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ABSTRACT

Dan actors, referring to the actors wilio act the [emale roles in the operas,
have cver played an important part 1n the history of Chinese opera. As the
ancient opera emerges and develops in China, the art of dan actors originates
from songs and chances played by wizards, making a start during Tang—
Song penod and falling into a pattern 1n Ming dynasty. The dan aclors n
Shanxi opera mould an unique style of performance and aesthetic standards.
The “Four Great Dan Actors” represented by Meir Lanfang of Beijing Opera
break through the predecessors’ artistic limitations and embody the dural
harmouy in the beauty of the extermal form and internal meaning, perfecting
the acting system of dan 1n Beijing Opera and culminating the art of Beijing
Opera. However the art 1s buried in oblivion gradually. On the survey of the
artistic development home and abroad, the dan actors’ artistry is eatern
traditional performance. The art of actors who act the female roles in the
Chincse operas is a reflection of  “bisexvalism” mythological prototypes of
remote antiquity, according with the mental mechanism of androgynism in art
creation. In the specitfic historical context, the art of dan acters is the
recreation of dan art from men’s viewpoint. But the dan actors of Beijing
Opear imnovate and develop a new artistic form of high aesthetic in accord
with our psychological construction of national culture. The nation’s aesthetic
tendency to demonstrate by acting characters of the opposite sex formed and
developed the specific culiural bankground of this art. At present,
notwithstanding the danger of discontinuation; however, the existence and the

development of this art is still rational and possible with the clear—up of the
feudal and cthical culture.

KEY WORDS: actors who act the female roles 1n the Chinese operas; Mei
Lanfang; bisexualism; men’s vicwpoint; demonstrate by

acting characters of the opposite sex
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