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ABSTRACT

The Sheep-winning Wrestling Championship is a rural sports event in
Xinzhow, Dingxiang and Yuanping of Shanxi Province, which, undergoing
social turbulences and historical tests, has been passed down through the
generations. The present author, having conducted long field research and
consulted relevant literature, finds that it is a product of many elements such
as wars and ethnic integration, which is, in a material sense, based on
economic development and carried on by the popularity of temple fairs. The
hosting party, with the evolution of power in rural society, has transformed
into the local official governing body. The good agglomeration of the villages
is the key for the successful hosting of the championship while good order
and fair competition increase agglomeration and promote influential power of
the villages. Traditional ideas of moralization in rural societies restrain the
behavior of the wrestlers and the audience so the competition can run in an
orderly way while reversely the event becomes a vivid activity for the
moralization education of the rural people. Wide-spread participation
provides liveliness and vitality of the event. A set of vocabulary becomes a
part of the rural dialects. Due to the special cultural background, the idea of
stressing both civilization and physical force is accepted as an important
value in Xinzhou, Dingxiang and Yuanping in the contemporary and modemn

times.

KEY WORDS: wrestling; sheep-winning championship; wrestler;

Xinzhou, Dingxiang and Yuanping societies
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