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Abstract

Ludwig Van Beethoven (1770-1827) is a great German composer, whose 32 Great Sonatas
enjoy an unparalleled status in the history of piano artistry. Beethoven has upgraded Sonatas to a
new height, helping to strengthen their artistic expressiveness. Thus, his sonatas are the
compulsory course of all learners of piano, as well as the undoubted choices of every pianist.

Scholars all over the world have passionately done lots of researches on Beethoven, the last
but greatest pianist in classical music. The sonatas in his early and middle time have been
acknowledged for their heroism for quite a long time, however, because of their styles, his 5
terminal works are quite difficult for people to understand. As a result, it is alse quite complicated
for the pianist to perform them. The present author has collected research materials about
Beethoven at all times both from home and abroad. Based on the general information about
sonatas’ development and the cross-sectional researches on Beethoven’s early sonatas, this thesis
takes his 5 terminal sonatas as the research objects and tries to further analyze them from their
‘ innovative background and characteristics. This thesis also illustrates the ways of performing
Beethoven’s sonatas, based on the practices of the author’s own and many other pianists. By doing
this, the author hopes to help others better perform these sonatas, and gives references for the
teaching programs in the future.

This thesis can be mainly divided into three parts. The first part introduces the development
of Sonatas, the status of Beethoven’s Great Sonatas and the three periods of their development.
The second part gives detailed information about the innovative background and characteristics of

Beethoven’s terminal sonatas, researching on their frameworks, tonality, harmony ,fuge and



melody. The last part gives detailed studies on the panio performaning techniques, such as the
annalyses on performing rapidity and strength,the performance of melody and decorative notes, as
well as the conduction of the pedal. This part also furhter deepens our understanding on
Beethvoen's termial sonatas. Based on the performances of different pianists, this part also
analyzes the variety and richness of the music exhibited in Beethoven’s terminal sonatas. As a

result, the author better understands these sonatas.

Key Words: Beethoven, Terminal Piano Sonatas, Innovative Characteristics,
Performance Techniques
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