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Abstract

Cheongsam is a representative of the traditional Chinese female costumes; it is also one of
the most ethnic symbols of China, and it’s evolved by the women’s robes of the Qing Dynasty. In
1930s and 1940s, cheongsam was getting rid of the old style gradually, and becoming more
classical. It was designed to intend to show the beauty of women's posture and body curve bravely.
Also the design and style was changing dramatically in those days. In 1950s, the development of
cheongsam was slowing down and the fatigued trend lasts for the next 20 years until 1970s. Given
a consistent development and evolution for cheongsam in more than a century in 20th century, the
cheongsam is now not only representing the change of the clothing form, but also representing the
maturity and development of clothing culture.

Today, the beauty of cheongsam seems only stay with the old Shanghai city in earlier 20th
century. Nevertheless, in a crowded and fast-pace modern society nowadays, an emergence of a
cheongsam is abrupt a little bit sometimes.

This article is trying to break the ice of the embarrassing situation by studying and
researching more on the cheongsam itself, so that the cheongsam could have more development
and innovation in the modern clothing art, which makes the cheongsam not only a business culture,
an approach for promoting, a professional lady clothing in business occasions, but also, instead, a
common and convenient type of clothes for women who live and work in modern society and
regular life. Also it could help the cheongsam have a continuous and consistent improvement and
to be connected with the preceding development after the May 4th movement in old days in China.
Eventually, we could change the embarrassing status quo of having cheongsam a dress only for
ornamental purpose, but not for practical value.

Keywords: Traditional Cheongsam, Evolution, Modern Dress, Innovation, Development.
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