s Views on man一趾d-natI勰relationship

2．2 Equa¨勺Hdeal Man-and—Nature Relationship

Thoreau is a pure 10ver of珊【机re．He giVes pfiority to Whole natllre．In his eyes，instead

of me master of nature，man is her child．So thc rclationsllip man has witll all naturaI endties

is that of equal bromerhood．h1耽胁"，nlorcau asked，“帅at is the pill which谢1l keep us

well，serene，contented?Not my or thy gr船t—grandfatller’s，but our great·gmdmomer

Nature’s眦iversal，vegetable，bo洲c medicincs，by which she baS kcpt herselfyoullg always，
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outlived so many old Parrs in her day，and fcd herhealth with their decaying f旮t11ess．”(194)

What Thoreau印plies himself to obseⅣing and kno谢ng is“our great一伊andmother Nature”

herseIf and aU her o凰pfing—司l me plams aIld anjmals廿lat Thoreau takes as his bromers and

sisters．“Every 1inle pine needle eXp趾ded and s、Ⅳe11ed with symp拙y and be衔ended me．1

was so distinctly made a、varc of也e prcsence of something kindred to me，even in scenes

Which、ve are accustomed to call wild锄d dreary，atld also that廿le nearest Ofblood tO me aIld

humaIlist was not a person nor a Villagcr，mat I tllought no place could eVer be s位mge to me

again．”(186)Thoreau fIlrther made his point clear by askin岛“shallI not have intelligence

嘶m the eardl7 Am I not panly leaVes and vegetaMe mould myself?”(1 94)

Fmm his expericnces at Waldcn in morc m肌two years，Thoreau’s idea of equal姆is

cleany seen．He exposed himself to nature as much as possible and chose to be衔end诮t11

brute nei曲borS as birds and animals．“nlou曲a natmlist，he llsed ne油er trap nor gull．”

(Stewan 59)Squirrels锄d birds went rcgul盯ly imo hjs cabin or in丘Dnt of it for food that

Thoreau had especially prepared f．or mcm．A wild rnouse came out of its nest llIldemeam也e

house regularly at 11111ch time and picked up me cruInbs at his feet．Thoreau d印icted tlle lime

It probably hd ncver secn a man bcfbre，aIld it soon bec锄e quite向niliar，and

、vould run oVer my shoes and up my clothes⋯At 1engm，嬲I le锄ed with my elbow

on the bench one day，it m up my clothes，and along my sleeve，a11d round and

round tlle p印er which held my dinner，w11ile I kept me l砒ter close，and dodged and

played at bope印、vitll it；and when at 1嬲t I held still a piece of cheese between my

thumb aIld finger，it came aIld nibbled it，sin证g in my hand，and阻Renvard cleaned

its fbce and paws，like a fly，and walked away．(322)

Needless to say，without revererlce aIld love for nature，、Ⅳitllout the belief of equality in mind，

Thoreau would not have been on such intimate ternls witll the little creature．and he would not
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llave bcen able to give such a vivid desc—ption of the wild mOuse．La研ence Buell，a11 expen

in血e study of Thoreau，pointed out tllat nloreau u11folded all eXistence beyond maIlkind in

his works．That was me most important existence，one that went beyond the eXistence of aIly

h啪arI me埘【ber．(砌昭伽口肋片209)Obviously，what Thoreau stresses is the whole naturc

Man is not也e master ofnature but her child．The relationship that man haS with evcrything in

natuI_e is that of equal bromerhoOd．

Over the yc盯s，Thorcau、Ⅳould look mcr t11e、vild stock of thc town，and watcr me red

huckleberry’t11e safld cherry and me neme—tree，me red pine and tlle black ash，the white

乒ape and t11e yellow Violct，、^柚ch might have witllercd o妇nⅣise in dry$easons．He would

sit in恤e top of a pine廿ee，s、Ⅳaying wim me wind，or crawl about on his hallds aIld krlces

endeavoring to communicate、啊tll a rcluctant wood—f如g．In wanIl eVeIlin窑s，Thoreau would

spend tlle hours of midIli曲t fishing舶m a boat，conversing by a long naxen line埘th

mysterious noct哪al fiShes or ly主ng on conanmm’s clifr imoxicated by th幸Inusic of crickets

in the‰p grass．A11 of也esc exempli母也e衔endly relationship Thoreau es诅blishes w油

everyming in nanlre．EVcn the s扪lggle锄ong ants has fhscin砒ed Thoreau．Emerson once

commented on 1110reau adm试rlgly by saying tllat he‘‘knew the collIlny like a fox or a bird．”

(Bmoks 761)In the course of咖dyiIlg thc living habitS of nying birds舳d、)l，ild animals，

Thoreau c锄e to discover tlle supreme trIJm mat t11e h锄onjous coexistcnce between man

andnatureisanideal s诅tetllatmaIl shomd asp№afcer

The acco州given by some of his contemp0训es cl嘶fies 1110reau’s intense loVe for

nature．In Septcmber，1 842，Namalliel H椭ome，who had just moVed to Concord’recorded

his 6rst impressions ofThoreau in hisjournal

Mr．Thorcau is a keen aⅡd delicale observer of na劬争—a gen试ne observer，which，I

suspect，is almoSt船mre a character as eVen an origin“poet；a11d Natllre，in retum

for his love，seems to adopt hiIn as her especial c王lild，and Shows him secrets which
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beast，nsh，fowl，a11d reDtile．

a士1d has s仃aIlge s州es to tell of
adVeIlmres，and厅iendly passages、：l，i也these lower

b。emren of monality-Herb a11d nower like、Ⅳise，whcrever they gmw，whether in

garden，o。谢ld w00d，are his fhmil泌饿ends．He is alsO on协timate te瑚s州血the

clouds and can tell也e portents ofstorIns．(Harding 138)

so by taking himseIf髂natWe’s“especial chilC norcau 0bservcs趾d gcts to kn。w m。mer

nature he‘8elf and all her postedty刈l the plaIlts and a主1imals Which are his brothers a11d

sisters．

№dcri。k willis gave蚰。血er Vi、rid desc邱tion when he recalled visiting Th。reau at

Walden Pond m Jmy 1 847、vitll thc Alcott Blnlily．

He was talking to Mr．Alcott of the、Ⅳild flowers in walden嘲ds when，suddenlv

8t01)ping，he 8aid：‘Ke印Very锄l aIld I州ll sh。w you my flIllliIy。，s鲫)ping quickly

out8ide me cabin door，hc gave a low and c埘ous whistle；immediatelv a

w00dchuck c锄e n瑚面ng towards him舶m a ne帅y bu哟w．with varying note，

yet 8till low aIld str柚ge，a pair of gray squirr_els were s啪oned alld approachcd

him fearlessly·With still anotller I孙咖sevcral
birds，including t、vo cmws，flew

towards him，one of me cro、Ⅳs
nestlillg uponhis shoulder．I remember it was the

crow resting clo∞tohis head that made nle most vivid im雕ssion upon me，

kno谢ng how董锄I ofmalltllis birdis．Hefedthem all疗om his h觚d，takingfood

from his pock乩aJld pened tllem gently before our delighted gaze；aIld then

di8missed恤m by di腩rem whjstliⅡg，always straIlge a11d low a11d shon，each linle

wild t11ing d印删ng instantly at he撕ng his special signal．(Harding 193)

Thoreau’s relationship winl t11e things in nan聆is vividly presented．

A8缸as noreau is concemed，all natural objects盯e joincd together in a sin91e

animated wh01e·He cherishes a loVe矗)r tlle whole order of being and nanl阳l kinshiD and
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emphasis 0n me importaIlce of mall，Thoreau outpourcd his contempt and anger．In也e spring

of 1 852，he wrote，“The poet says tlle proper smdy of maIlkind is man．I say，study to forget

all that；tal(e wider views of tlle universe．That is me egotism of也e race⋯Mall is but me

place where I stand，and tlle prospect hence is infinite．It is not a chamber of mirrors which

reflect me．Man is a paSt phenomenon to philosophy．The universc is Ia瞎er maIl enou曲for

rnan’s abode．”(Worster 85)

All is equal in nature．Mall，instead of a conquemr or a master，is just a conStituent pan

of nature．This is nle idea t11at T110reau雠ed to advocate in his book∥a，如n a11d me

man．a11d-nature relationship mat he proved to be right in his experimental life at the Walden

Pond．

2．3 Preser、rationism—￡riticism of Industrialization

According to the historian mchard Bartlett，tlle natiVe Americans、vere“beautifmly

attuned to the enviroment'，before the Eumpc孤s iIlvaded America．(Stef妇fr 2)They dcemed

也emselves as apart ofnamre and livcd comfortably within tlle natural、vo啦d．HoweVer，peace

was disturbed wi也the arrival of the first B叮opean settlers．Holdir培me View that they are

nature’s masters，tlle EuropeaIl colonists saw埘ldemess as a threat a11d as a barrierto nle

provision of s疵ty，comfbrt，food and shelter．Therefore，in the n锄e of completing a diViIle

mission to civ讹ze tlle诚ld land，血ey cxploited the vast areas量lastily．nlis仃emendous

expaIlsion of modem civili蒯on tllIe龇ened to upset nanlre，putting unprecedented pressure

on me well—being of也e green、vorld aIld the surviVal of协ewildlife．

What、vas consolable w船that，in this main trend，there werc stiH instaIlces of nanlre

conservation．For ex砌ple，Willi锄PeIlIl“decreed at me fbllIldation of PenllsylVallia in the

late sevcmeenth century mat semers leave an acre of trees for every矗Ve acrcs cleared”

(McCornlick lO)A few sober—millded people were aware of me importallce of consen，撕on．
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could not but gri“e in hjs丽tings over舭vi01ent dis劬姐ce bmught a|boutby economic

develoDmem．“But since I leR tllose shoresⅡ1e woodchoppers have still fmhcr laid them

、Ⅳaste and now for many a year there will be no more r锄bling thmugh nlc aisles ofthe wood，

witll occasional vistas thmugh which you see也e water．My Muse may be excused if she is

silent hencefonll．How can you expect me birds to s啦when meir掣oVes缸e cut do、Ⅳ117”

(274)Thoreau also l锄entcd mall’s pro胁atory use of wood a11d water in the pond·

Now tlle tnmks of廿ees on thc bonom，and me old log calloe，and thc dark

sumunding woods，are gone，and
me villagers，who scarcely know where it lies，

insl【ead of going to血e pond to ba_the or driIlk，are thinking to bring its water，w陆ch

should be as sacred as tlle Gangcs at le碱，to the village in a pipe，t0 wash meir

dishes wim!—_to e锄meir Walden by也e t哪ing of a cock Or dm、Ⅳing of a plug!

(274)

Natllre is mreatened by encroaching civilization． In View Of the d踟ages mat

indumiaiization had broughtto n抓|re，Thoreau took a critical amtude．He loathed any蛐nd

of enviro啪en诅l de姗ction in me n锄e of progress or ciVilization．讹en也e Fitchburg

R面lroad was built mrougll his town Concord，Thoreau，r撕1er tllan celebrating this

tecllllol。gical symbol，showedhis disguSt．In“The P。nds，，，Thoreau gave a ViVid de8cripti。n

oftlle tmin which wen conveyed llis resen协lent：

That devilish Iron Ho硌e，whose e小rending nci曲is he盯d廿m嘴hout me town，Ilas

muddied me Boiling Spring wml his foot，and he it is血at has browsed of all the

woods on Walden s110re，廿l砒Troj锄horse，、树m a thousand men in llis belly，

int硎ucedby mercenaDr Greeks!whcre is the country’s ch锄pion，me Moore of

Moore Hall，to meet him at the Deep Cut and thmst锄avenging laIlce bet、Ⅳecn me

ribs oftlle bloated pest?(274)



Zd

Thoreau uSed such、Ⅳords as‘‘devilish”，“ear-rending nei曲”，‘‘nmddied”，‘‘browsed o瞥’a11d

“pest”，which cle盯ly indicate his attjtude toward幽is new inVention．The word“mercenary’’

enables one to sense 1110reau’s comempt a11d ha吮d for those who wcre crazy about

ciVilization．In Thoreau’s opillion，in“strialization，in thc process of seeking development at

the cost of ollr nanlral resources，made man fhr吐ler柚d胁her a、Ⅳay舶m nature．

Now mat‘‘nature h髂no hmall i1111abitant who appreciates her，'a11d“she no删shes most

alone，陆舶m the towns where men reside，，，h啪aIls should le啪to preserve nature so that

也ey can“conspire w油the wild lu)(谢ant beauty of it’’．(284)Nature exists for its oWn sake．

Any meaIls ofh啪an diSt眦b姐ce might min naturc．Thoreau hoped mat‘‘As long韶Etenlal

JllStice reigns，not one illIlocent huc“eberry caIl be transponed thither from tlle coun姆’s

hius．’’(248)In劢P胁加P舫。幽，Thoreau criticized the practice of rou曲ly possessing and

utilizing nature and called upon people to seek poeⅡy in naturc and to live poetically in nature．

IfmaIl印proaches tlle wildemess、vitll notlling Inore t11a11 a gun or aIl a)(e，he call not expect

to live on t11e earth fbrevef．

Technology趾d t11e growtll of thc city have divorced man丘Dm naturc．Then can man

t11rive in a state of“s印amtion f幻m也is great elemental source of sallity aIld stren舀h’’?

Thoreau had shown how maIl caIl rc-es诅blish‘‘vital contact with a world Ofwhich he is apan，

and筋m w血ich he has been es仃a119ed，not without perilto himself’by me conditions of

modem 1iVing．”(Stewart 76)He had taken a母喇interest in the nattlral world ever since he

was a young man-He waS neVer tircd of staying alone in nature．In f犯t，he took a pleasure in

close observation Of naturc锄d solitary communion with it．Caught by the lovelincss of

l】J1spoiled nature aIld rcgret向l for the disturb趾ces brou曲t by adv蛆cing civilization，he

qucstioned indus廿ialization and appealed to pcople to preseⅣe resources．

2·4 Life with Principle_一Outcome of a Harmonious Relationship

between MaⅡand Nature
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Thoreau aspires for a 1ife that is simple in means，but rich in ends·In肋胁n，he

showed pity for men who‘‘through mere ignorance aIld mis协ke，arc so occupied with me

fktitious cares and superfluously coarse labors of life that its finer矗uits cannot bc plucked by

them．，，Thus，he“haS not 1eisure for a t九le integrity day by day；he c煳ot a肺rd t0 sustain nle

manliest relations to men．’’(6)1110re锄rcfers to me cares that most men had as“factitious”

and t11eir labors of life as“supemuously coarse”．Simply out of‘‘i印orallce and mistake”，they

took a wrong枷tIlde to啪rd life，伽ing to pluck‘‘its finer蹦tsj’．The result is t11e failllre in

bom me developmem of‘‘协le ime鲥ty”and maimaining t11e“m锄liest relations to men”·By

“finer疳uits”，Thorcau refers to妣essence of life in his eyes，including
a gmdual h啪a11

development a11d the leisure originating舶m the process-According to him，h啪an

developmem is by no meaIls material acc啪ulation，but one’s rich spiritIIal life，t11e promotion

of oneself aIId aIl interpe啪ml ha珊onization as well as a haHnonjous relationship between

man and nanJre．

Thoreau’spmblemw髂notwhatto
dowimout society，but whatto do丽thit·He didnot

want to abandon society．E啪du血g tlIe 26 monms in me woods，he kept contact witll the

outside world by ret哪mg to me village once m a while．But he fLolmd me paradox of

civilization was that it did not civilize but barbarized most men，reducillg mem to a leVel of

want belowⅡlat ofthe savage．His own life in me woods啪s，血ou曲Very simple，remarkably

civilized aIld social．Savages，执r all，did not read Homer and娟te books in meⅥDodst In

11is jo啪al he wrote：

nle savage lives simply tllrou曲ignomce趾d idleness or laziness，but the

philosopher livcs simply throu醣丽sdom．In the casc of t11e savage，t}1。

accompaniment of simplicity is idlencss wi恤“s anendant Vice$，but in the case of

the philosopher，it is the higllest employmem and development·The‰t for the

savage，a11d for the mass of mankind，is nlat it is be骶rto plallt，we“e，aIld build
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wisdom’is t11at it is most imponaIlt to cultivate me hi曲est f如ulties and spend as

1ime time aS possible in planting，weaving，building etc．(Paul 307)

He also observed in his jo啪a1，‘‘There are two kinds of simplicity—_one也at is akin to

foolishness，tlle otller to wisdom．111e phnosopher，s style of liVing is only outwardly simple，

but inwardly compleX．111e savage’s s哆le is bom omwardly and inWardly simple”(Paul 307)

Thoreau placed emphasis on one’s inner V，orld．He once said：

I锄af}aid to travel much or to胁lolls places，lest it might completely dissipateⅡle

mind．nlen I a“l sure mat what we observe at home，if we observe aIlything，is of

more imD州ance也a11 What we obsenre abmad．The faI壤尬hed is oftlle least Value·

啪at we obseⅣe in廿avel魄are to some extent the accidents of廿le body，but

fwhatl we observe when simng at home are，in me s锄e pmpomo玛phenomena of。

t11e mind itself AⅥr呔eful night谢ll yield as much thought as a longjourney-IfI

try thou曲ts by their quality，not their quantit弘I may find mat a restless night、vill

yield more than the 10ngestjoumey．(Bmoks 773)

For the masses of people，what
he disapproVed of懈‘‰irlimited View’not in respect

t0 stvle，bm to the object of living’’，poi埘ng om也at the‘‘view，’was eve】眄thing，that“8 man

who has equallylim“edviewsw曲respectto恤end ofli、，ing、Ⅳill not be helpedbym。m08t

complex and refincd啊le⋯，，．Thisis what heme趾twhenhe saidthat“the ciVilizedmalli8 a

more experienced aIld wiscr savage”．It was tlle primitive奶de that atl嗡ctcd 11im，not tlle

c‘barren simplicity of也e savage”．(Pam 336)Thorc帅stresses the cumV砸on of one’8“inne。

vi咖e and inward，spirit眦l grace 0f瑚n’’(chang 90)．As for him，龇most impon龇t廿血19

for man to do is tobe self．sumcicnt蛆d鲥ve for personal spiritual pe俯ction·In li出of me

fact that modem civilization is degrading aIld maIl is deh岫anized by his craving lust for

material Dossessions，1110reau advises maIl to leave me hustle a11d bustle of(he mundanc life
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and sink himself in廿Ie wholesome atmosphere of nature，since nature，in his eyes，is“a

genuine restorative，healthy innuence on maIl’s spiritual、vell-being”(Chang 89)

While in me woods，Thoreau worked only a_bout six weeks in a year and dedicated the

whole of his谢mers as well aS most of his summers to study．He was leisurely but by no

means idle，for leisure differs radically舶m merc idlencss．In fkt，an idle or lazy man is

un曲le to experience leisure．As Picper poimed om，“1eisure is only possible⋯to a man[who

is】at one with himselC【and】who is also at one wim me world．”(Brooks 7_60)The man who

fails to come to tems而吐l llimself is restlesS．Time hallgs heaVy on his hands，so he is always

trying t0 kill time．Unable to find a meaningfm actiV时，such a man has no interest in

contemplation ofthc world around hi札Thoreau in tlis lifc at Walden P0nd was not idle at a11．

In add“ion to eXploring n蚰lre锄d exploring himself，he did a伊eat deal of crcatiVe work．He

read，wrote aIld contemplated a lot．He expressed his idea in胁胁胛，“Witll respect to

1uxllries a11d comfons，the wisest have ever liveda more simple趾d meager life man t11e poor

The趴cient philosophers，Chinesc，Hindu，PerSiaIl，a11d Greek，wcrc a class tha芏1 which none

has been poorer in o曲黼rd riches，none so rich in in啪rd．”(18)It has to be noted t11at

Thoreau啪s innuenced by Conf沁ius，me basic tenets of Whose doctrine concem self-culture

In胁Z出以，11loreau quoted aS n姗y as ten tinles舶m the而咿肋ob to Bupport hjs nlesis．

Needless to say，it was也e Confucius’idea of neglecting material enjoymem and stressing

sp谢tual pursuit that enligl慨ed Thoreau．He brought tlle ancient Eastem theology imo mU

play and in his o啪way’fou啦against the f}enzy of acquisition Which se啪ed me domin趾t

spirit of t11e time．According to Thorcau，tllis kind of ciVilization诚h physical simplicity is

me f01lndation of a higher life．And tllis was the kind oflife也at Thoreau啪s afIerby

practising也e simplined life style at walden PoIld during his sojo啪there．

Thoreau believes tllat most mcn，in t11eir f咖tic p11rsuit of the means for liVing，have lost

sight ofthe true erlds oflife．Ifthey ask f研no more t11an t11e satisfaction ofthe basic needs in
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material life，也ey can live a血ller aIld happierlifc．What Thoreau tries to go in for is not a

simplified lifc itself，but a Sp嫡tual life t}lat is as rich as possible at me cost of the pllrsuit of

material well—being．This idea innuenced seVeml milll【ers aIld s诅tesmen of foresight．When

删ded the Nobcl Prize of peace，Mamn LuⅡler King delivered a Speech，in which he made

t}le poim t11at the pmblem we are facing today is t11at we are lost in me matcrial、vorld．The

destiny ofthe nuInemus and complicatedmodem life call be sWnm酣up、Ⅳi_dl an印0thegmby

nloreau，that is，such devclopment means mshing for aJl ending that is impossible to develop．

(Wallgl09)

At WaIden，Thoreau舔pircd to pllrsue a life tllat is simple in means，bm rich in ends．

Ratller tllan seeing nle acquisition of wealth asⅡle goal forhumall eXistcnce，1110reau saW廿1e

goal oflife to be aIl explo删on of也e mind a11d of也e ma舻mcent、vorld arDund us．Such life

晰也principle舶es maIl舶m mundane af!陆rs锄d encourages 11im t0 uIIl0Ick the secrets aIld

吼de蛳ng beauty of mtufe．In ordcrto realizeit，man hasto be揪oftheimponallce of

lifc with埘nciple and舢他er cultiⅦ肥a hamlo正ous relationship bc押een mall and nature．

On one hand，ifmaIl cXploits nature indisc矗minatcly，he is digging his o、Ⅳ1l tomb．Any life is，

in the long run，impossible、Ⅳitllout a h硼onious relationship between maIl and nature，not to

meInion life谢th州nciple．on血e otherhalld，nloreau does not deny me imponallce of龇

necessities of life，but仃y to maintain a balance between material and spiri《ual cultivation．If

maIl takes too much舫m nature，me rcsuh is me achievement of Inate削enjo)，111em but

negligence of spi血ual developnleIn，wIlich is a complete deviation丘Dm li角廿1at is simple in

meaIls，but rich in ends．So a llarnlollious relations王lip between m趾and nat啪℃is me basis on

wIlich mall is able to mai砌n life with呻nciple．IIl otller、vords，a h啪ollious coexistence

w池nature leads to lifc witll principle．
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Thoreau’s understallding of n帅e，Which is unprccedented in American literature

originates from his close coI她ct、vith it．He spent most of his life time observing rmtllre and

wrote works on nature and man-锄d—nature relationship．The ideas in his works went beyond

his age and Were thus ignored by his contempor撕es．Wim tlle coming ofⅡle global

environmemal crisis a11d血e upsIlrge of nle enviromental moVement，Thoreau was

rediscovered．The fomler American vicc-prcsident Albert Gore pointed out in his work面一向

加船舶肠甩凹?胁，p∥册d肪P胁。m册印打宙t11at、Ⅳriters as Thoreau have enabled uS to

realize the greatest threat tO the envimImlcllt is not tlle mreats themselVes，but the lack of

perception of them on the part of people，for most people haVen’t rcalized ecolo西cal crisis

will surely lead men to their tombs．(wallg 109)Thoreau’s ideas of mail‘and‘natllre

relationship are still of signific锄ce in modem age in mat they helped fom ecoliterature aIld

stimulate the environmemal movement．

3．1 An Important Source of Ecolite豫ture

Thoreau is dccmed as也e greatest ecological wTiter of me Romamic period．La训。ence

Buell，a11 expert in thc咖dy of 1110reau，surnrned up 1110reau’s life aIld his、Ⅳdtings in two

唧ects，the first be砸g llis pIlrsuit of a simple materiallife，to liVe an unv锄ished life of

primitive mall，especially mat ofthc a11cient(№eks，the second being his expe血nce ofnature，

to uncoverthe wonderful卸d mysterious bcauty in nan聪．(wang 107)O“accollIlt ofme fact

mat Thoreau’s practice of a siI印lified lifestyle can be tal【cn as a way to cnd maIl’s abuse of

naturc，tlle two aspects of Thoreau’s life and llis、讯tings sununed up by Buell can be

combined imO 0ne， that is，Thoreau’s nature-consciousIless．Thoreau dedicated his life to

the咖dy of nature alld m舭-a11d-naturc relationship-His innuence on ec01；ogicm“nking can

not be undem岫d．MaIly writers Iatcr followed his exanlple by liVing in n融ure．For instance，



0q

Rachel Carson purchased one—and—a half acres on Southport IslaIld at thc tip of Boombay

pellinsula and built a cottage、Ⅳi也、vindows‰ing the sea．n was a pers炉ctiVe she found

inspiring，because，as she recordcd in her personal notes：“EVen洫the Vast and mysterious

reaches of the sea、ve are bmu曲t back to the mnd锄ental协ltll t11at nothing liVes to

itsel职Payton)Je肫rs，the胁lous American ecological poet，built a dWelling called“HaWk

ToWer，，on his o啪on the hill by Carnlel-by—the-Sea in Califbrnia to liVe tag劬er、Ⅳi也hawks，

rocks，redwood a11d lichen．FaciIlg t11e immense Pacific ocean，he intoned his own poetic

、vorks．

Since tlle 1960s，Am耐cans bave set a higller and lligher V“ue on Thorcau a11d have

become more and more imated讪t11 him．As an organization to study a single American

、枷ter，t11e Thoreauvi趾Society founded i11 194l，is nle biggest one们m me longest history．

This o娼anization devotes to c姐onizing Thorcau’s Views on nature and h吼an existence as

well as to studying his life and works．In 1985，Thoreau’s m嬲terpiece黝胁”c锄e out top

锄ong the ten books liSted by me jollnlal“American Heritage，，to have const“uted me

American character．Critics all agrced on tlle f她t tllat it w嬲Thoreau wbo enlightened me

Am嘶cans as to their nan鹏一consciousness．(wang 110)LaMence Buen in hjs肝拍强加rⅡ押

凸出穆∥，耐胁r舫肌Pr口mrP，o矗wB册d勘V泐HmP耐抽腑8 U＆日蒯B即矾eVen

referred to Thoreau as the idol ofAm商can cultIⅡe．(7)

As a forerunner of ecological minking，Thoreau，s legacy to ecoliteratllre is urdeniable·

Being an imponaIlt br趾ch of me ecological moughts ofthe 2mh century，ecolitera缸∽sp啪g

f如m tlle present．day imense ecological crisis．A due expression of m趾’s cry for alleviating

姐d”venting ecological c躺trophe in the field oflitemtllre，it is pmmmd by nle sense of

natllral rcsponsibility alld sense of social mission on the pan of men of leners·Wang Nuo

defines ecoiitera眦e 1ike mis，‘‘Wim ecological诚egrity as ideological basis，benem of nle

wh01e ecosystcm as highest value，ecolitemture is literature tllat investigates a11d unfolds
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man-and。nature relationship a11d seeks me social fouIldation of ecological cris科’(waIlg 11)

EVer since the 1 970s，t11e study of ecolitcrature has been on the rise with the worldwide

upsl】rge of ec0109ical miIlking．By 1 990s，“has become a‰ous school of literaJy study．

Ecolitcrature illllerits much of Thoreau’s idcaS and deVelops them into such ecologicaI

thiIll(ing as nature conquest criticism，indus田，science and teclHlology critici锄，ecological

responsibility and rctIlming to hannony with nature．

3．1．1 Nature Conquest Criticism

Thoreau enjoys t￡岫ng excursions to Iocate tlle诮ld．In“walking，j，he$aid，‘‘I thiIlk ttlat I

caIlnot preserve my healtll粕d spirits unless I spend four hours a day at leas卜_and it is

commonly more tha工1 that-一sauntering山．ougll me woods aIld over tlle hills and fields

abs01utely f诧e矗Dm all worldly engagements．’’(Thomashow 35)He订avels to t}le Maine

woods and C印e Cod，aIld sauIlters every day a砌md Concord．Walkillg seems to have

become a must in his life，for it is a mealls of observing nature aIld∞eking self巾erfcction．

Thoreau also tells us how to walk．‘‘Moreover，you must wau(1ike a c锄el，which is said to be

me only beast which mmiIlates when walking．”(AⅡnstmng l 08)By“咖inates”，Thoreau
means feeling，touchin舀cxpcriencing tlle landscapc atld self．discovering．So naturc in

1110麟tu’s eyes is by no means abelong证g ofmanIdnd．Instead，it exists for|its own sake．

Thoreau eXpresses 11is respect for nature．“I believed that me、Ⅳoods were not tenantless．

but choke_full ofhonest spirits as good as myself any day'一not an empty chambcr’in which

chemistry、vas left to work alone，but an i11llabited housc，—and for a few moments I enjoyed

fellowship witll t量lem”(胁加e 181)L鼬enting oVer maIl’s distuIbaIlce ofnatural pmcess aIld

conquest ofnatllre，Thoreau records his feelings injo啪a1．

I take i娟nite pains to know恤phenomena ofme s砸ng，for ins协nce，tllillking t11at

I haveheretlle entirepoemandtIlen，tomy chagrin，Ihearthatiti$butanimperfect

copy that I possess aIld have read，that my aIlcestors have tom om many ofthe firSt
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1eaves aIld grandest passages，and mmilated it in many places·I should not like to

think也at some demi90d had come before me and picked out some ofthe best of协e

stars．1wishtoknow a11 entireheavenand an entire eanh．(Torrey 221)

Here Thoreau compares nature to a poem which he intends to appreciatc as a whole·Man’8

act to conqucr a11d油nm啪is consi妇d‘‘m趾y of也e first leaves舭d g。姐dest passages”

that“aIlcestors have tom out，，and the‘‘Ⅱmy places⋯‘my趾cestors have mutilated’’，t11e

resuh of which men is“but锄impcrf&t copy”．wishing“to know an e曲re heaV肌and an

e疵eanll”，Thoreau is against aIly me觚s of n籼e conquest of‘‘pickiIlg out 50me of the

best of tlle stars’，+Emerson，in his essay“Thorea_u”，、ⅣTote，“He【Thoreau]loVed Nature 80

well，was so happy in her s01imde，mat he bcc锄e Very jealous of citieS卸d me 8ad work

Which也eir refinements and枷fices made删1 man and his dwelling·The ax w髂alw8y8

des仃oying ms foreSt．tThank God，’he said，‘mey callIlot cut down me clouds!’’’(Stewm 68)

1110reau，s vieWs have co删buted to岫fonnation of nature conquest criticism，州ch i8

one ofthe most imponant co衄otatioIls ofecoliteracure．According to Rachel Car80n，t11e most

distinguished 20‘“ce岫ecolo西cal诫ter，mall’s conqucst of natⅢe i$derived舶m me

deeD．rooted idea tllat has maIl as tlle cemre．She points out that Ch瘴maIli妙、Vhich hold8 man

as the cen仃e ofthe曲crse plays a dominant role in moulding our View5，so血at man

consi慨himself the mler of all on也e eanh．(Gamler 120)Ahhou曲删e co砌n8 80me

ecological thoughts，the pans attacked most are found in“Genesis”·God said 10 men，created

accordingto his image，tcBe加itful趾d multiply，and m1恤eanll and$ubdue i‘；觚dh吖。

dominion ovcrthefish of龇sea趾d over me birds ofthe air趾d over eVer)rliVingtlling mat

moves u∞n me earth．”God went 0n saying，‘‘See，I have giVen you eVery pl眦t yielding 8eed

matis upontheface ofall也e eanll，and“erytreewith seedin“s矗uit；you shall havethem

for f00d．”(Genesis：1．28)The CMstians believe that God is me cemre of the吼ive‘8。·God

created man a11d gramed him tlle right to conquer aIld exploit nature·Based on tllis ideology，
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mall has fhJlen imo me habit offinding glory and ple姻盯e in t11e conquest ofnatu眠The more

dimcult to conqucr an object is，tlle more glory and pleasure it has to bmg mall．Rachel

carson once says that wc are not yet mat呲enough to realize we黜just a very Small part of

me enomous IllliVerse．On恤conⅡary，we are 1111scn】pulously stressing the importance of

conquering nat=11re．(Lear 407)

Emest Hemingway，in his noVel丁k(W胁一硎d砌&日(1952)，pictured a hero who

realized self．如lfnlment by conquering nature．catching tlle giallt marlin and winning the

Victory oVer the fierce sharks wcre me means by which S趿tiago sethis value and testified 11is

abilities-InⅡlat life—a11d—dea_tll s仃uggle be时een mall aI】d fish tlle old mall waS filled谢th

州de，taking也e sole砌a11d stirring resist姐ce agajnst naturc a necessity斯mall to main协in

digIlity． Ecological minkers and rcsearchers of ecoliteratllre are opposed to mall，s

self血lfillment in tllis w”．MaIl c锄neVer provc to be great nllUu曲the conquest of natllre

because nature is unconquerable．No matter how mally victories mall has won and how

power向l he has proVed himselfto be in conquering nature，he is doomed to get severe or even

destmctive p嘣shfnent．“A m趴can be des仃oyed but not defeated’’is a widely quoted saying

by Santiago．Heming、vay imended it to be a revela廿on of订a百c heroism，but scmtiIlized in me

comext of m扑and。n咖re relationShip，恤saying is印parenuy absurd．18n’t it a momugh

defeat ifmafl is dcs仃oyed?AIld ifman，as a species，is completely des仃oyed one day，can his

spirit of Victory still be glistening on the bleak planet?MaIl valucs sp埔t aIld self-esteem too

much，the extreme of whjch is f酊lacious spirimaJism．So man haS to f配e llp to me f她t that

tlle conquest of natLIrc may bring mall temporary pleasure，but because of me黼lure in

e姐blishjng a hann嘶ouS relati0Ⅱship砸t11 nan腿，man is boulld to su脑r跚iritually．

John Muir’s、№rds cl撕母me proper attitude man ought to take toward nature．“why

should maIl Value himself as more也a11 a锄all part of me one great unit of creation?⋯

Nature’s object in m出ng animals and pI趴ts mi曲t possibly be first of all me happiness of
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each one of them，not the creation of all for thc happiness of one．’’(Nash 40)So nature is not

for man only．Mall ought to leam to reVerc and love nature，as mall，together、vi血otller

natllral entities，are equally important parts of‘、he one great unit ofcreation，’

Mall’s amtude toward natIlre is lJIlusually critical today because modem man has had t11e

ability to drastically change alld completely destroy nature．It is“our misfortune or even

tragedy”because man’s immense abinty is not only beyond contr01 ofreasDn a11d wisdom，but

has irresponsibility as its symb01．The llltimate price mall has to pay for his coIlquest of nature

is to dig his o、vIl graw．(Lear 407)

Thoreau pays homage to nature．Nature corlquest criticism，as one of tlle mos“mportant

ecological miIIl(ing in ecolitemture，0wes much to 1110reau’s ideas of simplic时and equality

3．1．2 Industry， Science and Technology Criticism

As preViously discussed，1110reau is a preservationist who上la】曲ly cI-iticizes tlloughtless

indusmalization and ciVm枷on．He is strongly opposed to disregarding natllre访t11e

constmction ofrailroad．In舭珂，he comparcd thc railroad through t11e woods at walden to

all anDw and(he walden Pond a target to be hit by the a∞w—like railroad，He aIso compared

恤train to a11 iron horse．“．．．when I hear me iron hOrse make me llills echO wim his snort like

th眦der，shaking t11e ea曲、Ⅳim llis fect，扎d bre砒ing flre a11d smoke fmm 11is nostr妇．．“

seems as if the eanh had got a race now wonlly to inhabit"’(1 64)Moreover，血e train‘‘has

muddied tlle Boiling Spring谢m his foot⋯and haS browsed ofr all me Woods on Walden

shore．”(274)To 1110reau，t11e Walden Pond is tlle symb01 ofnatural beautM，while me railroad

aIld thc train are symbols of industrim civilization aJld technOlogical deVelopment mat spoil

naturc．

In addition to the destmction of natural beauty aIld poetical existence，industr主alizatiOn

results in foul-up of ecological syStem aIld eX}挑stion of n删resourceS．In爿wP打。胛砌P
c0"∞耐d蒯胁Ⅳf聊伽七R押P瑚，1110reau a119uishes ovcr thc“poor shad’’whose instinct to
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me concord River．Thoreau asks“who hears the fishes when mey cry?’’Undoubtedly，

Thoreau does．Irritated at me mal仃eatIllent that t11e fishes are suffering，№exclaim8，“I fo。

one蛐、Ⅳith血ee，and who knows what may avail a crowbar ag血st tllat Bellerica d锄?”

Indus仃ial con蛐mction like也is Mngs about not just ccological crisis-What is more seriou8 i8

me foul．up ofecological system and the extinction of species aRenVards·

Thoreau，s ideas havc become a source for indus仃y， science姐d tc口hn0109y criticism，

which is also an import趾t conn0诅tion ofecolitemtⅢe．EVer since恤19mcentur)，，ind州al

Droduc妇，science and tcchnology have deVelopcd r印idly．unfbnLlIlately，in m趴y ca8e8，me

develoDment is obt咖ed at nle cost of disturb趴ce of mtl删proceSs，Vi01alion of natllral lawS，

destmction of natural beamy and ec0109ical balaIlce，and aIl overdrm or even eXhaustion Of

n栅a1 rcso眦es．The criticism帆ecolite舢now pmpoSes agahlst in加卿， science and

tecllllol。gy is n。t a total neg砒ion of them，but a feVelation。f the f乱al 1imitation8。mbedded

in indus伍a1 civilizatio玑也e purpose
of which is to help man find tlle right direction a11d

imiate green indu唧and green science aIld technology one day。

Indus廿ial civilization not only devaStates皿ture，but des仃oys fine mture in maJl as well．

The。nly remedy for也is problem is to 90 back to na：七Ilre and res啪e natiVe qualities of

humall beings．

At口resent，however，maIl is conn-olled by Inacmncs while con仰lling them·Industrial

civili刎on，while developing at a觚pacc，deVollrs co吼tless nat哪l resource8，m趾y o￡

which are irreproducible．How maIly years caIl such resources as land，petroleum
and

nrimitive forests s璐tain for indus试al civmzation t0 Splllrgc?wh0 LdriVes me train of

indus仃ialization so llllcon舶llably and quickly to cat￡胁ophe?Is it still possible
for man to

rescue himsclf姐d ule pl趾ct?Ecol晒cal州ters have been pondering upon岫se pmblem8

for a l。ng time，but nle problem恤t draWs most。f龇ir执幽n i$that 8。i。埘fic and
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technolo百cal dcvelopment is very likely to bring disastrous catas仃ophe to nature and

mankind．Aldo Leopold analyzed in(勋埘P肋白胛q妒mgⅢthat the“progrcss”of the tWo

centllries has brought most citizens su衢age，a national anthem，a Ford，a b4nk account a11d an

overcstimation of oneself；but h嬲蹦1ed to bring pcople in densely populated areas也e ability

not to p01lute aIld plullder nle enviro啪ent．111e possession of“s ability，howeVer，is也e

criterion to judge whether maIl is civilized or not．(waIlg 1 90)what on earth is ciVilization

and progress?Leopold has posed a fund枷ental question．According to Leopold，only when

man，in tlle present state of population eXplosion，urbanizatioIl’indus砸alization趾d aIl

overestimation of oneself’obtainS the ability to s01ve such problems as pollution and

eXhaustion of resollrces a芏1d goes back to harmony wi血nanlrc，caIl mall enjoy acmal

civilization aIld progrcss．As for Thoreau，me sign of civilization and pmgress is rich sp试tuad

life 0n the basis ofa harmonious man一锄d．natllre relationship．

Thoreau sings high praise of preserv砒ionism．His c埘cism of iIldus耐alization deVelops

into industry， science and tccllIlology critici锄，which is anomer impoftaIlt ec0109ical

mir出ing in ecOliteratIlre．

3．1．3 EcoIogical ResponsibiIity

In蹄么，如以，Thoreau appea王s to people time aIld again，“Sim舻1ici妙，sirnplicity，

simplicity!⋯simpli母，simpli母．’’(126)‘‘In short，I帅convinced，botll by僦th and

eXperience，也at to maintain one’s self on t11is ea曲is not a hardship but a p训me，ifwe will

live simply and丽sely．’’(96)If we caIl possibly simplify ollr life，‘恤l蝴s of tlle u11iVerse

、)l，il王印pear less complex，缸d s01itude谢ll not be solitude，nor poVeny poverty，nor weakness

Weakness．’’(454)‘‘珊ly should wc live、Ⅳith such huⅡy and啪ste of life?”(128)why can’t

we make our“life of equal simplic时，aIld I may say i皿ocence，晰th Nature herself’?(122)

Ⅵmile encollmging simplic蚵，Thorcau also harShly critici瑚me American way of life of

seeking material comfort．“The n砒ion hself，wim all its so。called imem越improVements，
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wh地by the way are all extemal aIld supemcial，is just such aIl llllwie埘y and overgrown

establis胁em，cluttered w油f渤iturc and tripped up by its own traps，mi；11edby 1uXury趾d

heedless expense，by want of calclIlation aIld a worthy aim，as t11e million households in the

l舭d·”According to Thoreau，‘‰e only cure for it，as for them，is in a“gid economy，a stem

and more than Span锄simplicity of lifc and elevation of purpose．’’(126．128)The so—called

meritorious a芏1d noble aim in life includes a harnl011ious coexistence谢m nature a11d a rich

8piritual lifc·“111ings do not ch趾ge；Wc challge．Sell your clomes and keep your nlou曲ts⋯
IfI Werc con6ned to a c啪er ofa garret a11 my days，like a spidcr，me world wouldbe iust as

1argetomewllileIk通my也oughts aboutme．”(460)

As earIy as 1926，when people of t11at age had alrcady fbrgotteIl Thoreau，Le、vis

Mumford，the mnedcan philosopher and literary c—tic，sallg hi曲praise of Thoreau，s

simplified lifestyle．He believed that Thoreau mi曲tbe龇only one to、vrite down his rich

eXp舐ences．When omers werc busy mnIling about，Thoreau staycd calm．When others mshed

for岛ne and wcalm，Thoreau was contem埘t11 plain living．Simplicity d珏not lead Thorcau

10 sIlallow_headed craze，but to higher ciVili刎on．Mmford predicted蛳1110reau mi出

become a prophetic figtlrc，whose mou出s啪uldbe Valued llighly in me∞w era．(W趾g，

205)Fi埘years later，Mumford's prediction c姗e tnJe．

The responsibility to simpli匆material life，which is one of t11e three ecological

responsibilities mall is supposed to shoulder up，owes much to Thor龃u’s cml to simpl戤As

a constituent pan of n砒ure，mall has to shouldcr up his o、ⅣIl bit of ecological瞅Iponsibility．

The presem ec0109ical crisis is bmught about by man．Thercfore，man is oMigatory to relieve

a11d still mrther to climinate tlle ecolo百cal crisis aJld restore ecological balance．011ly when

maIl restores ecological balance call he himself suⅣive in n孤鹏． In addition to thc

responsibility to simpli母material life，responsibilities mall has to assuIne include也e

responsibility to protect mture and tlle responsibility to compensate for ecological debt andbe
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All Carson’s works caIl be suInmarized with the very word‘‘rcsponsibili哪”．As a pan

of‘nature，man is to be responsible for tlle entire earnl．In砀P＆口舢村耐阮，she appealed tO

。n觚to treaSure也e isl锄ds in the ocean as a natural museum m11 of黼r and myStedous

m黯te删eces-They are inValuable becallse nowhcre else in the world can we duplicate them．

(car80n 96)carson also sajd that if me powe如l maIll【ind cominued their act to conauer

n姐∽unreasonably a11d reckIessly，he、vill surely cncounter a total destruetion toge廿ler谢th

tlle eanh．

write。s of ec。literature are l。oking fonⅣard to a complete cbange in people，s way of

life，a11d still如恤er a challge in their c。ncept。fvalue．Thcy hope也at 011c day，wealth a11d

lux嘶ous life is no longcr tlle sigIl 0f西or)，but becomes a sign 0f shame on account oft}1e

sqIlallde。and exhauStion ofnat删resources；cons啪ption oftop删e is no longer enviable

but i8 disgIlsting for callsing too much p0儿ution；the觚t pace ofeconoInic development at血e

cost of nature and ecoIogic时bcnefits of our o脚ring is no Ionger encouraged．Instead，

lowering the speed 0f economic deVelopment in order to compensate for ecblogical debt and

re8tore ecological balance、Ⅳill be giVen t11e 1lighest award．Is the beauti如l day coming or is it

Just a drearn ecological州ters、vill neverbe able to realize?But we can be cenain on one

poim that na‘ure is testiIlg humaIl i11tellectto see ifmall call establish ajust alld mtional order

aIld shoulder up a11 the respollSibilmes demallded by natul．e．

By calling upon people to simpli匆a11d to be res矾ctcd in industrialfization，Thoreau

promp‘8 huInan黜ness of ecological rcsponsibiI时，which has gr0、vIl into a si印ific趾t

constituent part ofecOliterature．

3·1．4 Returning to Hamony with Nature

l horcau spent a great deal ofhis lifc away舶m恤to、vIl atld civilization in the woods

趾d wildemess of New En甜趾d．111e bulk ofhis works，incIuding爿耽幽Dn腑e cD肝c。埘
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n耐M甜rimnck Rivers．Wnlden．ExcHrSions in Field鲫d Fore瓯The Mn{ne Woods and Cape

cod well renect}lis interest in mture．In me协10us essay“walkillg’’，Thoreau criticizes

westem ciVilization alienated矗om natllre．He compares our mother nature to a leop砸d、Ⅳho is

omnipresent a11d affectionate，while we，her children，weaned and le盘her early to enter

h啪an society a11d aocept the intel弘rsonal civilization excluding natllre．This civilization can，

at most，produce English nobles and is destined to come to its end soon．(Wallg 215)As a

pure loVer of nature，nloreau likes to saullter tI啪u曲、voods aIld overhills a11d矗elds，where

he is abs01utely fke fbm all、vorldly erlgagements without any distlll．ballce行om‘‘man趾d

his af!E撕rs，church aIld states and school，仃ade and commerce，and nmuf如tures and

agriculture cven polmcs．”nmreau龃ys he is“pleased to see how 1itne space they[the

worldly engagements】occupy in也e landscape．”(Torrey 6)He reckons the undisturbed

谢ldemess as holy laIld and calls t11e walk in such、vilderness“a la sainte terre”．(G1ick 295)

His f抽ous sta_tement“In wiidemess is也e preservation of the world”is 1mer tal(en as mono

by t11e Sierra Club，廿le fhmous American enVironmental protection orgallization．

Ret眦ing t0 ha眦ony wim nacIlre is an everlasting meme and a11 important connotation

of ecoliterature．111e pursuit of a simplified material life aIld rich s嘶tual life in nature as

advocated and practised by Thoreau is an ideal lifestyle dreamed of and described by many

ec0109ical writers．They agree tllat adopting也is、vay of life is practical．Besides，it is tlle

premise of a hanllonious coexisteIlce诵tll mture．The present estra血ged aJld tense

relationsllip bet、Ⅳeen maIl aIld natLIrc is tlle due rcsun of traditional maIl-centeI司view．Man

has to锄end his wrongdoings by ceasing his瑚lpacious explo州on of mIn鹏，treating

eve啪ing onme eaml equally锄d payingtdbuteto na眦e．011lyin也isway canman attain

forgiVeness and go back to h锄ony witll natIlre．This connotation has mree 1ayers of

meanings，including going back to nature，immersion in nature a11d comprIehension of naturc

According to ecological writers，the ideal state of going b∞k to nature is to be immersed in it．
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beauty and comprehend it．

As for Thoreau，while immersed in nature，he employs all me fiVe senses to know

nature bettcr．He feels，hears，sees，tastes aIld smells to seek，with concentrated attentions，me

most rustic aIld direct relationship bct、veen maIl afld nature．Thoreau doe$not just“see”but

gaze a11d observe tlle natllml surroundings．When spring comes，“The grass fl锄es up on me

hillsides like a spring fire⋯嬲if血e eanh sent fo n：h aIl jnward heat to孕eet me rcmming sⅦ；

not yellow but孕弓en is也e color ofits n锄e；——出e symbol ofperpetual youm，the gmss．blade，

like a long grcen rjbbon，s仃e跏s f．mm廿le sod imo tIle summer⋯lining its spear of last year’s

hay with me缸sh life below．”(436)And 1110rcau’s o啪1ife啪s锄ged、Ⅳith the c010r and

luster of naturc．“0nce it chaIlced that I stood in幽e very abumlent of a rainbow’s arch，which

filled the lower strat吣ofme atmosphere，tingeing tlle grass a11d leaVes础ound，and dazzling

me as if I looked thmugh colored crystal+It waS a lake of rainbow light，in which，for a short

while，I lived like a dolphin．If“llad laSted longer it might have tinged my employments aIld

life．”(288)nloreau’s‘‘taste”affords for thought．He likes to picnic wim nature．Nanlre

abollIlds with觚its，with、Ⅳhich 1110reau is often intoxicated．In cold wiIl!ter，Thoreau、ⅣouId

cut his way throu曲snow and icc to open a谢ndow underhis feet and knelt to“nk．

Meanwhile，he observes the ma“elous spcctacle of heaVen being“undcr our f音et as well as

over our heads．”(400)Thoreau is ex仃aordinary in his sense of hcaring．Much merriment is

passed to him in the follll of soulld．111e singing ofa wood mmsh at Ili曲t，me cmwing ofa

challticleer in me moming，the croaking of a仃og at dusk，even tlle f甜1iiIlg of a leaf would

send him into ecstasies．

Muir thus described man in nature．‘‘0ne fhcies a hean like our owIl must be beating in

cvery crystal and cell，锄d we feellike stopping to speak to tlle plants and a11imals as行iendly

fellow mountajneers．Namre as a poet，an entllusiastic working man，becOmes mofe and more
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howeVer related to sourcesbeyond monal ken’’(0elschlacgcrl94)By址ing c‘pl越ts妣d

a11imals as行iendly fellow mou玎taineers”，one印proaches nature．111e close“e is to it．tlle

better he lmows about it．

To lovc natul弓does not mean，in me 1east dcgree，to possess it．Once love changes into

me desire of possessioll，bath loVe and nature、vill bc mined．On the con廿ary，if one is in

ha芏1110ny w曲natLlre，he is likely to be awarded谢廿l love．It is said that when his f}icnd

Willi锄Ellery Chatllling declared that in such conditions of their time，nobody could live

h印pily，Thoreau claimed without hcsitation，“I can．”He、Ⅳas be证g s甜ous in saying so，for in

tlle process of cxtending love aIld reVerellce to nan鹏，noreau had 90t his due reward．He

cuddled nature趾d gained col：IllⅡess pleasures in return．Thorcau cried om his love for nm聆．

“Oiveme廿le oceaIl，nle de鲫，orthe谢ldemess!⋯Hopc a11d也e觚tlreforme are notin

laⅦ8趾d cultivated fields，not in to啪and cities，but in tlle impervious觚d quaking

8w啪ps’’(Torrcy 16_17)In阮胁珂’hemade clearthatllis aimto gotonlewoods Wastolive

delibemtely，to fbnt the es∞ntial f犯ts oflife，to live deep a11d suck out me marrow oflife．Bv

living in haHnony wi也nature，he achieved what he wanted to．Natllre，witll her very beauty

a|ld nobility，callle out as his grcatest rew盯d．nloreau’s pracdce ofret啪ingto 11armony埘th

n弧Irc sets a good ex锄ple for mose who really cares for nanlre a11d rcplenishes me

connOtation ofecoliteratIlre．

3．2 Impetus to Environmental Movement

During me eady years 0f Eu唧e锄se砌ement，龇re was lime llIlder$tanding of nature

management tec}lIliques．“The a)(e was the symbol of early Americall眦itudcs toward

11ature·”(McCo蛐ick lO)By 1700，oVer 500，Ooo acres of woodland had been cleared for

加ming in New England．By 1 880，60 percent of the woodland in M踮sa也husetts had been

cle缸ed·Fortunately，Ⅱle beauty of Nonh AmericaIl、Ⅳildemess insp如d恤e、vritings of
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RDmantics，philosophers，and仃avelers也roughout me eighteenth aIld e甜ly nineteenm

cem血es．And t量1eir丽虹ngs in tmm st沛山眦d more people to plll士19e jnt0 enviⅫ1Inell姐l

pr。t。ction．1hm℃au was among the矗rst nature writers whose wri廿ngs“fmher in玎uenced the

eady Americatl pmIosophy of man蚰d naturel’．(Mccorrnick 1 0)Pe船imistic abom natu佗

su腩ring fbm mis廿髓tm锄t at血e hands“bumans，Thor曲u 11as been quoted as sayitlg，

‘‰如k God，men can not yet ny柚dlay wasIelhe sky aswell asthe eanh．”He studi。d

woodl a王ld m硼agem锄匕锄dⅥ啊led of the consequences of cleari“g forest a【ld pla以ng rye

for妇on。把Ⅱn pr。矗ts，proclaiming n“a greediness m雒defbts its dwn ends．‘’(McCo瑚1ck l o)

In 1853，he wmte of血e de西rab{my of。‘natjonal p佗serves arld suggesDed山砒wilderness

preservadon w船ultirnaleIy imponarIt for也e prcservation of civiliza_【i叫”(MccoHnick 12)

Mitchell Thom硒how compared the ev01vmgofenvjronm∞talism to a t佗e．

Thc roots rep佗sent the seminal ideas—the philosophical kgacy and moraI

fbundaljons，incIllding the gfeat teachers a11d rok models，the classic“b∞ks锄d

essays The br锄ches renect血e ev01ution of those ideas，the．r mulnple variations．

They fonn a network of irlterpre讯dons， in s0Ⅱ1e cases reveaHr堰 hea把d

controversies，in othe幅the conVcr笋nce of s印arate paths．Then tbere am the p∞ple，

organizatlons，柚d perspecIives tbat make up conte咖)orary environmeIl扭lism．

The∞are the I朗Ves of the他e，sp坼ading out in a bmad c姐。py，sigIli母ing the

diVersity of the movement．IIl the tmnk w11ere the sap flows t11rou出tIle system，

you perceiVe me dynamic interchange ofideas咖d actions，1iI蚯ng tlle p阳s锄n to the

past，connecting the se王fto血e world．(Th咖船how 25)

T}10reau，be{ng compared t0 the roots ofthe tree，occupies a domin锄t place衲contemporary

enViro砌en韫lism His views on m蛐-and-删urc relationship were passed口n to John Mujr

andA】do LeopoId，who dedicaled all their lives b enviro哪ental protcction．

As“a champion of 1州ldemess preservatio一’，flo une could equal t|1e naturali虬John
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Muir(McCoⅡnick l 2)He had access to Thoreau’s、vorks in early years and、vas considerably

innuenced bv Thoreau’s ideas of nan嘴and a hanIlonious mall一锄d-natlⅡe relationship．Like

Thoreau，he enjoyed rambling alone in forests and hills，but k110wing the forests would one

day be gone、vi也out active promotion of hjs point of View，he resolVed to spend less time in

me wildemess．

As ttle most famous rcpresentative of me American preservation moVement，Muir gaVe

a w蹦_ling aboutⅡle fate oftlle fbre．1ts．“AU sorts of costly础nedies have been tried and found

wallting，and tllc costly lessons of ollr own experience，as weU as that every civilized nation，

show conclusively t}lat the f乱e of tlle煳aIlt of our forests is in the hands of tlle f酣eral

govemmem，and ifthe remr姗t is to be saVed at all，it must be saVed qI】ickly．”(Stefoff32)He

s仃ongly印pealed to也e fcderal goVenlment to take measures t0 preserve me forests·His

earliest campaigning w船in蛐mmental in the creation of Yosemite NationaI Park in 1 890，the

firSt preserve consciously desigIled to protect、vildemess．In 1 892，in order to fIl】恤er pmmote

tlle mass enviromental pmtection，Mllir helped fouIld the Sierra Club to introduce people to

the谢ldemess nHDu曲nature hikes and c锄ping trips，to educate t11e public about tlle need

for conservation，to urge me govemment to constitute acts in tenlls ofnature presen，ation and

to set up national parks．Mmr and his Sierra Club played aIl imponallt mle in supponing

enviromem．衔endly legislation，aIld helping assure that f酣eral and s诅te laws are e耐brced

by pointing out violatiollS．As Do删d Worster’s co咖ent upon me Sierfa C1ub bcing‘‰e

chllrch⋯that Muir builf’suggests，Muir has come to‘‘occupy an increasingly prominent

place in the history ofenvironrnentalism’’．(Philippon 143)

A1do Leopold spent mllch of 11is youⅡl outdoors，walking in the woods witll his famer，

who was an aIIlateur nan珊】ist．While hc w踮away at school in New Jersey，heⅥote

considerable 1etterS home，many of which recorded his daily tramps，the excursiOns he took

whenever possible into me fields and forests arolllld La、mnceVille．As nle t瑚1ps grew
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lon空er’so did the lettcrs，which came to resemble Thoreau’s jo啪al in both coment and

^mction．Later，as Leopold suffcred疳om a disease called acute nep肼tis，he gained

unexpected advanIages，for me sixtcen—mon恤sick leave enabledhim to rcad、videly about

natu池Books covered d“ng this period included 1110reau’s乃“rn口西and William Temple

Homaday’s D“r妇胛括砌曙腑，娥砖．And‘％his commonplace book he added a notable

auotation行om Thoreau’s‘Walking’：‘In wildness is me presenratio删of也e world’．”

(Philippon 1 67)He iI吐"rited Thoreau，s Views on nature and man。趴d。nature relationship and

develoDcd them into enviroIlnlental emics．“The Land Ethic”，one ofthe矗nal selections in his

book，一曲耐co“叻，爿拥口胛础，is coIlsidered by maIly to be a modem classic-In it，Leopold

a钍锄Dted to articulate the relationship ofh眦锄beings and the natl聃1 world by defining

civilization“as a st￡ltc of m曲】al and interdependent coopemtion bet、Ⅳeen huInaIl aIlimals，

otller柚imals，plants，趾d soil s’’(PIlilippon 1 88)

Leopold has bcen called让旧“F甜ler of也e National Forest Wildenlcs$System”not only

because he w鹊the first to盯gue for也c preseⅣation of、Ⅳildemess on a large scale，but also

because his、vildemess pmposal led to tlle crcation of thc first fedemlly desi辨ated晰ldemess

area．(Philippon 1 73)He als0 hclped follnd me Wildemess Soci啊in l 934，to州ch hc made

two critical co船ibutions mat de印ly a成ctcd its choice of scope aIld direction．First，he

encouraged his fellow councilors to“broaden me soci啊’s justifications for埘ldemess

preservation to mclude ecological criteria，panicularly thmu曲c011aboration with the

Ecological Soc吣of America，，，趾d second，he enco嘲ged tllem to bmaden t11e society’s

notion of t·wildemess”to“extend beyond traditional aes也etic notions and incorporate oⅡler

kinds of land llse”．(Philippon l 90)As Curt Meine says of Leopold，“When he ret哪ed to aIl

active mle in the wildcmess prescrvation movemcnt in the rIlid一1930’s，he did so、Ⅳi也all the

additionalinsight t11at his imellectual evolution could bring to the cause，也e significance of

wild lands was no 10nger just ae妯etic，recreatio删，cultural，llistorical，or social，but



scientific and ecological．’’(Philippon 194)

Under恤innuence of nloreau’s views on nature a11d m髓砌d‘n叭鹏relationship，

with the pmmotion of preservationists like John Muir and Aldo Leopold，by the 1ate 19608，

en、喧mnmental aWareness had become much more commonplace- N啪erous 掣assroots

environrnental orgaIli洲ons wcre es诅blished，including the Envimmem胡Defense Fund in

1967．Fricnds of nlc Earnl in 1968，me Namral Resources Defense Co眦cil in 1970，and the

Sie玎a Club Legal Defense Fund in 1971．On April 22，1970，the first Earch Day，

appmximately 20 million AmeTicanS gathered at Various sites across虹le co埘仃y to pratc8t

corporate and govemmental abuse of廿le envimn埘lcnt．
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Thoreau eaHledhis place in history on July 4，l 845，when he moVed to Walden Pond

t‰1ivc delibemtely’’．over nlc past century and a half，millionS of people have read his

musings on 11is 1ife mere and been mspired．That day defined llis life，His time砒Walden，

slightly over two years，demons删ed me n籼al h锄ony that was possible when a也iIlking

man went to 1ive simply，rcading books，、枷ting his joumal，cultiVating his beans，a11d

walking in t11e woods．

D1lringhis 1ifc，1110reau was li砌e known ou协ide his small social aIld intellectual circle-

Yet his rcputation as a pmphet f．or ecolo舀cal thought arld the Value of wildemess，bom at

Walden，now grows、Ⅳith each paSsing year．His ideas of simplicity，equality，prcservationjsm

aIld life with砸nciple have met诵tll responses in an incre嬲ing number of people·

Ecoliteral：ure draws much on Ms ideas趾d develops them into such eco】fogical thinking as

nature conquest criticism，indu哪，science aIld technology criticism，ec0109ical responsibility

a11d ret啪ing to harInony、Ⅳitll nature．Thoreau’s ideas of man。and-nature relatiOnship have

also become an importallt soⅢce for envimmental direct actions．His works have innuenced

more and more people，who，in t哪，developed his ideas and fought for envirome删

Drotcction．In tllis sen∞，ThOreau llas realized hjs aim in that his Voice$erved as mat of a

chanticleer to wake up people舶m meir nuⅡlb sle印．

MaIl has to rcconsiderhis relationshjp wilh nature，f研he has yet donc too much damage

to the eanh．some of which are i眦versible．As Bill Mc妯ben poiIlted out，“n is the awesome

Dower of Mother Nature as alteredby恤aWesome power of maIl，who has oVerpoWered in a

century the processes mat have been slowly evolving aIld challging of me珏own accord since

tlle earth was bom．”(McKibben 60)FonIl彻lely，with Thoreau as one of血e pioneers to

propagate a ha咖onious cocxistence撕m nanm，maIl is already aware o≤the sigIli丘callce 0f
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preserving nan∽and tllat global enVironmental collapse is not inevi_table．In order to

surmount the present enViromnental缸oubles，man needs to change not only t11e way he acts

but also the way he thinks．Sus诅inable development should have priority over economic

expansion．Conservation stfategies have to become more widely accepted，趾d man must

leaHl th砒energy use caIl be dramatically dimilliShed without sacrificing cOmfort．MaIl has to

mend his wrongdoings as not to exploit natural resollrces too much，not to pollute the

en“ronmem as he pleases．As for salldstonll，to prevent or lower thc level of dugt)r and salldy

weather，mall should protect and restore the vegetation in arcas whcrc such n抛1 disasters

are prone to happen．

mchard St．Barbe-Baker claimed，“This generation may eitller be tlle last to exist in any

semblance of a ciVilized world or it、ⅣiU be the矗rst to have the vision，the be撕ng aIld thc

greatness to say‘I谢11 have notlling to do讪Ⅱl mis destnlctiOn of life⋯l蛐deternlined to

liVe and work for pcace缸l constnJction for I锄morally responsible for me、vorld of to出哼

aIld the gene枷ons of tomoITDw’．”(Goldsmitll，376)So it is the responsibility of all to

maimain a haⅡnoIlious maIl呕nd-珑Lnlre relationsllip as propagated by Thol旧au so血at people

may，in healing t11e earth，heal也emsclves趴d血Ils enjoy a lifc、Ⅳi血priIlcipIe
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