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Abstract

Shandong Province is endowed with time-honored history and colorful culture, as
well as distinctive folk art, which is nurtured by the wisdom of the toiling masses. People
living in Shandong intelligently create the folk clay sculpture with vivid characteristics
and strong cultural qualities, which is precious cultural heritage of the mankind. However,
with the rapid development of Chinese economy, a series of changes can be seen in social
structure, life style and aesthetic standards of the masses. As a result, the folk clay
sculpture is generally deprived of the soil on which it relies to survive, facing a string of
risks to development. It is the general trend of modern art to carry forward and transmit
national culture as well as to promote the application and combination in modern design.
In addition, it is imperative to combine the folk clay sculpture with modern design art,
reconsider the relationship from the view of modern aesthetics and consumption, and
create in a way of modern design.

At first, this paper argues the profile, distribution and features of the folk clay
sculpture in Shandong Province, analyzes the current situation of it, and elaborates on
how the modern environment influences it. Then on the basis of theoretical support, the
paper polishes the image of Shandong folk clay sculpture as a brand. The first part of this
paper is the basic theories of Shandong folk clay sculpture; the second part is the
introduction of Shandong folk clay sculpture in modern environment and the
transformation of identity; the third part is the way to innovate Shandong folk clay
sculpture; the fourth part is the innovative design of Shandong folk clay sculpture with

specific cases and the expectation of its development in the future.

Key words: folk clay sculpture; modern design art; Rabbit King
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