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On revelation of the cultural symbol
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ABSTRACT

In the first half of the twentieth century, Cheongsam (also known as
Qipao in mandarin Chinese) was created by the clothing designers in the
Republican Period, whose design was based on the female form of
Manchu dress and borrowed fashion elements from the western clothing
culture. It has undergone a century long evolution and already turned
from a typical Chinese women dress into a cultural symbol of the Chinese
nation. In the modern multi-cultural society, changing political, economic
and cultural context has endowed China’s contemporary art with unique
historic value and distinctive cultural meaning. This paper systematically
analyzes the historical evolution of Qipao, the symbolism of feminine
clothing, traditional Chinese clothing patterns and its aesthetic
connotétions, the creation and development of western contemporary art,
and the relationship between modern art and artistic practice, and it also
comprehensively elaborates on the artists’ attempts to interweave the
traditional cultural elements into the creation of modern art. Chinese
culture welcomes diversity and it has many an advantage that western
culture is short of. Different thinking modes promote communication
between Chinese and western contemporary art and help to draw

inspiration from traditional Chinese clothing culture, so as to create a new
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kind of modern art that embodies the characteristics of Chinese
civilization, that is, a national art that bears Chinese symbols. The
humanistic concern and national spirit that are expressed in the cultural
elements of Qipao in the modern artistic creation have been encouraging
the artists and the audience alike. The core value of contemporary art lies
in the artists’ idiosyncratic spiritual expression and the safeguard of
autonomy, individualism and independence of artistic creation. In the
mind of the artists, the word “Qipao” provokes the mental connection
with the historic evolution of the Republican Period. The beautiful
intertwining patterns on the clothing represent the perfect fusion of
classical culture and modern civilization, and the contemporary artists
should find ways to convert traditional form of aesthetic thinking into its
modern mode, and draw enlightenment from Chinese traditional

philosophy and aesthetics to realize this goal.

Key Words: Qipao culture; contemporary art; the fusion of Chinese

and Western culture; the spirit of the modern times
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