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ABSTRACT

Wind music for Linxian county is a kind of folk instrument ensemble
that 1s popular in Lin County. Coming into being in the Ming Dynasty, it has
until now a history of 400 years The traditional large suona wind and
percussion music is played with wind instruments and percussion
instruments.

The former includes suona and sheng while the latter includes drum,
timbal, little tam-tam, Chinese gong chimes, hand shaker and etc.
Organizations of this kind of music are formed by the mass folk
spontaneously and give their performances mainly in some traditional
ceremonies such as weddings and funerals, openings of temple fairs, Chinese
New Year Yangko, shop opening ceremonies and the like.There are all
together over 150 suona tunes in the history of Lin County and now part of
them has been lost. “Gills vibrato”, “air coax sound” and “live performance
from dead music”are among the suona performing skills and styles that are
unmatched by other wind and percussion performances in the surrounding
area.

From 2010 to 2011, the author has followed and investigated the
situation of large suona wind and percussion music performance in Lin
County and has successfully gained lots of firsthand materials through his
interviews of more that 40 troupe leaders and artists, personal presence at
more than 20 such performances and exchange with local folks and
governmental officials of different education background regarding their
view of the large suona wind and percussion.With application of multiple
research methodologies of ethnomusicolog, this paper made a detailed study
on Lin County large suona wind and percussion music regarding its history,
troupe artists, the music itself as well as its social function.The attention was
directed not only to the music played by the troupes, but more importantly to

the artists, about their behavior, mind and emotion and also to various

m



music-related cultural phenomena such as the audience’s reaction in
traditional ceremonies and the like. At the end of this paper, the author gives
some suggestions regarding the protection and promotion of large suona
wind and percussion music. It’s the hope of the author that this paper can
play a supplementary role in the folk instrumental music study in Shanxi
province and that more attention can be given to Lin County large suona

wind and percussion music.

Key words: wind music for Linxian county; Big Suona; Music Class;
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