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Abstract

Chen Yi (1953------ ) 1s a distinguished Chinese contemporary composer. Being
the first master of music composition in China, her career started and grew to
maturity in the 1980’s, which was represented by her viola concerto
that received favourable comments in 1983. As one of Chinese up-to-date music
composers, Chen Yi is a world-famous musician, a well-known music
educationalist and an warm-hearted music activist.

Chen Yi’s musical works are diversiform, which include chamber music, string
and orchestra music, vocal music, piano music, and play music etc. Based on the
Chinese traditional culture, her music works, especially her piano music, naturally
and harmoniously combine the essence of the east music and the west music by
applying new concept and new technique. Her music develops a style of her own,
reflecting not only the spirit of nation but also the spirit of the times.

By using the research ways of comparison, visiting, documents and analysis,
this thesis makes a full analysis of all Chen Yi’s piano solos and some of her
chamber music with piano to clearly present her music style, to seek the highlight of
her music composition, to summarize her music technique characteristic, to explain
the substantial content of her music and to show Chen Yi’s piano works hold a high
place in the realm of Chinese piano music.

The thests is composed of the following four parts:

Chapter One Chen Yi and her music works. In this chapter , the author
introduces the composer’s music composition growing experience which is divided
into two phases: in China and in America.

Chapter Two A full analysis of Chen Yi’s piano music works . In this chapter ,
the author make a detailed technical analysis of the composer’s six piano solos and

four chamber music works.

i
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Chapter Three The Aesthetics feature and technical innovation of Chen Yi’s
piano music works.

Conclusion Chen Yi’s piano music is the combination of the east and the
west music, owns a marked individuality, national style and a world-wide influence,

and plays an important part of Chinese contemportary piano music.

Key Words: Chen Yi, piano music, five-pitch tone, Chinese traditional music

ordinal technique, pitch-class sets
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