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A Study of Impressionism in Debussy’s Etudes
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ABSTRACT

This paper studies the Debussy’s 12 Piano Etudes and refers to
related literature and practical examples, thus concluding that the
composing of 12 Piano Etudes was deeply influenced by symbolist
literature and impressionist painting. Debussy integrates fantastically the
elements and essence of these two art genres into his music work.
Abandoning the creation form of traditional music, Debussy created his
own distinct impressionism music style. Through analyzing and studying
the spectrums of Debussy’s /2 Piano Etudes, this paper wants to analyze
the style of impressionism music from the perspective of music color and
performance technique.

This paper has three parts: introduction, body and conclusion. The
first part briefly introduces impressionism music and musician Debussy
and discusses the research achievements made in recent years in this field.
On the basis of introduction, this paper comes up with the goal of this
paper. In body part, this paper starts with Debussy and impressionism to
introduce the beginning of Debussy’s art life and the origin of
impressionism music. Based on these important concepts, this paper
analyzes the etudes of Debussy in order to analyze the characteristics of
impressionism music in better, more directly and comprehensively. In the
last part, this paper concludes that impressionism music is influenced by
the fact that symbolist literature emphasizes hints and expresses
sentiments with objects and impressionism painting describes the moment
when light and color meets. In addition, this paper also found that

impressionism music has unique characteristics in rhythm, harmony,
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force, mode and techniques. This paper uses the 12 Piano Etudes as
research object in the hope of helping more readers master the style

impressionism music from this impressionism etudes.
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