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ABSTRACT

In recently years, China’s intangible cultural heritage keeps drawing enormous public attention, for
which reason many of the excellent Chinese folk-cultures have been well preserved. Xunxian County has
historically been a city with particularly rich cultural traditions. In 2008, the Shehuo Shows (Spring Festival
Festivities) in Xunxian was listed in the ‘National Intangible Cultural Heritage” by the Ministry of Culture
of China. The Shehuo Shows in Xunxian, mainly featuring stilt performance, is a representation not only of
the splendid folk-cultures in Xunxian produced over the last centuries, but of the lasting endeavor of people
in Xunxian to pass on folk arts. A close study of the reasons for the continuing development of stilt
performance, as well as the cultural characteristics of this art form, is the key to maintain its vitality in the
long run.

First in this article ,XunXian stilt’s cultural and artistic. performance characteristics from it's historical
cultural background and artistic performance aspect to study. Stilt performance in Xunxian, beginning in
the Qing Dynasty, has been developing together with the native temple fairs. This explains why it has
retained a major feature ’of_ religious flavor. Worship of gods is the core of Xunxian temple fair culture. The.
Buddhist and Taoist temples scattering over Dapi Mountain and Fugiu Mountain create a uniciuely
mysterious atmosphere in Xunxian that helps the Shehuo Shows. Thus, stilt performance in Xunxian has
evolved itself into a “walking in the mountains” event with praying as its main purpose. Woven into the
entertainment oriented stilt performance are la{rge numbers of folk tales, which account for a significant
part of human cultures. Technically speaking, high level of variety, difficulty and visual enjoyment are the
most striking features of the performance. However, ballads once sung during the stilt performances are
now facing the threat of extinction. Considering the great research value of these musical pieces, their
protection should be put on the top priority.

Again, the XunXian stilt to research survey and research for percussion instruments in Chinese operas
in the accompaniment music and Wen Chang minor music.In magazines and books of various kinds, there
are only a handful of studies on the skills and musical value of the stilt performance in Xunxian. This is

where the originality of the paper comes from. Laying special emphasis on their musical value, the paper
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presents a detailed analysis of the source of the ballads and their musical features. It is found that these
ballads have a simple and smooth style, which is a direct representation of the simplicity and generosity of
the local people. The locals not only adhere closely in their life to the Confucianist doctrine of “harmony”,
but have highlighted in the ballads the doctrine of “mean”. The appeal of these ballads is shown to the
fullest in their delicate but simple melodies.

In the end, research development status and protection measures of XunXian stilt. All the good cultures
of mankind, especially those still kept alive today, should be well protected and passed down to future
generations. Therefore, it is a top priority that these artistic performances are preserved through purposeful
and effective means. Protective measures, including team construction, cultural communication, academic
exchange, talent introducing and fund safeguarding, are suggested in this paper. It is hoped that by the joint
efforts of governments and non-government forces, stilt performance in Xunxian can be an event of global

influence.

Keywords: stilt performance in Xunxian, temple fairs in Xunxian, Xunxian ballads
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