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ABSTRACT

Gu Yan Wu was a famous scholar in the late of Ming and early of Qing
dynasty, who initiated the trend of thought of PUXUE at the study areas of
history, Confucian Classics and phonology. He was also a tourist and traveled
around the ancient provinces of Jin, Lu, Yan, Shan, Yu and even across the
border. The Gu’s academic succeed in the study can’t be separated from
experience of travelling and learning.

At the age of fifty, for the first time in his life, Gu Yan Wu set his feet
on the land of Shan Xi, and afterwards he came and traveled around Shan Xi
for a lot of times. His main events, such as exploring lands in Yan Bei,
marrying a second wife, building a house in Nan Shan, all took place in Shan
Xi, and he even died in Qu Wo. In Taiyuan, he came to know the Shanxi’s
scholars, for example, Fu Shan, Yan Ruo Qu, Li Yin Du, Dai Ting Shi, and
tourist scholars Zhu Yi Zun, Qu Da Jun. They together polished their morality,
justice and knowledge, and also developed the academic research in Shan Xi.
During the period of 20 years, Gu Yan Wu travelled almost everywhere in
Shan Xi, and wrote a great deal of poems at the sight-sees praising the beauty
of Shan Xi, describing the nature and thinking about his past, and all these
poems are very valuable to richen and discover the history and culture of
Shan Xi. Gu Yan Wu also recorded the materials and customs in Shan Xi, and
such effort is of great value to studying the development of economy and
evolving of society in Shan Xi since Ming and Qing dynasties.

Gu Yan Wu made extensive and deep research and study on Shan Xi’s
history and culture. First, he thought that the most important was Shan Xi’s
geographical situation. No matter creating a county in Shan Dong, or
conquering the whole China, Shan Xi had the key strategic point. It was
geographically complicated in Shan Xi and each relatively independent area
had its own geographical characters. Especially the cities of Tai Yuan, Ping
Yang, Shang Dang, Da Tong, San Guan composed of the most dangerous
places in Shan Xi. Second, Gu Yan Wu paid more attention to the Shan Xi’s



history and culture. He Dong area (eastern part of the Yellow River), centered
in the basins of Lin Fen and Yun Cheng, was the birthplace of Chinese
civilization. Shan Xi was not only the main stage for the ancient Kings of Yao,
Shun and Yu, but also the control center for Xia, Shang and Zhou dynasties.
Gu Yan Wu focused on He Dong area in Shan Xi, according to the writing
documents, visiting local people, he did the site research on the ancient
historical remains, and corrected some wrong thoughts. Based on the historic
and current impact, Gu Yan Wu thought the research on the salt basins in He
Dong area was very important, and he was one of the earliest scholars who
had done such systematic research on this field, collecting the previous
theory and studying the sites. Gu Yan Wu studied a lot of critical issues, such
as salt basin’s geographical situation, production technology, flood control
system, and the laws on salt. Gu Yan Wu initiated the systematic study on the
ancient city of Jin Yang. His research covered the evolvement, scale and
organization of the city, the evolvement of Jin Ci, and the water conservancy
of Jin Shui. Last, Gu Yan Wu did a deep research on the history and
geography of Shan Xi. With the help of the writing historic documents and
site-researching, especially for the places of Bei Yue, Wu Tai Shan, Jin
Country, Mian Shang, Qi, Tang, Jin Du, Da Yuan, Dai, he established his own
ideas and corrected the previous errors.

The rich and deep historical culture is the most precious to the Shan Xi’s
tourism industry, and how to develop and use this immaterial asset is the
critical problem to the tourism employees. We can benefit from the Gu Yan
Wu’s articles and research on Shan Xi’s history and culture. The ancient
kings of Yao and Shun were born and buried in the He Dong area, and they
also built their country here. Shan Xi is the homeland of Yao and Shun. With
this advantage of resource, integrating the resources of Yun Cheng, Lin Fen
and even the whole Shan Xi, we should create our own tourism brand, which
can be competitive to the brand of homeland for Kongzi and Mengzi in Shan
Dong. The city of Tai Yuan has a history of 2500 years, rich of splendid

history and culture, and full of historical remains. It is critical to the future



tourism in Tai Yuan that we should utilize the ancient city of Jin Yang, and
establish a famous state level city of history and culture. With the mountains
covering the land of Shan Xi and the Yellow River running through, Shan Xi
is the most dangerous and strategic place. There are great walls, forts, cities
and war fields of different history time in Shan Xi. Studying on the
strategists’ culture, developing the military tourism resource and military
culture tourism in Shan Xi are the main issues for the Shan Xi’s tourism
industry.

Key words: Gu Yan Wu; Shan Xi; History and culture; The development
of tourism
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