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ABSTRACT

Fox belief is one of the most widely and oldest beliefs of China. Especially in the
north of China, fox is a common form of the folk belief. In Hanting, one of districts of
Weifang , Shandong province, there is a village named “the cell of the queen Yu”. And
as the center it has formed a space of the fox belief. And there are mang temples on the
cell which had experienced the different historical period under the forces of revolution.
But under the influence the fox faith still prevails in the world.

The village, Yuwangtai, is named by the cell of queen Yu. The cell is a composed
of clay layers of stacked tall tower. It is located in the southwest corner of the village. It
is said that the cell was built by Da Yu when he was managing flood. He can direct the
situation better on the cell. Afterwards, the local people built “the Yu Wang temple” on
the top of the cell. And the god is Yu Wang, so the cell was named “Yu Wang cell”.
While, the main god to the local people is not Yu Wang, but the fox. In the village, the
cell is the center of the fox belief. There is a temple of fox, and many holes of the foxes
here and there, and several tombs of foxes. Moreover, there were hordes of foxes in and
out of the cell. At the same time, there are a lot of fox spirit legends in the air. And there
are three times temple fair every year, January 16%, March 3%, September 9*. Among
them the January 16" is the most booming. In a word, the village has a rich atmosphere
of the fox belief.

As the center of temples, the cell of Yu Wang has experienced several different
changes as the country’s political history. Among them, the most fierce influence is
since the last half of 2009, which is Taoist priest Feng contracts since long, the cell has
taken place unprecedented earth-shaking changes. This not only reflected in changes in
the environment, but with increased foreign comprehensive gods to bring. All of this
disrupts the original belief in order and makes the local fox spirit faith facing enormous
challenges.

The author through all kinds of situation to research an discuss roundly, for
example, the change of Yu Wang cell, the fox stories, the temple fair and the Xiangtou
and so on. I hope it can be a vivid case for the research of the area social folk belief and
it c -an be a contribution to the study of Chinese folk belief.

Key words: the fox belief; the Yu Wang cell; temple; temple fair; legend
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