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ABSTRACT

Located in the hinterland of north China, Shanxi-Chahar-Hebei border
area is ill-informed. Drama, an important public entertainment form, has been
an essential component in daily life. After the war broke out, China faced
severely situation in the whole nation. The peasant’ quiet life has been
disturbed by the war. However, instead of recession, drama thrived in border
areas. During 1937-1947period, a vigorous Drama Movement was launched in
the border area. At that juncture, folk drama turns into revolutionary drama.

Folk drama and revolutionary drama seems quite different from their
literal meaning. Indeed, they have close relationship to a certain extent. The
existence of two forms is because that they meet special demand of certain
social groups. For folk drama, it is a conventional recreation way.
Revolutionary drama, in the meantime, inherits the recreational elements of
folk drama and displays it in other ways. It also takes advantage of traditional
culture resources. It adopts conventional forms, such as yangko opera, a
popular rural folk dance. It also takes advantage of occasions such as
traditional festivals and temple fair for political mobilization. By these ways,
it is well accepted since it accords with people’s cultural level and habits.
Furthermore, not only did it focus on the spiritual mobilization, but also put
great efforts to improve the peasants’ living standards since it is the basic
demand for them. Revolutionary drama in Shanxi-Chahar-Hebei border area
paid great attention to solve the living problems for people. Then, they guide
and mobilize the peasants and meet political identity from them.

Revolutionary drama has been an effective way in political

mobilization under the leadership of Communist Party of China. In particular
historical context, the relationship between art and politics is not to interpose
or obey, to reform or be reformed absolutely. To a certain degree, they
cooperate and together win. CPC gets great support for revolution by political
mobilization on revolutionary drama in border area. For the peasants, they
get pleasure and inspiration in spirit by revolutionary drama. The more

important point is that they obtain practical profit and improved their living
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standard. The final results are contributed by various social factors.
Revolutionary drama and political mobilization in Shanxi-Chahar-Hebei
border area organize the peasants, and mobilize them into the anti-Japanese
war. Utilitarianism in the revolutionary drama is the crucial element for the
succession of political mobilization during war time. On the other hand, it
restricts the drama in the artistic aspect and hedges the development of drama
self. Under the lead of CPC, the drama shows temporary prosperous; but it is
not the results of social economic and culture development. It is doomed to
failure. Because of the end of the war and changés of social factors,

revolutionary drama quit the rural folk stage after 1947.

Key words: Shanxi-Chahar-Hebei border area; Revolutionary drama;

Political mobilization
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