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Abstract

Edwin H．Cady in砌P￡劬r矽CDm朋D刀聊?尺P口，括聊切彳朋P，．fc册丹c肋刀proposes彳刀
砌P船馏童Jjl和刀is“me first postmodem novel”，、^，hich pro“des a new access to inte印retation

of the noVel—-t0 study t11e deconstmctiVe锄d reconstructiVe tendencies of彳Ⅳ讹鲋馏譬胞刀
in postIllodem context．

111e period，舶m么刀砌e鼢馏§拖珂taking sh印e in 1 930s to its winning tlle Pulitzer

Prize for Fiction in 1 947，is tlle cmcialtime to tunl to postmodem nOIllinear mode of thinking

for tlle Umted States，esp．the soutllem stales．The continuous natural catastrophes and

m柚-made disasters，such嬲the Great Depression，the Dust Bowl and the Second W6rld W缸

mal(e people change廿leir、)l，ay of uIlderstanding锄d thinking．111e u11ita巧锄d nomative

conceptions are cllallenged，锄d the pos廿Ilodem nonlinear mode of nlinking mal(es its first

印pear锄lCe iIl tIle US．The postmodem nonlinear mode of thinking emphasizes tlle

coexistence and h锄ony of diVersity，and is usually represented by tlle characteristics of

deconstlmction and reconstllJction iIl literatlu-e．

In tIle m吖atiVe s仇Jcture of彳刀历e J0馏’≥朋匆珂，t量le employment of broken time，

纳gmented space 觚d montage tecllllique deconstructs tlle traditional line盯 stmctures；

meanwIlile， tlle double-track nanatives not only 如mler deconstruct tlle deconstmcted

f．ragments of time，space and plot，but also reconstmct tlle行agments ullder me supervision of

“Ⅳo protagonistS，wllich endowS恤n0Vel、析th not omy tlle postlIlodem触gmentation

tendency but also the rea以bili妙

In tlle intemal values of彳刀珐P厨馏量朋锄，tlle tragedies谢m loss锄d death ill岫inate
me ineVi切bilit)，of deconstmcting tlle intemal bina巧opposition Values betwreen subject觚d

object，bet、veen subjects锄d within subject；howeVer，tlle feasibilit)，of recovering spiritual

rene、Ⅳal for the t、Vo protagoIlists reVeals the necessi够吼d ineVitabilit)，of deconstruCting the

bina拶opposition Values如d reconstructing h觚IloniouS values．And D锄te’s verse胁刀胞
c加肠印P，口黝厅口∥D，．如，w，沈，the quotation五rom tlle“Purgator)，’’iIl 7阮Df’，砌P CDmP咖，
is州tten on t11e head page to shine upon the optimistic spirit in reconstmction，which is

exactly the pu叩ose of V矿a玎en·—-‘‘so long as hope has anything of green”．

Therefore，tlle postmodem deconstmctive锄d陀constructive tendencies in彳盯砌P尉豫·童

施行precisely represent the nihilistic锄d f-ragmented sense of Americ粕people and society

aRer the Great Depression，the Dust Bowl and the Second W6rld W虬and show clearly by me

genre of fiction： deconstructing the unitary and no咖ative conceptions锄d tlle binaW

opposition Values in the mind of Wbstem people is the only way leading to balance and

hanIlony．In addition，the necessity锄d feasibility of reconstruction aRer deconstllJction



supplies廿le spiritual encoufagement and guidance for cons仃IlctiIlg lla衄oIly觚d coe)【istence

of diVersi够

Key words：彳刀历P慨≥朋如；PosnIlodem；Decolls仃uction；Recons仃uction；H锄lony
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摘 要

埃德温·哈旱森·卡迪在《平日之光：’美国小说中的现实主义》中称《国王的人马》

为“第一个后现代小说”，这为该小说的阐释开启了一个新的视角——在后现代视域下

研究和阐释该小说的解构与重构倾向。 ．

《国王的人马》从二十世纪三十年代的初具雏形到荣膺1947年普利策小说奖的十

余年间，正是美国，尤其是美国南方，向后现代非线性思维转型的关键时期。经济大萧

条、沙尘暴和第二次世界大战等接连的天灾人祸开始改变人们认识问题、思考问题的方

式。传统的一元至上思维受到挑战，非线性的后现代思维开始在美国社会初露端倪，它

主张多元的共生与和谐，在文学中常常彰显解构和重构的特点。

在外在的叙事结构上，《国王的人马》借助碎片化的时间安排和空间安排、蒙太奇

艺术手法的参入消解了传统的线性外在架构；同时，两线并行的叙述手法的运用，既实

现了对已消解了的时间、空间、情节的碎片的更深层次的消解，也把碎片进行了重组，

使得小说呈现后现代碎片化倾向的同时又不失可读性。

在内在的价值体系上，《国王的人马》通过由失去、死亡所引发的悲剧阐述了主体

和客体、主体间、主体自身内部的二元对立价值观的必然消解；而两位主人公最终都获

得精神上重生的可行性也点明了消解对立、构建和谐的必要性和必然性。小说扉页中引

用《神曲：炼狱》第三章的“只要希望还有一丝儿绿意”，恰恰也凸显了沃伦的用意。

《国王的人马》所彰显出的后现代的解构与重构倾向再现了经过经济大萧条、沙尘

暴及第二次世界大战后美国人民和社会的虚无感和碎片感，用文学的方式为其指出：只

有破除一元主宰、二元对立的惯有思维模式，才能实现事物的平衡与和谐。另外，消解

后重构的必要性和可行性又为实现和谐构建和多元共存提供了精神鼓励与支持。

关键词：《国王的人马》；后现代；解构；重构；和谐
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Introduction

彳ZZ砌P尉豫奢肘锄，which represems the s哪mit 0f Roben Penn W撕en’s intellectual

maturit)r锄d proficient writing techniques，is one of llis most prominent rloVels for its

portmying the Southem United States around l930s诵m a writing st)，le of poetic diction aIld

philosophical mought．4ZZ伪e鼢珍g§^和”won tlle Pulitzer Prize f．0r Fiction in 1 947 and w雏

men rated the 36th greatest novel of the 20th centu巧by Modem Library and、忱s brought to

screen twice successmlly．Besides social concems，彳刀肪口J【打喀≥肘妇h邪attracted

everlasting attention of Americ孤scholars弛d critics since its publication，arld criticism 0n

tlle novel are obViously divided into two periods：d嘶ng Warren’s life time aIld mer his

passing aWay．IIl ChiIla，the novel h弱also caught the eye of scholars锄d critics，especially in

tl舱diploma tl：Lcses of college reseaurchers recent years，mou曲mere haVe not been subs切ntiVe

commentS on彳刀砌P鼢略童胁胛谢tll profo岫d sigIlific觚ce since it is i曲roduCed illto

domestic literaDr field．

As W打ren’s masterpiece、撕nen for more thaJl a decade，彳刀砌P舰奢朋砌has drawn

attention of n哪erous critics so fh And W打rcn’s p嬲sing away marks tlle watershed in tlle

study abroad．Mostly tal(ing tlle author’s‘‘New Criticism”influence into aCcomn，the critics

d面ng W乏mren’s life time mainly focused 0n tlle仃aditional inte印retation tllI’ou曲exploring

memes锄d锄alyzing plots、Vi廿l close reading metllod or researches on writing techniques．

Witll me coming of cultural diversit)，锄d eme玛ing of westem literary t11eories，research

perspectives of critics have been extended、Videly；觚d multiple perspectiVes haVe been

印plied to tlle inte印retation of彳Ⅳ历P鼢略§朋妇since Wallren’s passing away．

The reviews of彳刀f加鼢豫’i^知刀during Wallren’s life time rallge f．rom s诅ging of也e

novel，s embn，onic fom尸加“d，‰厅1 to l 990s and show tllree m旬or trends：some focusing

on explOring tllemes， some on studying writing tecllIliques， 锄d otherS 咖otating me

significant details of plot with New Criticism method．And most of these comments center on

tlle relatively superficialtext，but exploring themes of philosophy’morality，reality锄d histo巧

锄d觚alyzing the specific textual details or inVestigating the抓istic Value proVide the

foundation for the如ntler research thereaRer．

The first group of critics focus on tlle themes of彳刀历P尉馏。≥^匏门．Some ex锄ine the

themes of Wallren’s philosophical morality，just as what J锄es A．Grimshaw(200 l：27)insists

that W打ren is“a teacher at hean，a student in his pursuits，and a philosophical moralist in

1肋耐胁如w∞a ver∞pIay that Wa丌℃n beg帅wrjtjng in l 936．帅d Wan℃n intcndcd t0佗Vi辩it int0 a noVcl sincc l 943。

柚d in l 946 it w髂cxtendcd int0 the novcI彳，，曲P Kf，lg台肘童，l succcssfuIIy．

1
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message”and proposes tllat彳刀砌P JG馏’§^钯刀is endowed witll the morality tlleme iIl tems

of its writer’s“compassion for仕屺vinues ofhope，loVe，aIld endurance”．Cll乏des H．Heimsath

indicates that彳刀砌P膨馏§^钯刀is maillly about lliSto巧孤d the a瓶l responSibilit)r of 1he，

、)I『_hich make tlle re缸lers renect on W|arren’s“丘．esh pene仃ation imo tlle s仇lcture强d me蛐g
of life”(1 947：97)．Eric Bentley inVestigates the philosop量lical跚ld moral mealling of彳刀砌P

鼢馏i朋砌五∞m MaⅨiSt standpo硫．Wim a dialectical View，Bentley iIldicates what Warren

criticizes includes not oIlly tlle total politiciaIl锄dⅡle absolute a砒orit)，but alsoⅡle idealist

Who puts away tlle realiStic politics锄d life．The Val鹏ofme essay is to remiIld la毫er critics t0

focus on the t11eme of politics 0r natu：佗of ch缸acte璐谢“n a broader f-ramework．B帅ett

Gunenberg in llis essay“Web of Being：111e NoVels of Roben PellIl Wamn’’shows cle砌y

that Warren’s philosophical i11debtedness not oIlly to Coleridge but to Manin Heidegger，to

Existentialism，and t0仃aditioml Cllristi锄doctrine is perceptiVely noted．The web being mat

tlle essay emphasizes弱W打ren’s p11ilosopllical stance enlighteIls llistorical觚d cultural

I．esearchers on恤llistorical value oftlle novel．

The omers irlVestigate也e tllemes of realit)，锄d history in彳刀历P尉，曙譬^知刀，siIlce most

of Warren’works set in me似entietll centu巧lil(ewi∞touch upon specific tlistorical eVentS，

such嬲drav访ng materials舶m me event ofHuey Long in彳肌加尉馏童心刀．Just aS what

Wamn(1 98 1：59)cl耐fies：“锄y novel，good or bad，must report，晰lly-nilly，恤llistoⅨ
soci010鼢觚d politics of a coun仃y”．Joseph Frank’s research on彳刀砌P厨馏量^始刀becomes a

Ⅱlematic饥msition fbm morali哆to reali吼aIld he a玛：ues tllat tIlere are mree leVels of relation

beMeen Romanticism觚d real时iIl么刀珐P尉增i肘砌：‘‰e total rejection of Ad锄Stanto玑
廿le total accept锄ce ofWillie Stark，觚d me咖lscerldence ofthe dualism in tlle moml eVolution

of Jack Burden”(1 95l：250)，aIld demonstrates tllat the mstorical genre is tIle best way t0

express the theme of morali吼Dia’erent f如m fomer critics’perspectiVe of moral tlleme，

Malcolm o．SillarS poiIlts out nlat American populism iIl poor mid-west趴d a鲥cultural

Sounl regio璐iIl 1930s is por咖yed iIl彳刀历P鼢—g≥^如疗and pioneerS to irIte印ret tlle noVel

fhom socio-economic s切ndpoint．According t0 SillarS，Willie St酞卯ically represe鹏

agricultllral Southem people，w11ile Judge Ir、Ⅳin represents conservatiVe aristocracy．Jack

Burden is锄iIltellectual of noble birtll，who anemptS to build a bridge between 11ill people

锄d撕stocmcy．And Bmden’s iIlitiation course fbm losing llimself t0 self二perCeption shows

tlle possibili哆of rcconciliation be帆een tlle populaCe锄d撕stocmcy cl勰s．Sillars’s essay

signific觚tly contributes t0 later study on Americ觚culture锄d Warren’s Ilistory complex．

Under me砌uence of me essay'me critics be咖t0 perceiVe Warren’s‘铀eo巧of Spider

2

Administrator
矩形



东北师范大学硕士学位论文

Web’’1 which regards history as abig spider web．Jollll L．Stewart illustrates mat tlle origin of

W打ren’s histo眄complex sta】rtS行．om Wallren’s biography，锄d t11e protagonist Jack Burden

劬ctions弱the spokesmaIl of W打ren’s histo巧complex，锄d Jack’s realization of accepting

tlle burden of past in tlle end is actually the best proof of W缸ren’s history Complex．HoweVer，

“is deb酏able for Stewart t0 deny Willie Stark’s protagonist stams．R．Gmy reViews the

f．o加er critical essays on彳刀历P鼢馏i^匏，?and then notes that Warren’s superb wTiting tactic

lies in expressing ms o、Ⅷidea of histo巧mrou曲Voice of narrator Jack，t啪sfoming the real

historical figure Huey Long into a fictional ch砌．acter WiUie St砌．k，and inserting Cass

Mastem’s historicm stoD，．Di骶rent舶m f0册er Views on Wafren’s mstorical View，Glen M．

Johllson poi鹏out that W暑urren’s llistorical View is renected in恤di仃erence beMeen

fictional charaCtcr Willie S伽．k觚d llis protot)，pe，tlle llistorical fi目鹏Huey Long，especially

m me chaJlging of specific ye筑IIl addition，Johnson proposes tllat Wa玎en’s试(ing into

account the reader’s primary burden of moral eval啪tion marks a renewed tunling point行om

廿le novelist t0 llis readers锄d sways也e n0Velist’s stat：uS私锄absolute authorit)r of llis noVel．

The second group of critics focuS on inte叩reting me profound sigIlificaIlce锄d‰ction
of specific details埘m me method of New Criticism．Since Wan．en is觚iIIlponant patllfinder

of New Criticism，m觚y critics concem bom tlleo巧觚d noVelin aIl anempt to make a mutual

ime甲retation．Joseph E．Bal(er opeIlly opposes the idea of Hiram HaydIl’s review廿lat“Jack

Burden himself is nle book’s major misfonlme⋯His rcgeneration at the end of me book is勰

’repulsiVe锄d咖conVincing a‘happy ending”’in me Plli Beta K印pa坳尺印D胞，．(晰nter，
1 946)．Baker regards Jack Burden best serves me p唧ose of irony．As W打ren’s spokesm锄，

he haS to be a supemcial observer to st缸ld iIl t：he otller shore of maturit)，and realit)r miserably

in the begi疵ng aIld step by step walk towards t11e ri曲t side．

Except irony in the Ilovel，more critics inte印ret it wi廿1 some specific details in t11e noVel．

J锄es Ruofr focuses on me origin of title彳刀砌P鼢馏’墨^钯刀丘om nursery rhymes H啪pt)r
D眦p吼觚d proposes that the real king is God rather tll锄Willie Stark．He also deduces

W缸ren’s writing pmpose is tImt all the men髂Vassals of God should rccognize their o、Ⅳn siIl，

锄d Willie Stark’s acting like tlle SaVior is punished by God as a couIlter-ex锄ple．Ruofr，s

essay paVes tlle way for 1’ao Jie’s introducing ttle noVelinto China．Keitll Beebe shows that

t11e如nction of political fo姗锄d biblical motifs is to expressⅥ‰1．en’s View of 0riginal

sin一“M锄’s life is舢ed with dirt，toil，锄dheanbreal(”(1962：130)，so no o眦c锄quest for a

‘¨⋯⋯world is like鲫enomous spider web鲫d if you touch it．howevcr ljghtl y．龇锄y point’the Vibr砒ion rippIes to the

他motcst perimetcr蚴d the dmwsy spider f醅ls the tingle鲫d is drowsy no morc but springs out t0 fling the goss姗er coiIs

about you who have touchcd t11e web帅d thcn inject the bl∽k．numbing poi∞n under yourhide．1t d∞s not matter whether

or not you me鲫t to bmsh the wcb ofthings．Your happy foot or your gay wing may haVe btllshed it cVcr so Iightly．but wh砒

h叩pcns always h印pens锄d thc陀is the spider-bc盯ded bl∞k锄d with hjs grc毗fh∞ted eyes glincring like min．0rs in the

sun，or like God’s eye．叫d the fimgs d r．pping”f爿，，胁P K垤台^—，P疗．2007：283)．And a¨the citations without ex∞ption f}om

novel彳，，胁P^：以g台^和疗in this thesis adopt this ve幅ion：Robcn Penn war嵋n．彳，，胁P^：棚g台^和_PllM】．Pcnguin BooI‘S．2007．

3
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simple sel￡a siIlless existence，锄d觚impersonal tmth．JalIles C．Simmons draws support

舶m a tirly detail，Adam’s lobectomy operatioIl't0 propose t11e whole course of operation fIor

patient s叫．eriIlg f幻m catatomc scllizophrenic juSt parallelsⅡle course of Jack Burden’s

search imo me real I谢ture of m觚锄Id“il．Witll cloSe reading，Simmo船sho、vS W缸ren’s

pllilosop}licalidea tllat the Great Tlwitch is valid iIl tlle f．aCe of锄y dilemma'WIlich guides孤d

p哟ves the necessi哆of close reamng．Allen Shepherd especially emphaSizes W缸ren’s identi够

私botll Ilovelist釉d critic，so he tendS to ime叩ret tlle Ilovel谢tll Warren’s personal comme鹏

on廿le Ilovel，which contributes to inte叩rcting noVels under tlle guidance of tlle alltllor．

Besides，a good many studies focus on writing techniques of彳刀砌P鼢堙§^知刀．R．

Glenn M砒ill argucs nlat its锄ccess rests诵nl employment of precise diction including

印pro埘ateness of charaCters’dialogues肌d tone．E训J．Wilcox proposes也at Jack grows

in幻a realistic man t0 f．ace tlle fespollsibili谚in tlle socie够since he leams Judge Ir、)~rin is llis

biological father．n is tlle h啪0r in彳Ⅳ历P K以g i朋妇that a cauSe for Burden’s laughter

ch锄ges in幻a tlling for Burden’s tears抵r hc realizes mat cve巧one’s mtuIIe is如ll of

con仃adictions．The“旧critics botll inte巾ret writing tecllIliques of么刀砌P J0刀g童心聆、)~ritll
劬lditionaltextual印proaches．

But more砒ld more critics a_ttempt to inte印ret the Ilovel f而m new perspectiVes ramer

m锄Ⅱle仃aditional textual analysis． Simone Va删e unprecedentedly proposes tlIe

sigIlificance of narratee iIl tlle novel，甜ld points out mat narratee“contributes to me

chamcterization of tlle n锄tor觚d plays a part in tlle elaboration of the ideas aIld memes of

tlle novel’’(1 974：63)．Tlle poim of na玎atee broadens tlle critical view to彳z，伪P尉馏量施刀
and iIldicates me coming of diVersified inte印retatio璐．

1f11e rise of DecoIlStmction、耐nds up tlle logocentrism of inte印reting fictions，includillg

彳刀舭尉馏量讹，7．Since Wa盯en’s paSsing away’more critics smdy彳刀砌P鼢馏i胁刀舶m

perspectives of psycho锄alytic criticism，femillism aIld cultural studies witllⅡle、j~ritllering of

“a11)【iety of innuence”．

1kmdolph Paul Runyon 锄d Pllilip Dubuisson Castille nerl)ret me noVel 舶m

perspective of psycho锄al”ic criticism．RuIlyon proposes mat all Warren’s novels觚d short

Stories foml a dream，孤d tlle main panem of tlle dre锄一plot is Oedipal，觚d me protagomstS

ill the novels are s仃uggling t0 esc印e tlle power锄d innuence of tlle“f-atller iIllage”，which is

represented by JaCk Burden’s s订uggling丘．om four f．aⅡ1ers t0 me hlll iIl么Z，胁P蔚，，g童肘拥．

CaStille argues t11at tlle eme唱ing of tlle劬廿l step by step锄d Anne’s gro晰ng to m枷t)，
curcs Jack Burden’s spiritual锄d sexual problems w垴ch spring舶m Ellis Burden’s

ab姐do衄ent of llis诵fe锄d son JaCk．CaStille’s essay syntllesizes psycho卸alysis锄d gender

咖dies，wllich betokeIls tlle tendency of interdisciplina叫research．

From tt圮fem谕st po缸of vieW’Lucy Fe币ss i11 her monograph combines彻玎atiVe

也eo巧觚d pm舯alic gender issue谢tll close readiIlg metho也柏d shows tl地lli咖s of female
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subjectiV时in the male wTiter’s fiction．Fe玎iss’s view about women in彳Ⅳ砌P鼢馏叠^妃"

only aS appendage ofmale world oVersteps tlle most feminist ideolog)，of discourse．

Cultural studies open a new scope to rcsearch on彳Ⅳ砌P J0倦’奢肋罾刀．“Americ锄Dre锄”
is a characteristic tlleme in Americ锄literan玳．Joseph R．Millich印proposes Wbst in彳Ⅳ砌P

尉，喀叠朋叠刀is a symbol of“AmericaIl Dre锄”tllat c锄not save Jack，aIld tllen summarizes

Warren’s View about“AmedcaIl Dream”，that is，the imvitabili够of its sh舭ring as a result

of people’s disillusioIllllem aRer t11e economic depression aIld tIle Dust Bo、Ⅳ1．

Warren(1953：480)emphasizes that“the book■盯砌P JQ馏’叠胁玎】，howeVer，was not

intended to be a book about politics．Politics merely pr0VidedⅡle觑吼ework sto巧in、Ⅳhich

tlle deeper concems，whateVer their final signific觚ce，might work t11emselVes out”，but more

critics tend t0 inte印ret tlle noVel矗’om perspectiVe of politics since the noVel，aRer all，

represents the political realit)，in a cenain period of time in America．Forrest G R0binson孤d

Mich∞l Szalay botll propose么刀砌P鼢馏≥施刀勰the most emulated political noVel eVer

、砌nen in America．The fb册er focuSes on tlle race觚d slaVery iIl tlle stoDr of Cass Mastem

觚d戗比es its origin in W打ren’s complex on Soumem past，wmle tlle latter focuSes on tlle

guilt of Soumem wllite．Szalay argues tllat t11e guilt of Soumem wllite haS been a hallmark of

consen，atiVe political culture．As a radical movemem toward me southem锄d westem

agricultural regions in Nonh America iIl the last t、Ⅳerlty years of tlle l 9t11 century，populism

deeply influenced me tllought of Americ锄people．Sanford Pinsker contrasts tlle prototype

Huey Long锄d the protagonist Willie Stark，锄d suppons tlle politics of George W．Bush and

Americ锄New Populism．The populist concept proVides a platfom for t11e democratic

tllou曲ts．Joseph H．L雏e Jr．柚d Eric C．S锄ds botll foc吣on Americ如democmcy．La眦Jr．

mainly analyses how Americ锄p01itics油_f．oms觚d shapes national characters tIlrou曲

inte叩retation of tlle Stark regime and prospects the healtlly democratic system in America．

S趾ds focuSes more on“king’s men”，especially Jack Burden，锄d reVeals t11at tlle novel

ill眦inates m肌y dangers Alexis de’rocqueVille identified弱originating iIl tlle democratic

social state-一I．S．A．，and o舵rs solutions t0 these problems．

111e interdisCiplinary research伊adually inclines to become a tendency of researCh．The

essay、州tten by J锄es A．Perkins et a1．combines the theory of h蛐an genetics、析th tlle

details of t11e noVel，锄d expouIlds the uIlreliabilit)，of Jack’s mother’s telling Jack that Ellis

Burden is not llis biological f．ather，and then satirizes the鹕啪ent of Jack’s burden to the past

auld llistory．In shon，the interdisciplinaD，research to a great degrce broadens critics’View'

锄d also extends the inte甲retation of彳Ⅳ砌P J0，，g叠肘幻．

Tlle research on彳刀砌P舱馏≥^庇聆in China c彻be roughly diVided into tW0 phases：one

is the brief intrloduction to the noVel and transla“on of the noVel in the late 20m century'and

the other is the reViVal of critical studies on the noVel，especially in dissertations for M．A．or

doctorate in recent years．

5
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么刀砌P鼢略i心刀waus in仃oduced into Chim by Chen Shaopeng in l 974 wmch、Ⅳ嬲

a舭r nearly 30 years s妣e也e noVel w硒published in Amedca．ne illl锄d research paper on

彳刀珐P K，馏?童^勿刀did not appear until 1980s for two re嬲oIls：om was that W撕en w勰

introduced iIlto iIllaIld mostly硒a critic觚d poet rather tll锄a promiIlent noVeliSt aIld llis

fiction w2Ls not compiled iIIto liter．ature锄t110logy’WIlich shomd be砌buted t0 the

preference of mose a劬耐tatiVe compilerS；锄d tlle otherⅥ协tllat iIl l 960s and 1 970s people

paid attention to me(订eat Cultural ReVolution mther thall lite劬鹏of forei印courltdes．Till
l 980s，sporadic p印ers about Warren锄d llis fictionS began to come into view of domestic

critics．In 1 987，Chi眦Social Sciences Press published tlle collected p印ers彳&“方矿珐P

爿mP，fc口刀CD刀，P唧，．口J吵RdfD刀括括，011e piece of w量lich was也e essay“Ⅵ吃lrren甜ld His

Fiction，’by Qiu Xiaolong，觚d舭essay Meny irnroduced me lifetime of Wa仃cn锄d

s啪marizes llis fictio璐including彳刀砌P尉馏§^匏玎．IIl l 996，“Ou锄alyzed tlle image of

AIme S啪ton Who appears four tilIles i11 tlle novel．These two essays i11itiate tlle research on

么刀珐P的垤’§^钯玎，Ⅱ10u曲botll oIlly brieny irl仃oduCe and aulalyze nle novel．Wllile nle

primal co嘶bution to tlle iIll绷d research on么刀砌P鼢门g i肋匆"including t：}le aboVe铆o

essays should owe to Profcssor Tao Jie’s iIl仃oducing锄d tr觚slating me novelinto Cllinese in

l 984．MoreoVer，T{lo Jie’s essay‘■刀砌P jD馏≥朋匆刀：a profouIld moral noVel”makes a

comprehensiVe锄d profound in仃oduCtion to tlle r10Vel行om four aspects：W打ren’s bio铲印hy，

Willie’s stoⅨBurden’s sto吼me wTiting tecllIliques and larIguage style．For me later

domestic research on彳盯，加鼢馏§胁刀，tlle innuence of Tao Jie，s in打oduction and Cllinese

Version is profourld锄d lausting．

彳刀历P Kf馏’j砌电力does not come into more Chinese critics’eyes追ht until recent yearS，

锄d especially硒tlle topic of M．A．tlleses and doctoml dissena_tio璐．W抽g Ping iIl her tllesis

proposes mat W打ren aims t0 cl撕匆11is concept of histor)r and fom llis“spider web tlleo巧”

about life、vit量l Willie’s political career and Jack’s two explomtiom illto廿le paSt，and she also

analyses brieny tlle cauSe of fonnation of Wrarren’s concept of 11isto巧as a呻ical So吣em
writer．

Wang Hualin锄d Chen Yaoting aIlalyze nle noVel’s tllemes concenling 900d趾d eVil

witll the arche卯al锄alysis，锄d show tllat W缸ren’s view 0n good锄d evi】o一毋彻tes丘Dm

Holy Bible throu曲觚alysis o：fthree“si衄ers”：Jack Burdell’Willie Stal．k锄d CaSs Mastem．

Ph．D．Wu Ji巧iIl iIl her dissertation maillly Stu出es Warren’s techIliques by combiIling

maIlldnd indefiIlite complexit)，诵m philosophy of Osmosis of Being．And iIl me tIlird section

of ChapIter hv0，Wu卸aJyzes W孵蜘’s osmotic concept of time朗d philosophy of11istoD，by

t越ng彳刀舭鲰量施行嬲ex锄ple．And iIl me mxt chaptcr’Wu劬m spatial dimeIlSion

deco璐n佻ts Wa玎en’s osmotic pIlilosophy wllich completely showS Jack’s spiritulal iIlitiation

丘Dm鸵lf觎gment to selfinte鲥ty，锄d pointS out tllat tlle self珂iVision of inside and outside

is mmed in bina巧opposition of ideaJ锄d reali够ln additio如、Ⅳu J岣iIl(2007)also pro】poses
^
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Wa玎en’s life philosophy on the creation of integrated self by uni够of historical continuity aIld

moralresponsibili吼and points out the necess时and possibili够of creating a ha衄onious self

in modem socie吼

WaJlg Xiao in her M．A．廿1esis contrasts砌P G愆口f G口括砂锄d彳ZZ历P Kf馏奢A钯，，，锄d

proposes t}lat both Fitzgerald and Wran．en弱serious moralists mi玎0r moraJ problems in

modem Americ觚socie坝锄d also demonstrates self-salvation is锄ineVi协ble course t0

conquer moral crisis of modem people．

Generally speaking，W打ren and ms maste叩iece彳刀砌P尉力g§朋电聆haVe caught enough

anention of Americ锄critics，whose critical reviews啪ge行Dm tlle inte印retation with tlle

仃amtional approaches t0 various criticisms谢th contemporary literary theories．Especially，

tlle diversi付of me cultural studies revives me ime印retation of the novel髓a fiction about

cultural phenomenon in America．And也eir studies haVe profoundly aIld greatly broadened

people’s h嘶zon and reinforced恤understanding加ut舭noVel，and promoted nle

exploration of nle fiction for tlle later critics．However，deficient materials趾d insumcient

i彻ovativeness result in relatively lagging aIld repetitiVe research iIl Chinese academic circle．

Most of recent researches iIl China have not yet broken away fIrom shadow of me eaurly

forei印studies锄d still linger踟蚰d血Ieme of philosophical moral埘in彳刀砌P蔚馏i肘匆刀，

which indicates me possibili够觚d necessity of studying the great noVel f．rom new

perspectiVes．

It makes sense mat Edwin H．Cady regards彳盯砌P鼢馏?≥胁刀as‘、he first postIIlodem

novel”，but his re弱on锄d argument is just嬲cribed to‘‘the noVel’s m破ing a renewed sense

on the novelist’s part of llis responsibili哆to llis alldience”(1 97 1：207)．It is likely that Ks

pr01)osal诚ll be questioned锄d challenged硒a result of llis short锄d seemingly arbi仃a叫

reason and insu硒cient af昏蛐entation．Ho、№vcr，it provides a challce for tllis thesis to explore

觚d prove tlle postmodem tendencies of么Ⅳ砌P翩’刀g量肋台刀 弱the pioneer of t}le

postmodemist novels in American literature at any rate，without considering、Vhether it is“the

first postIIlodem n0Vel”or not．

111is thesis will tal(e the postmodem tendencies represemed in彳，，历P J0力gi施，7弱the

breakthI．ou曲point，雏d maimy centre on me distinguishing fIeatures of tlle postmodem

novel§—oeconstmction觚d reconstruction．Tllis thesis will吣tlle deconstnlctiVe and

reconstructive tendencies of彳刀伪P鼢馏墨M妇in postmodem context、Vitll three chapters．

Firstly the thesis Will explore the posnnodem backgrouIld of彳，，砌P尉增童胁刀舶m me

perspectives of bom historical origins孤d the ideologic“tmsfbmation，and then如nher

studv the deconstructive and陀constmctive tendencies represented by nallratiVe stnJcture and

intemal values respectively in彳，，砌P鼢馏量胁刀，finally proclaim that彳，，砌P舱馏占胁玎

literarily represents a special scene(a politicallife scene)in a special place(Americ锄South)

and a special time(aRer the Great Depression)，while more t11an its literary Value is its

．，
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ideological si嘶ficaIlce．nlerefore，a conclusion c舳be drawn tllat the postnlodem tendencies

iIl彳刀历P鼢力g§朋匆玎breal【tllrou曲tlle com仃aint of logocentrism趾d bimⅡy opposition in

廿le仃aditiorml Wbstem value，甜ld show in a liter孤．)r way not only廿le ir圮Vitabili够and

feasibili锣of decons仇lcting logoce枷sm锄d billaDr opposition iIl literary si班fic锄ce but

also me m‘cessit)，of optimistic faitll如d belief iIl recoIls抓lcting nle h栅011iouS life锄d

socie锣aRer deconstmction．

8
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Chapter one

Postmodern Background of彳刀咖P撇名朋匆咒
The、Ⅳord“postnlodemism”firstly印peared in Spanish critic Federico de Onis S缸chez’s

彳力fDZ吲a如肠pDPs勿P置p口疗D肠P办卸口疗D口所P，．矗阳"口1(1934)．And iIl tlle U．S．A．，it w懿

Charles Olson，the fouIlder of black momltain school，who initially used the、Ⅳord in a letter of

l 949 to 11is fhend锄d fellow poet Robert Creeley．Robert Pe衄W打ren’s novel彳刀砌e K啦g叠

胁刀was published in 1 946，so obViously tlle te彻“postIIlodenlism’’had not yet appeared in

tlle horizon of academic circle in the United States at t11at moment．Of course．nle word

‘‘postIIlodernjsm”does not appear in tlle teXt of the novel，but posnllodem tendencies锄d

chamcteristics of postmodem noVels are reVealed in tlle noVel，wMch presents the ineVitabili锣

肌d fe邪ibilit)，of postmodemism by W缸ren’s anistic talent．As me saying goes，‘、imes

produce meir heroes”，the emergence of彳刀砌P尉馏r≥胞刀also should be仃aced back to nle

gennination of posnnodem tendency at nlat time，botll tlle llistorical origins觚d the

ideological仃ansfo咖ation州tIl the historical eVolution．

1．1 The Historical origins of Postmodern Tendency for彳朋伪P№3砌
Since stepping into tlle mreshold of tlle 20伽centⅢM people have fourld tllemselves

becoming tlle slaVe of object reVerSely wim limitless exploration of science and techllology．n

is realized that people c觚neVer uSe tlleir so—called tecllIlolog)，or l【110Wledge to tenIlinate tlle

befalling of natllral catastrophes锄d man—made disaSters，觚d tlleir own lives，moughts锄d

Values are all commercialized indeed． People eVen lose their flaunted subjectiVi哆or

selectiVi妙锄d are forced into the so-ca儿ed“one—dimensional man’’in Marcuse’s te珊，Whose

choice证“one-dimensional socie够”is only yielding t0 m舢erial desire instead of the soul

pursuit．Following inteUectual predecessor Nietzsche’s announcement of‘‘death of God”，

Foucault eVen claims that“m趾is oIlly a recent inVention”觚d mat t|le“end of m锄’’is at

h柚d(Hutcheon，l 995：l 23)，so the westem spiritual world was beset witll a crisis．彳，，珐P

的馏台朋-P刀，私the product、Ⅳhich had been brewed for almoSt ten years，witnessed a series of

natural catastrophes and m锄-made disasterS in America，especially in the South．彳，，砌P

鼢馏台胁刀was adapted by Roben PeIlIl Wa仃en from his o、vn Verse play尸加以只P妇which
w嬲、ⅣTitten fIrom 1 936 to l 939 into a classical novel，觚d represented a politicallife scene in

the South aRer the Great Depression．Until publication in 1 946锄d willning the Pulitzcr Prize

1
111c tjtIe ofthe book in English js一一加魄y D厂印删括^口月d胁驴册妇所P，妇珂跏咖几口砂．

9
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for Fiction 1 947，t11e gro训-h of彳刀砌e尉馏台心刀experienced the longest锄d tlle greatest

stoms in succession tllroughout tlle mstory of t11e Sou也．

1．11 The G代at Dep他ssion

The(hat Depression begi皿ing埘t量l the Wall S仃eet StoCk Market Cmsh of October 29，

1 929、ⅣaS a dea．mblow to Americ锄people，锄d prof．ouIldly challged tlle traditiorlal tllinking

锄d life st)，le of Am甜can people．As tlle longest’most widespread，孤d deepest depression of

Ⅱle 2(胁centulM tlle Great Depression llit cities all锄urld tlle coum巧锄d had deV邪tating

effects on almoSt aJl fields，especially heaVy幻【dustry aIld a嘶culture．A l剐苫e portion on nle

fenile Mississippi础Ver Valley iIl Americ锄Soum w嬲d锄aged by t11e Mississippi鼬Ver

flood iIl 1 927，tlle Great Depression made it worse，so almost all agricultⅢal regions were

世．ected seriously iIl tlle Soutll．

But facing tlle worst collapse in me llistory of Americ姐c印italism，peopIe had f．ew

measures to aCllieVe tlle necessary economic co仃ectioll，aIld could actually do rlonling but to

endure a mll decade of almost硼lbelievable economic miseD，豫t11er maIl tum me tide．In

order to ride out economic predic锄ent，Fr砒11(1in D．RooseVelt passed New Deal prog姗s
focusing on“3 Rs’，-—relie￡recoVe巧锄d refo硼，but“it c强not end me(heat Depression．It

took a、Ⅳorld、var t0 restore mll employment”(Tindall，l996：970)．The depression in ttle

economic field caused也e uI】Iprecedented consciousness of insigIlific肌ce锄d helplessness of

American people，which w硒destined to attraCt me attention of far．sighted tllim【ers锄d

陀f．onners．

1．12’I．he Dust BOwI

The DuSt Bowl劬m l 930 to 1 936 in t11e Midwest w勰锄otller disaster for tlle Americ锄

people who were sua’ering舶m me Great Depression，especially廿le Southem people．It

caused seVeI．e ecological and agricultIlml d姗age to American pl-airie lands．TheⅡu．eate血g
dust sto咖s decre嬲ed or eVen stopped agricultuml output，w扯ch dr0Ve a large number of

mig瑚毽恤so-called Okies，to百Ve up tIle汕omeland in tlle Sou也，MidWeSt，趾d Soumeast

of the United States to settle iIl Califbmia for restarting their better liVes．According t0 the

Kstorical survey，‘‘During the 1930s锄d l 940s，some 800，000 people len mose four sta_tes

【ArkansaIlS，1’exaS，Missouri，oklahoma】甜ld headed toward the West．Not a11 were fa加e髂；

many we陀professionals，w嫩te-coll盯workerS，retaile飓，甜ld f．锄implement姐lesmen⋯．
NiIle妙·fiVe percent of tlle DuSt Bowl mi伊antS were white， 锄d most were young

adultS”(nndall，l 996：1167)．And what is、Ⅳorse is mat maIly migr锄ts heading to Califomia

found mat it w邪not tlle l锄d no、机ng谢tIl miIk卸d ho肿y私tlley ilIla翊ned，瓠a result’

disappoin廿llent柚d tIle豫tive Calif．onli觚hostil时compelled“a tIlird of tllem to flee的m

U1e iIIlagina巧beauti削homel锄d to retum to tlleir Midwestem dil印ida_ted homes．still some

su位ring residents船Ver愀d tO ab锄donⅡ圮ir al陀ady．desened锄ces砌 propenies
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especially in Kansas锄d Oklahoma，which led some f打mers to fall ill锄d even die of dust

pneurIlonia or malnutrition according to tlle historical records 1．The Dust Bo、订caused

millions of acres of fIannland t0 become、Ⅳasteland and a sea of people were forced to lose or

leaVe t11eir homes．This catastrophe intensified tlle economic impact of the Great Depression

for tlle American people in the regions．Y_et the most impommt of all，it prompted people t0

realize me inestimable power of Nature a11d helplessness of hllmaJl being and to begin to

change the仃．aditional idea of logocemrism、^，hich ausserted tlle omnipotence of h啪an being．

1．13’l’he Second World War

1’11e United States didIl’t panicipate in the First W6rld W打untill 9 1 7，which caused less

loss f研them，but the Second Wrorld War w嬲worse for people of all the countries including

t11e U．S．A．，tllough t11e U．S．goVemment e锄ed a lot of money锄d political po、Ⅳer f如m me

Ⅵ眦nle、V盯led tlle Americall govemment to锄economic boom，a deCeptive amuence，a11d

some people could Ilot perceiVe the coVered tmtll since tlley、Ⅳere indulging in tlle exceeding

joy锄d abuIldant materials嬲onc of tlle victoriouS natio璐，、Ⅳhile more people were involved

illⅡle fhgmented’cllaotic 0r pessimistic feelings towards life砒ld sense of spidtual

disorientation． “AmericaI塔 in 1 945 fomld tllemselVes liVing 锄id an array of new

a11)【ieties”(Tindall，l 996：970)．Especially for most Soumem people in tlle U．S．A．’‘‘World

W缸II brought more rapid锄d greater ch明ge to tlle South mat it had experienced since tlle
～·‘1

CiVil War’’(Cooper，2002：667)．However，tlle i坷u巧of tIle Second W6rld W打w觞much

heavier in people’s mind or spirit th锄me great loss in economy觚d p01itics like people of

0ther regions of tlle country．

It was hard舳d rare for the illdiVidual bef-ore tlle great upheaVals to consider tIle exterior

elements髓d enViromnent，uIlless their indiVidual confines or benefits were invaded by

“others”．But tlle helplessness of people in仃ont of natur．al disaster or cat2lSn．ophe and

in．eVersible甜ld incalculable power of Natllre w锄ed people aSsuredly of the imponance aIld

necessity of the balance锄d hamony beMeen o场ect and subject．IIl vircually，tllis、Ⅳ硒

precisely tlle histo—cal root and me essential core for tlle production of彳刀砌P船馏?i^匏胛．

The successiVe natuml catas仃ophes鲫d man—made disasters_—Great DepressioIl，the Dust

Bowl觚d the Second W6rld W褂—啪consciouSly shal(ed觚d changed the inllerellt linear

mode of thim(ing for Americ锄people，锄d Warrcn鼬a铲eat fa卜si曲ted thinl(er keenly

grasped tlle core of tlle e豫柏d produced彳盯，加幻甥叠施刀，which reVealed the postmodem

tendency at that time锄d also predicted the eme唱ence of postmodemist literature tide soon

aRerwards in America．

1“surviVing the Dust Bowl'’【DB／oL】．http：／／、Vww．pbs．o唱，Wgbh／啪eric柚expcriencc，fc砒u他趴mscrip伽ustbowl．t舢scrip以
2009．10．20．
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1．2 The Ideological Transformation f而m Lineari姆to Nonlineari哆

The mode of people’s t11ir墩ing is certaill to chaJlge in tlle courSe of 11istory，觚d Vice

ver鼢．Before the successive nanJral cat枷phes粕d man—made disasterS，aIld espccially

before the 20m centuⅨit w嬲di伍clllt for people to take bo吐l the extemal object姐d intemal

subject illto consideration in t：he balaIlced way．People ei廿ler emph硒ized me object弱tlle

omIlipotence wmch con缸olled everytlliIlg in tlle、Ⅳ0rld or sn．essed me uIllimited po、Ⅳer of each

恤dividual，wllicheVer should f_allinto the category of the linear mode of thiI墩ing and诚ll also

go t0 exn．emes 、)~，imout舡ly exception． ARerⅡ坨 suCcessiVe naturaLl cat嬲臼ophes aIld

m觚．made disasterS，the deep—rooted linear mode of“Ill(ing访tlle mind of people begaIl to

clmge into tlle rloIllinear mode of t11inl【ing which emphasized coexistence and h姗ony of

diversity，n锄ely’tlle deconstmctiVe and reconstnJctiVe tendencies ofpostIIlodenlism．

1．2l Linear Mode of Thinking

Linear mode of thinking can be divided into the船aditioIlal nlir墩ing emphasizirIg object

觚d the modem min虹ng emphaSizing t11e subject'aIld也e fomer’弱tlle result of tlle

deep-seated thjIlldng mode of the锄cient Greek culture alld Hebrew culture，is replaced by

nle latter，and tlle latter graduaIly goes to f．ailure due to unlimited emphasis on tlle su场ect．

The ancient Greek culture aIld Hebrew culture are tlle two sources of cultural heritage for

comempom巧Europeall and AmericaIl co州es．Botll emph嬲ize帆beyond the chaotic锄d

complex surface of uIliVerse tllere muSt be i11Visible锄d diVine logos which restrictS aJld

defines tlle whole world淞the essence or tlle order．Like“’I’ao”mat“c锄be toId of'’锄d“is

not锄UnVarying Way”iIl Laozi’s而D死劬f愕(1 999：3)，Ⅱle diVine logos，嬲“inw暑帕

ratioml皿nciple sen，e to con仃ol and take charge of out、Ⅳ捌material tllings”(Harland，1987：

1 46)，is tlle uIli母ing force of t11e u11iVerse in nle momstic thought ofthe锄cient Greek culture

锄d Hebrew culture．IIl ancient Greek culturc，Plato’s theory of Idea锄d Aristotle’sⅡleoDr of

subst觚ce set廿le tone for tlle cominuo哪con仃oVersy of idealism and realism．NeVertlleless，

t11e common ground of t：he觚o is that锄extemal o场ect硒me prcexistent觚d eVerl嬲ting

logos defines every“ng in nle uIliVerse，、)~ritll only a dia’erent focIls of attemion．So does

Hebrew culture，oIlly iIl wIlich廿le etem越柚d undeniable divine logos is G0d硒tlle

representation．IIl the Hebrew Bible Exod邯3：14，“God said to Moses，‘I AM WHO l AM”’．

nlat meam n哦Hebrew people absolutely believe preexistence锄d i衄onal时of God．And

the int锄西ble Jehovah is inc锄ated into redeemer Jes吣iIl C晡stiaIlit)，W11ich“emph舔izes

tlle absolu眙faitll iIl God—-Jesus，锄d is fi珊ly convinced t11at tllere is oIlly one absolute觚d

etemaJ GDd above ttle uIliverse．The GIDd is me creator of the uIlive体e，tlle embodiment of

order，t11e Powerof saving，arld aJso the na：ture of allloVe，justice卸d h印piIless”(Liu Ji枷ull’

2005：7)．In a broad sense，tlle origiIlS of Westem culture，not oIlly tlle idealist Plato’s theoD，

of Idea and陀adiSt“stotle’s t11eo巧of substaIlce ill锄ciem(hek ideology，but a1So tlle

12
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omnipotent God in Hebrew culture，take锄exterior object as tlle absolute and supreme logos

of戚verse．Tlle extemal logos is nle u11ifying principle of the u11iVerse in ancient Greek锄d

Hebrew metaphysical thinking．

The embedded influence of the锄cient Greek culture锄d Hebrew culture has been锄d

Will be undoubtedly proflouIld锄d uIlshal(ably lasting in the mind of Westem people．HoweVer，

n吼an socie妙is a铲oup which is composed of VariouS indiViduals in difrerent social

enviror蚰ent，so the focus of attention or t11e thinkng mode of tlle social members is bound to

change w油the sigIlificant social challges，eVen thou曲core Value of me culn鹏Will not be

converted easily眦d tlloroughIy．

Renaissance嬲the geminal period of modem“r山ing emphasizing subject awakens

people’s subject consciousness．HumaIlism takes people’s anention to t11emselVes in tlle actual

world舶m the visionary theology and begins to focus on me exp肌sion o仆哪锄c印acities．
rnle age of reason 如nIler imensifies people’s subject coIlsciousness 觚d makes them

铲ailually realize that empirical eVidence is much more reliable tllan tlleologicalimagination．

The emphasis on su场ect predicts me emergence of im_tionalism iIl the l9m锄d early 20‘“

centuD，．Facing tIle falling down of me诅physical趾d tlleological logos fouIldations and

remnants of mKlistic world，Nietzsche bello、ⅣS out Ks s山prising aIld distinguished remarks

“God is dead”．M跹becomes fke t0 fo咖ulate new values in the face of meamngless肌d

pur事10seless、Ⅳorld，and tlle in丘nite po、Ⅳer of h啪an being is eIllarged aIld enhanced

measurelessly and unprecedentedly in f．ront of tangible but hopeless reali够EVentually'

Existentialism which focuses on me unexplaimble despair to life觚d sense of absurdity leR

for h岫aul life by persoIlal sense of tlle u11iqueness觚d isolation leads t0 tlle coll印se of

people’s su场ect consciousness．HoweVer，it is tlle tlliIll(ing which concentrates on the inner

锄d infinite possibilities of subject“Ves t11e su场ect to me hopeless situation．肌ether
Renaiss锄ce豁genllinal period of modem thou曲t，or Enli曲tement in tlle n锄e of“re骶on”，

or i11rationalism putting emph嬲is on instinct，feeling or、机ll，including later nihilistic arld

desperate existentialism，mey all fall into the catego拶of the mode emphasizing subject，and

t11ey also share a common outlook that t11e c印abilities of m锄kind嬲tlle subject are

exaggerated excessiVely．NeVenheless，嬲Con如ciuS says in 77醒彳门口拓c捃“to go too f打is嬲

bad嬲not to go f打enough’’(1998：135)，tllis kind ofmeasureless exaggeration ofmaI出ind is

bourld t0 result in the gradual粕d final coll印se of subject to some extent．It is just the mode

of thinl(ing focusing on subject that seeks a way getting oVer predic踟ent comers the subject

ironically．

On me whole，me thinking which emphasizes either the omnipotent energy of object or

the unlimited power of subject should belong to the logos·centered mode，and the thimdng

which underStands me、vorld as either absolute black or pure white by the me孤s of

dichotomy should penain to the bina叫opposition Values．HoweVer’也e logos—centered mode

l 3
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of t11inking觚d the bina巧opposition values botll fan into tlle linear mode of thinking．111e

llistorical f．aCts锄d tlle evolution ofideology have shown tllat t11e absolu_te：ness of linear mode

ofⅡliIlkjng is ce渤m t0 lead to the road t0 eXtinction．Therefore，廿1e progress of times and

ev01ution of people’s nlinking is iIl need of t11e t啪sfo珊ation of tlle linear mode of tllinking

into a new on争—吐le nominear mode of pos廿Ilodem nliI墩ing．

1．22 NonUnear Mode of POstmodern’Iminkjng

The awakening of su巧ect consciousness marksⅡle end of仃：lditioIlal tllinl(illg WIlich

emphasizes object，in nle s锄e way the Ilillilistic粕d desperate existentialism flags nle

collapse of也e mode of tllirlkir培、^，hich focuses on su切ect．So me impaLsse iIl f．ront of me

linear mode of“r汰ing foreshadows the appe跏lce of a new tum to tum tlle scale，n锄ely，
the nolllinear mode of postlIlodem tIlirtking．

111e ideological tr觚sfonnation舶m line撕够to noIllinearit)，is cenain to be reflectcd in

t11e lite均向lre t0 some degree，0r ra血cr'literature is bouIld to represent people’s tlliI墩ing

unconsciouslv．Just at that time．Americall litera【ture needed a revolution under tlle innuence

of ideological心孤sfomation at tllat time．‘‘Saul Bellow declared mat Americ锄fiction ll习ld

got into me dead end锄d lost its h啪alli哆锄d moral responsibili坝w址le也e writeIIs

洒dulged into self二mock．Anotller rlovelist Ronald Sukellick held tllat Americ觚noVels were

already dead and the only way out w弱nothing but t0 deconstmct aIld recons仃uct”(Yang

Re巧ing孤d Chen Smd矾2009：3)．Besides，Ihab H嬲s觚，觚Americ肌literaIy meorist，has

concluded eleVen tendencies of pos缸nodemist writing，iIl WKch ind鼬eminaCy，矗agmentation，

decanomzatioIl'selflessness锄d deptlllessness，tlle unpresentable锄d tlle uI”epresenta．ble

seIlSe show me deconstmctive tendencies of postmodemsim，wIlile tlle employmem of衲ny，

hybridizatio玛 canlivalizatio玛 pe雨mance 锄d participation， cons仉Jctiollism， aIld

iInmanence reveals the reconstn州ve tendencies of postmodernism during me course of

decoIlstll∞tion．So according to H硒s如，tlle postmodenlism wllich emphasizes coexistence

觚d acceptaIlce of diverS时is represented in noVels maillly by t、)vo pattems：decoIls仇Iction

觚d reconstructioIl，龇ld tlle t、Ⅳo come up consequently锄d always simultaneo邯ly，彻mely，

me novelists o舭n decons仃uct me traditional、而ting tecⅢques觚d social Values on tlle one

h觚d．锄d recoIlSmlct a new fo册谢m tlle decons仃uction of me old one on me omer．

0lne pattem in IloIdiIlear mode of pos仃Ilodem“nking is decoIlsn眦tion．Regardless of

TerDr Eagleton’s critical role鹬a fighter诵tll some po蚰modem ttleorists，tlle sitlmtion of

pos衄odem world he describes is iIlcon仃oVenible．Eagleton defines pos仰odenlism私‘岫e

con_tempofaD，movemem of mought WKch rejects totalities，uIliVersal Values，gmd Kstoncal

nafratives，solid f0吼datio璐t0 h岫an existence卸d tIle possibili哆of objectiVe lmowledge”，

锄d pos仰odenlism“is skeptical of咖啦uIli哆a11d progress，opposes what it sees弱elitism

in cultu陀，tendS toward cIlltm谢relativism，锄d celebrates pluralism，disContinuit)r柚d
14
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hcterogenei哆’’(Eagleton，2003： 1 3)．It is generally belieVed that therc is ncither a

predetemined criteria as the logos dominating the uIliVerse nor u11limited c印abilities and

power of people in postmodem minking． Posnnodemism h嬲 abandoned all kinds of

au也orities，centerS，foundationS and essences about modemit)，and causes delegitimizing of

all codes(Hass趾， l 987： 1 69)．In锄aligIuIlent州th仃ends in post—stmcturalism锄d

deconstruCtion，postmodemism critiques essentialism a11d exclusive models of tlle su切ect锄d

elitist notions of literanⅡ．e and culture．It opposes the practice of using the single，fixed logic，

fo肋ula，principle柚d me ulliVersally印plicable law t0 explain and mle the world，adVocates

challges锄d i皿oVations，emphasizes 0peIlIless锄d pluralism，acknowledges aIld tolerates

difrerence(Chen Shidan，20 1 0：1)．IIl postmodem context，the absolute叭lthorit)，of either

subject or object is deconstmcted，锄d neither tlle world nor the indiVidual觚y longer

possesses mlity，coherence，meaning regularly甜Id absolutely．

Ihab HassaIl，nle piVotal critic of postIIlodem liter狐鹏 in America， 觞sens mat

“postIIlodenlism Was锄impulse to decen仃e，t0 create ont0109ical锄d epistemological doubts

舔、ve accepted，觚d bec锄e intimate埘t11，cllaos．T11is mdeterIninacy w舔，to some degree，

co眦erbalanced by tlle principle of imm弛ence’’ (SIlipp-Walmsley， 2006： 407)．

Postmodemism advocates subst舭tial redefinition粕d iIlnovation锄d a_ttempts t0 establish

itself outside of the modemist paradigm，and does not judge modemity by“s 0、Ⅳn criterion

but reveals“aIld deconstmcts it行Dm its foundation．The prevalent tlleories肌d w订tings of

feminism，post-colollialism柚d Ecologism respectiVely deconstnlct me unitary也ought of

male centralism，wIlite supremacism锄d锄t11ropocentrism，aIld all show tIle pos廿nodem

tendencies on t：he whole．The common ground of them is tllat也ey all a(1Voca把decom旧uction，

锄d the leading argument of tllem is just t0 deconstruct unitary aJld nomatiVe conceptions and

t0 tolera_te 0r reserve did’erence and t0 uphold me coexistcnCe and diVersity．

In fiction，tlle t)，pical postmodemists always adopt many aesthetic dimensions，such鼬

metafictio玛anti-genre，language games肌d me reader’s inte印retation，tendency towards

popularizatioIl，parody，collage，montage，black humor锄d lab如ntll，language su巧ect，

f-ragmented narratiVe，shiRing signifierS孤d、Vriting zero锄d so on，to deconst九Jct no肌atiVe

蛐mctures and contents of tlle traditionalliteratllre．In彳刀砌P艏馏’i胁一，the setting of the

narrative stmcture and撇ngement of the imemal plot botll show me deconstruCtiVe tendency

for the conventional fictions锄d reveal some postmodem∞sthetic tendencies，such as the

龟lgmented sense in stmcture and the employment of montage technique．

TIle other pattem in nonlinear mode of postmodem thimdng is reconstlllction．The

course of deconstmction in tlle me锄time is also t11e course of reconstruction． Barbara

Johnson argues that“deconstruction is not synonymous with destmction，ho、VeVer．It is in f．act

much closer to the original meaning of the word analysis，which etymologically means‘to

undo’—-a vinual synonym for‘t0 de．constmct’．The de-constmction of a text does not
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proceed by r觚dom doubt or aurbi仃aq subVerSion，but by me careml teasing out of w痂ng
forces of si嘶fication、ⅣimiIl the teXt itself，’(1 985：5)．111at meaIlS，reconstmction always

comes up、析廿l decons缸uction觚d even has become a part of decons仃uction iIl me process of

￡teconstruction， sillce me binary opposition between deconstruction觚d cons饥Jction is

dispelled iIl postIIlodem context’so tlley盯e genemlly discussed togetller．Ch习mg Y．aox她a

Chinese scholar on AmericaIl literature，po缸s out t11at tlle仃孤sfo咖ation on the literaD，scene

白om Modenlism to Postlnodemism“m疵f-ested itSelf in botll tllematic锄d fomlal te】nnls．

Thematically’tllere is，bet、Ⅳeen tlle伯，o phaSes of litera巧creatioIl，a difference iIl anitude

toward life．The modemists teIld to impose shaple锄d signific锄ce on life witll、Ⅳ_11ich they feel

at odds，W陆le the postnloden】丘sts accept life for what it is，chaotic and contingent觞it is，锄d

旬叮t0 mal(e sellse of it for survival”(2003：435)．Ⅵsibly'Ⅱle loss of unit)，is something t0 be

celebrated ratller tllan something to be mo啪ed in po蛐[Ilodem context，s访ce the di毹rence

被d diversity in the pluralistic world should be accepted锄d encouraged．The coexistence锄d

h锄ony of subject趴d object嬲a declaration of independence，a way of acknoWledging

othemess is also tlle inevitable demalld of t11e t岫es．Theref．ore．n抡recons仃uction isⅡ圮

inevitable course aRer decons仇lction，觚d tlle feasibilit)，of tlle recons讯lction endows people

埘tll optimistic belie￡

The centered stat吣of botll nle people aS the subject觚d tlle eXtemal enVir0啪em

around people舔tlle object is decons仃ucted in posnnodem context and a new relation蛳p is

recons臼．Ilcted aRer deconstmctioIl，、Ⅳhich h硒become a conSensus of most posⅡnodem critics．

The postIIlodem tllin“ng aSserts diVersit)，and acceptance in the plumlistic socie吼Which is

exactlyⅡle representation of reconstrIlction t0 some extent．Zh锄g Guoqing proposes tllat

‘‘postIIlodeHlism opposes not oIlly tlle discourse coIlsidering t11at maIl h舔tlle natural essence

of tlle min-or type but also tlle discourse holding mat t11e world h蕊identi以consistency，

wholeness觚d centrici够；鹕ues agaillst not only tlle llierarchical diVision bct、Ⅳeen difrerent

disciplines but also the quest f．0r a cenain first discipline”(cited in Chen Shi出m，20l 0：3_4)．

nle coexistence锄d acceptaIlce of diVers时is也e core Value of postmodem mirIl‘ing，wmch

is reVealed mlly iIl tlle t)rpical posnIlodem noVels．Ill me noVeI，W缸ren proposes tlle

inlpon锄ce of recons咖ction a舭r decons缸uctioll，such嬲coexistence觚d accep锄ce not

omy is tlle best way to avoid tlleⅡagic eIld ofloss aIld deatll but also can get a new life．

Valerie Smim(2005：3 l O)in刀lP cD胁小6砌月h，D∥Q厂舭么聊P—c册ⅣDw，proposes tIlat

‘‘the prescience of American novelists iIl tlle first half of the“Ⅳentietll centuDr”should be

noticed．and iIl

nleiJr∞arch for na玎眦iVe stratI画es mat speal【to t11e f-abric of Americ锄experience；

iIl meir eXploratio璐of nle space between fiction柚d Ilisto巧；iIl tlleir quest for a

l锄guage to address tlle power ofVisual media upon life iIl me UIlited S诅tes；锄d in
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their simultalleous gestures toward眦iVersality and p叭iculari吼mey鲫ticipate

movements and developments we haVe come to associate、)~，ith posnnodem and

contemporary cultuI．e．

彳刀历P厨馏’§朋幻as t11e pioneer of postmodem noVels in ttle U．S．A．shows me plain and

distinct characteristics of deconstruction aJld reconstruction in both nle narrative strllcture arld

intemal values，、Ⅳhich lays廿1e fIoundation for tlle development alld refo咖of typical

pos恤odenlist novels in American literature， t110ugh the postIIlodem characteristics

represented iIl么玎f地鼢馏‘每M叠玎iIoes not correSpond entirely谢th Hassall’s eIeVen

tendencies of postIIlodemist、vriting．



Chapter Two

Deconstruction and Reconstruction of NarratiVe Structure

恤All the King’s Men

DeconstrIlction of t11e so．called predetemined criteria and mle 0r any a洲№n够and

center is promoted iIl pos恤odem conte)(t，锄d pos锄odem liter舭seeks to represent让1e

decell仃ed situ蜀【tion of contemporary human，tllereby廿le sense of depmlessness，discontinui哆

aIld触鲫entation in pos锄odem novels撕ses spontalleously．As Fredric J锄eson proposes

nlat postInodenlism including pos缸Ilodem noVels should be represented猫the follo、ving

att矗butes：(1)a laCk of depm，center，0r tllematic coherence；(2)t11e deam of tlle author，me

subiect，觚d the grand narrative；(3)histo巧嬲pastiche，肠肌。出彤r阳(4)‘‘the spatiaJ logic of

simulacra，，：and(5)丘agmentation or舢dom lleterogeneit)，(J锄eson 1 991，citcd in Rodolphe

E1．Ⅺ10u“and Edward Robbins，2004：1 00)．7rhe discontinuous觚d触gmented nclllless ls

uSually觚d obviously represented in later啪ical posnIlodemist fictions． Robert PeIlIl

W打ren，s彳Ⅳ历P彤豫·§朋拥嬲me pioneer of t11e postlnodem noVels iIlitially adopts broken

tiIne and fhgIIlented space to describe nle触gmented锄d Ilillil矾c situation of AmericaIl

people around Great Depression on t11e one haIld；on tlle otller hand it potentially brings about

montage tecmque Which decons呲ts恤linear删Tative patt锄of traditional fictioIlS．Ill

the meantime，t11e employment of double一仃ack mIn．atiVes iIl tIle noVel recoIls仇lctS tIle

decen仃ed and noIllinear life into a perfect story 6n t_he b舔is of t、Ⅳo protagoms_ts，which opeIls

up a new groulld for later typical pos仰odernjs纽

2．1 Br．0ken Time

HuIlg撕锄MaD【ist phnosopher and literaD，critic Geo玛Luk矗cs a_ttaches lmport锄ce t0

t油e iIl恤novel，he iIlSists tllat‘‘tiIIle becomes龇carTier of t11e sublime epic poe酊ot tlle

novel，，(1974：123．124)，and tinle‘‘c锄become constitutiVe ollly Wllen t11e bond、Ⅳlm the

訇吼nScerldental home h嬲been severed”(1 974：l 22)，觚d it is oIdy iIl me noVel，tllat“me砌ng

is sep锄ted矗锄l嗽觚d hence tlle essential舶m me tempoml；We mi曲t ahost Say that tlle

ent№i衄er action of tlle novelis n0廿血g but a s仃uggle against tlle power of time”(1 974：

1 22)．The n绷tion according to linear ti】咂e is me p曲cipal representanon锄d ch盯actenstlc

in the conte)(t of缸aditional粕d modem novels，iIl wtlich time is Seen sequentlaJly锄d a辩nes

of cVe鹏are觚锄ged chmnolo舀cally舶m begiming t0 middle t0锄end．But t11e n撇non
inⅡ圮light of liI圮盯time h鹬already been broken and changed imo noIlllnear nam：tlon m
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postmodem novels．

The llamLtive time is generally diVided into sto拶time锄d discourse time according to

French theorist Todorov’s definition of‘‘hiStoire”aIld“discollrs”(1966：125-151)．In order t0

expound me rclationship between story time and discourse time，Genette(1983)如nher

proposes tlle concepts of order，duration and丘．equency．In story time the order of cVents is

fixed chronically aIld time like a clock is jfixed，、Ⅳhile in discourse time me order of eVents is

selectiVe，锄d may be changed by tlle narrator'aIld discourse time c锄be nexed and s仃etched

t0 be faster or slower．Most of traditioml 110vels urll’old according to the story time．From

modemist fiction o玑也e chronicle barrier is broken gradually，and the discoursc time in也e

postmodem noVels llas totally been broken into pieces．

The time in me novel彳刀历P鼢略譬施，7 is broken into some触glllents，wllich is觚

unprecedented iruloVation in Americall literature．And it is juSt the inclination ofbroken time

mat stren舀hens tlle philosophical implication of discontinuous time in tlle f．ractured

contempo删了llisto阱The彻盯ation of mn．ator Jack Burden 0ccurs in 1 939，讪lich is

presented in the early pan of Cllapter One，‘恤at w嬲the、Ⅳay it waS me last time I saw MaLson

Ci吼nearlyⅡl】rce yearS ago，baCk in tlle summer of 1936”卅刀砌P鼢馏§^知刀，4)1．The

Appendix I(see page 56)iIl tl：lis t11esis is about t11e m旬or events iIl彳刀砌P帆i朋匆刀
∽cording t0 the order of chapters，锄d行om Appendix I，it c锄be seen e嬲ily tllat the Story

time is completely mr0、)v-Il into con如sion．And tlle discourse time of me noVel c锄be regarded

硒a circle staning丘．om l 939觚d retuming to 1 939，since tlle sto拶is m盯ator’s remiIliscence

in 1939．

‘

Usually t11ere is a伊eat discrep觚cy between tlle discourSe time，‘‘the time it组kes to

per惦e tlle discourse”and the sto巧time，‘啦le dur．ation of me pu唧ned eVents of me

m盯ative”(Chatman，1 980：62)．But the deconstmctiVe tendency of彳盯砌P舰§^和，，is
represented by not only tlle mlgmented discourse time but also me sto巧time which is

s衄i曲tened out a11d shows t11e discontinui够The chronicle time of the story c锄be roughly

、Ⅳorked out嬲1829-1880，1918，1922，1926，1930，1933—1934，1936一1939(see also Appendix

I)．It is impossible for锄y noVel to na删e without粕y breakpoint in a玎mgemem of time，let

alone mis nearly 700一page noVel、vhich coVers more m锄one centu巧．Basically’tlle stor)，is

stretched around l 922，1 926，l 930，1 934，and 1 93 8，related to tlle GoVemor’s c锄paign of the

state eveD，four years due to one protagonist Willie’s mnning for it．And l 9 1 8 is the year

When the other protagonist Jack was、州ting his dissenation about his excursion into the past

story of C硒s Mastem and Gilben Mastem fjrom about l 829 to 1 880．Besides，tlle altemating

changes of summa叫and stretching，or ellipsis and pause are also used to cut out eVents、Vhich

1
111c quo诅tions腼m the novel盯e all饷m the s啪e vcrsion．viz．warren．Roben Penn．彳，，肪P Kf增量胁月fM】．Penguin

B00ks．2007．So the foIloWing quo诅tions Will not repcat the n姗e ofthe noVel帅d onIy write thc page Of thc quotations in

the pa他nthe∞s．For cx啪pIe．this quotalion(■，，曲P Kf馏j^钯几4)wiIl be wrincn briefly觚(4)．
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are uIlimponant for me sto巧even iIl relatiVely coherent aIld compact time s10t 1 936一l 939

(see the col呦of time白om Chapter FiVe to Ch印ter Ten in Appendix I)．

The concepts of锄alepsis锄d prolepsis iIl也e na删ology印proximate nle naLshback and

nash．forward iIl仃aditioml丘lm criticism．Bo血印pear iIl硫eIlsely experimemal fictioIlS 0r

tlle postnlodemist novels iIl order to reVeal tlleir breaking tlle b删er of cl硒sical m盯atolog)r

iIl t11e I姗ative time(Shen Dall，201O：11 8)．爿刀舭鼢馏§^把疗is a dislocated combination of

缸e and space，柚d也e use of dislocated time especially锄aIepsis谢tllin觚al印sis iIlcre嬲es

the锄oullt of i川’omation of psychological time锄d renects profouIld psychological leVels

aIld deptll．

The帅ical dislocated time is iIl Chapter Four of彳刀，加尉馏童朋锄．n haLs been

mentioned tllat the time of narration is in 1 939．And inⅡ：Ie begi皿ing of the Chaplter Four，tlle

mln．at甜is recalling llis task iIl 1 936：“11llat night when t11e boss aIld I called on Judge Irwill iIl

Ⅱ1e middle of me Ilight锄dⅥ，hen，b唧【ling tlle road back to Mason C时in the dark”(235)，锄d

“n waS to be my secorld excursion into廿le p硒t，more iIlteresting and seIlsatiomlⅡ啪nle firSt，

觚d much more success如1．Ill fact，this second eXcursion into nle p邪t、ⅣaS to be pc彘ctly

success伽．But tlle first one had not been suCcessful”(236)．And it’s 11is second excursion tllat

reminded蛐n of llis uIlsuccess如1 first excllrsion in dbout 1 9 1 8，since“Jack Burden、v硒

伊aduale student，working for Ms Ph．D．in Americ锄History，in me State UniVersit)，of llis

Ilative state”(236)．And then n唧tor Jack Burden who w硒locatI甜in 1 939 beg锄to narrate

stories of俺，o protagonists iIl 11is dissertation wllich happened in about l 829 t0 1 880 iIl

Chapter Fo砒

From tlle above detajled expl姐ation，it is seen tllat tlle employment of觚alepsis in

Ch印ter Four looks l呔e tlle aCtion of peeling me oIlion or a set of RuSsian matryoshka doll．If

tlle outer layer is peeled o或a110t11er similar om印pears iIlside．The sequence f．rom extemal

surf．ace to me core in爿刀咖P鼢馏童朋匆刀如ccessiVely is：1939，1936，a_bout 1918，a．bout 1829

to 1 880．11le time is j啪ping锄d discontiIluoIls，but“steps baCkward g刚ually until me

sense of llistory is totally decon姗ted．
Gene仳coIlSiders that“prolepsis is rarely seen in Westem claSsical noVels”(1 983：67)，

but it appears f-requently in彳刀r加J0馏j肘匆刀wIlich shows廿le eVident decons仇lctiVe

tendency嬲the pioneer of postlIlodem noVels．The entire sto巧is llis remiIliscence，so Jack舔

omIliscient m盯ator e嬲ily reveals something before it h印peIls．For iIlStance，“The little g锄e
me Boss、vaS pla灿g waS not 0Ver’，(534)筋a prolepsis predicts me inescapabil时of Willie，S

nagedy．Like、“鸵Tbm’s cr私h iIl Ch印ter Six predictS llis injuDr iIl Chapter Nine锄d deam

toⅥ，a【I．ds tlle end of tIle novel．

IIl彳，，，加咖量朋匆刀，past’presem卸d如ture are mixed up in me m嘞tiVe，and tlle

line撕ty of tilne is触lly broken mto some tiIIle slots、Ⅳ_Ilich coVer more th锄one h岫dred

years．Not oIlly tlle discourse time bm also tIle stoD，time reVea】s tlle触ctured se璐e of llistoD，
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and discontinuous philosophical View of time．And the employment of nallratiVe techniques of

aIlalepsis a11d prolepsis stren舒hens the broken肌d disco曲ected sense tow删time肌d

history．Therefore，t11e lineaur time is deconstructed totally in彳刀肪P船馏i朋0刀int0 me

触gments，which reveals the visible postmodem tendency．

2．2 Fragmented Space

‘。Novel’’is defined in Brit锄ica Concise Encyclopedia硒“fictioml prose nallratiVe of

considerable lengm and some complexit)，tllat deals imaginatiVely with human experience

tlu-ough a comected sequence of eVents iIⅣolVing a舒oup of perso璐in a specific setting”．

ObViously，one indispensable element of noVel is也e setting which h弱tu蛐Ied out to be

“space”in na玎．atology．The ItaliaJl literaD，scholar Franco Moretti points out t11e sigIlificaIlce

of space in a noVel，“placing a literary phenomenon in its spccific space—-mapping i“s not

the conclusion of geo伊apmcal work；it’s t11e 6昭f朋f馏．A舭r which begiIls iIl f．act the most

challenging part ofthe whole ente印rise：one looks at t11e m印，册d砌f珂b”(1999：7)，and then

“you look at mese panems，锄d仃y to u11derStand how it is that all t11is giVes rise t0 a stoⅨa

plot”(1 999：8)．Under毗mding space iIl tlle noVelis subst锄tial锄d use如l for sh印ing锄d

e埘c11ing tlle narratiVe stllJcture of the noVel．

1t is British scholar Joseph Fr{u1敝(1 945：433-456)who first proposes the conception of

“spatial f．om”in novels，Vmich gains attraction锄ong the scholars of academic circles．Time

is uIliversally regarded as me fourtll dimension beyond tlle tllree-dimensional space，so time

锄d space are eVen inSeparable iIl the underStanding of novel for most of也e time．Russi觚

theorist Bal(11tin has noticed that the combined inte甲retation oftime锄d space is help如l for

uIlderS切nding the novel，“In tlle literary anistic cllronotope，spatial肌d temporalindicators

are fhsed int0 one caremlly tllought—out，concrete whole．Time，硒it were，thickens，takes on

nesh，becomes anistically Visible；likewise，space becomes cha唱ed锄d responsiVe t0 the

movements of time，plot卸d llistory．This intersection of axes and fhsion of indicatorS

characterizes t11e anistic chronotope”(2004：84)．

On∞coullt of tlle insep撒bility of time and space，nle f．ragmented space h邪distinctly

become锄otller extemal representation of postIIlodem tendency in彳刀历P舰童肘钿wim
me pe响m锄ce ofbroken time．nle American narratologist ChatIIl锄(1 978)first proposes

the conceptions of story space and discourse space according to tlle conceptions of st0拶time

锄d discourse time．The dem盯cation of story space aIld discourse space makes it clear that the

latitude of sto叫is tempoml，but the existence in sto拶space_—characters觚d enViro朐en卜-is

spatial．In other words，“stoD，space”means the plaCe or setting、Vhere stoD，comes up，and

“discourse space”means the place or enViro姗ent where namltion takes place．The stoU

space and discourse space shape t、^，o time-spaces without historical and geographical

2l
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junctions．彳刀腑P骼馏§施刀is a reminiscent noVel，so the namltor Jack Burden is totally

dif蕾erent矗-om tlle cha]ra【cter Jack Burden in the novel．And nle remilliscem nanlI．e oftlle novel

also detemines tlle complexit)，of story spaCe如d the relatiVe monotonousness of discourse

space·

IIl彳刀砌P殿馏叠朋锄，tlle st0巧space to a certaill extellt becomes much more f-ragmented

nl锄tlle sto巧time o、析ng to也e double—track narratives about铆o protagoIlists．(See also

Appendix I)on tlle one hand tlle story space晰U cllange into a new one谢t11 tlle ch锄ge of

story time；on tlle otller kmd the印pear锄ce of tlle阳，o protagoIlists in relays also chaIlges n忙

stoD，space．Also tlle stoDr space is mobile、Ⅳitll me passing of time锄d moVing of characters，

since Willie aIld Jack go out of city in that big black Cadillac for most of tlle time．1址e

Chapter om for ex锄ple，恤scene ofⅡle veD，begi疵ng set on me way t0 Willie’s

hometo、Ⅳn in Mason Ci够for Willie and his men iIl 1 936．But quite soon，廿ley stopped off at a

square and Willie delivered雏e毹ctive iIllproVisational speech as GoVemor of t11e state．nlen

tlley headed for Boss Willie’s old house at Sta出fam，where Willie posed for press photos

晰m址s famer a11d llis whole f．amily t0 show llis happy ma而age，filial pie够锄d nostalgia．

Then tlley staned ofr in the Cadillac heading for Burden’s Landing，and in t11e car Willie told

JaCk tllat tlleir pu印ose w硒t0 search for也e dirty past of Judge Ir惭n．The sto巧space

becomes more polytropical弛d n．equent晰tll协e mobil时and conVenience of modem VeKcle

CadillaC．Me锄Wmle，the stoD，space also proVides a ViVid objectiVe space f而m regioml

enVirolllllent to social culnlml context．For illstaIlce，ill Chapter Eight，while driVingbaCk in

early Jmle in 1 937，Jack picked up a t丽sted—faced refugee out of Dust Bowl，which attached

nle noVelto tlle sense of realit)，in也e context of mstory．

Besides，t11e pol”ropic sto巧space represented by narrator or chamcter’s point of View

can be botll real space iIl也e geograpmc seIlSe觚d t11e imaginaDr space in tlle psychological

sense．M趾’s i皿er world is Ilot res仃icted by也e time粕d tlle space of t11e reali够It h嬲tlle

interior time锄d space w11ich allo、vS imaginatio嬲0r relniIliscences or eVen hallucinations to

moVe批ut缸ely锄d bo岫dlessly．The space represented in彳肌加蔚馏童胁刀moStly is me

impression iIl nle n姗tor’s eye or mind，so iIl tIle rloVelthe stoD，space WIlich is如ll of rich

si91lificance mther t}lan geographic sense becomes more complicated锄d触gmented．Also
take Chapter One for in贴mce(see 2Llso Appendix D，all tlle eVents llappened iIl 1 936 except

for Jack’s remilliscence of 11is觚t meeting嘶m Willie Stark in tlle back room of Slade’s poll

llall in 1922，w}lich waLs a t)，pical inlagina巧space iIl tlle mind of Jack Burden of 1936．The

re弱on for JaCk recaJliIlg llis first meetiIlg witll Boss Willie is Boss Willie’s entire di低rence

五rom“CouSiIl Willie自om me co眦ltry，五rom up at M私on City’谢th his Chris衄觞tie”(28)in

l 922．That is，Ⅱle Story sp剐ce aJways becomes tlle e)滟HmIized perf．o册ance of ch龇佻ter’s

mind t0 a Ve巧great exteI止and tlle e)【lIeI删condition h嬲become‘蚀e o巧ectiVe corrclatiVe”

oftlle character’s mind(Shen Dan，20lO：137)．
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The Story space shuttles back and fIofth not only in Chapter One but also in other

chapters．Chapter One is only an ex锄ple t0 illustrate the舳肿ented state of story space·ln

addition t0 covering more than a huIldred years，story time of Chapter Four also coVered large

space from the banlefield in Civil War to“slanemly印砥ment锄ong tlle ull啪shed dlshes m

the sink and on the table，也e odor of stale tobaCco smoke，tlle dirty shins and岫der、Vear piled

iIl comers(237)’’at the State Universit)，in about 1918．The diversit)r of characterS and the

spall of stor)，time，together w础a la唱e imaginary space caused by reminiscent nan鹏。士the

novel，觚d the mobil时姗d conVenience of modem vellicle malce tlle fragmented aIld shu钍led

space possible in彳刀历P鼢馏§肘拥．TherelJpon，tlle deconstnlction of botll tlle time a11d tlle

space in tlle novelintensifies thepostmodem tendency of the noVel．

2．3 Montage Technique

The reminiscent nature of彳盯砌P尉门g童朋台，?makes stereoscopic n删ion possible at a

cenain point iIl time，which always c伽es nue by the Montage tecllllique iIl postmod咖

novels．Montage originates筋m a French architectI砌te姗觚d gradually tullls up in the

literature and film editing．Mornage becomes ex仃emely popul2ur in postrIlodem litera_ture since

it·tlinks up me pictures锄d scenes tllat do not relate t0 each other in me contents锄d foms

觚d on the di岱orent levels 0f time and space or re-舢ges a11d reorg锄izes tlle contents and

sentences of di俄rent genres aIld di脓rent fIean鹏s of style， adopts such mea∞ 勰

fore-nallration， nashback， insertion， reiteration， close—up， me con臼缄bet、veen still and

moving scenes，ctc．to strengthen me stimulation of reader’s sense 0rgans and aCquire s仃ong

anistic e毹ct'’(Chen ShidaIl，201 O：11 1)．ne pu叩ose of employing montage tec哦que is t0

represem t11e discontinuous and丘agmemed hum强feeling towards real时iIl the socie够．

Generally speaking，montage tcchnique caIl be subdiVided irI_to丘mctionS of m盯ation and

expression，so mon_tage naturalIy falls into Mo groups：na玎a【tiVe montage粕d expresslVe

monlage．

Jack，s part in Chapter Five and Willie’s part iIl Chapter Six(see also Appendix I)f-onn a

paralleled montage which belongs t0 one kind of眦咖iVe montage．Tlle sto叫time of Jack’s

sto珂in Chapter Five is舶m August 1936 t0 March 1937．111e courSe of Jack Burden’s

second excurSion into past t0 investigate the bribe巧of Judge Ir而n occupies almost me entire

Ch印ter Five，from visiting Ellis Burden in a ding)，印anment to asking Ad锄and A蚰e at

tlleir fIather’s must)，old mansion till solving the problem wim tlle help of Miss Lily M∞

Littlepaugh at her house on the edge of the slums in Memphis．W订lie’s stoD，f．rom August

1936 t0 March 1937 is set in the fonller pan of Chapter Six．1n the Ve巧beginning of the

Chapter Six，Jack makes it clear that the moment is“late March in 1 937 when l went to see

Miss Littlepaugh in me foul，sox．smelling lair in Memphis，aIld c锄e to the end of my
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researches．I had been on t11e job almost seven montlls．But otller t11ings had happened during

Ⅱlat period besides my researches”(343)．T胁is，tw0咖ry lines．一Willie：llis son Tm

encouIltered c盯aCcident，锄d he committed to hospital project，and he ordered Jack t0

persuade Adam t0 hold post of dnctor oftlle hospital；Jack：llis second excursion into paSt to

inVestigate the bribery of Judge Ir谢I卜—moVe i11妇1e s锄e time(6-om August l 936 t0 March

l 937)，but iIl tlle Mo sto巧lines，di饪Ierent spaces WIlich are narrated respectiVely integrate

into one complete锄d pemct s仃uc眦．
Expressive mom唱e techIlique is also aVailable in彳Ⅳ腑P鼢愕叠^钯刀．ExpressiVe

momage usually combines all tlle scenes directly锄d forces nle readers t0 understaIld iIl t11eir

own way t11e intemalimplications ca玎ied by nle abstr．act codes．In Chapter FiVe，Jack Visited

11is f．ather Ellis Burden for investigating Judge Ir、nn’s bribeD，but 90t notlling at all，since

Ellis had decided to giVe up llis ident时of the Scholarly A怕mey觚d the world of t11e past

alld be upon tl：忙Lord’s business by helping tlle poor．IIl addition，W撕．en uses tl鹏e unrelated

sets of scene of“W1lich was：(305-306)”in廿le noVel to impaCt on ttle reader’s renection

about the complicated and realistic life啪ulld Jack Burden．PostmoderIlists insist tllat t11e

、Ⅳorld is fo肌ed、析也ttlese kinds of仔agmems but廿1e sum of触gments can not fo册a whole．

All the厅agments do not gamer together round a center t0 make up a metllodic uIli够“Each of

Ⅱlese fhgments is relatively independent．The reader jumps谢ttl tllem now to t11e present，

now back to the p嬲t．The sense of a_bsurdit)r caused by mis discontinuit)，of t11e interruption

type giVes people a revelation that t11e world is originally fomed like tIlis”(Chen Sllid肌，

20 1 O：1l2)．And tlle purpose of the tllird seemingly caSual“Ⅵmich w硒”focusing on Tbm’s

footbaU g锄e is Warren’s designed prolepsis for 1’om’s cr弱ll，eVen tlle臼限gic end，ratller tll吼

a nomiml decoration．And aJlotller t、vo sets of‘‘Which w弱：(3 1 9-320)”in the novel are agaill

哪ed to represent tlle f}actured realistic life of h啪觚being by Jack Bur．den’s life experience．

The montage tecmque is employed in almost tlle emire text of tlle noVel，觚d it pulS

simultaIlei咄nle decons仇lctive tendency of pos仃110derllism， iIlt0 pmctice． And tlle

remimscent nature of nle IloVel predetemlines the necessaD，employment of psychological

montage．MoreoVer’me employment of montage tecllIlique also imensifies tlle seIlse of

broken tillle如d胁gmented space．As a whole，nle瑾玳钒iVe stmcture of彳刀，，搪J帆分朋匆刀
ab觚doIls tlle ullitary 0r dualistic仃aditiom tlle aim of wllich“is not to create conmsion but t0

haVe tlle noVel more faith如lly mirror t11e clⅡTent state of reality”(Steiner，1 999：449)．The life

on me whole is cubic龃d tlle events happelling to nle h岫all beings are all t11ree·dime璐io髓1．

There are岫tunerable events occ删ng simIlltaIleously，tllat is，me仇le feature of life is its

diVersi哆iIl tlle sinlultaIleolls r“her也觚diachroIlic time，wllich is ex觚tlyⅡle aSsertion锄d

representation of the pos切10dem novels．

In brie￡me broken time，tlle劬gmented space觚d nle emplo”nent of montage

tecllIlique陀presentⅡle deco璐mJction of m哪tive stll比ture in彳，，，Jl，P J口馏量朋匆刀．IIl tlle
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noVel tlle linear time行om the begiIuling of the story to its end which characterizes me

仃aditional noVel dis印pears，锄d t11e setting of the story changes witll t11e jumping of the story

time continuously，锄d the montage technique additionally represents th9触gmented but

rcalistic sense of h啪an life t11en．Just弱Hassan insists，

postlnodemist only discomlects；仔agments are all he pretends to tmSt．His ultimate

opprobrium is‘totalization’一any synthesis whatever，social epistemic，eVen poetic．

Hence his preference for montage，collage，t11e foulld or cut—up literary object，for

p删actic oVer hypotactic f-oms，metonymy oVer metaphor，schizopllrenia oVer

p删loia．Hence，too，ms recourse to paradox，paralogy，parabasis，paracriticism，t11e

opelllless ofbrokeruless，埘ustified margins⋯The age dem狮ds di仃erences，sh确ng

signifiers，锄d even atoms dissolve into elusive subparticles，a mere matllematical

whisper(HassaIl，1987：168．169)．

HoweVer'Wrarren’s pu印ose is to recons仇Jct tlle deconstmcted丘agmems instead of

deconstnlcting all tlle tllings in tlle noVel吼d then leave ttlem in the lurch，so llis me廿lod is to

entitle t、Ⅳo protagoIlists to con仃ol all tlle mlgmented tllings，mmely，t11e deconstructed

fIragments is reconstnJcted into a complete story iIl tlle r删me of double．nIack narratives．

2．4 Double．track Narratives

The employment of double—track narratives in itself shows tlle deconstmctive a11d

reconstructiVe tendencies of postmodem noVels．The novel subverts tlle absolute and unitary

stau七us of昀ditional protagoIlist趾d represents tvvo setS of stories about two protagoIlists(see

also Appendix I)，and meanwhile，all the deconstmcted行agments盯e covered respectively by

tlle two protagonistS．Willie S伽-k is啪doubtedly one protagomst of4刀f加鼢增量^匏刀which

maimy focuses on tlle ups锄d do、Vns of Willie Stark’s political career，yet the na盯ator of

Willie Stark’s stoⅨJack Burden，appears as the otller undisputed protagonist of me novel in

tenns of whether narratiVe len班h or content．It is obViously seen hDm the diagram about

eVems in彳，，珐P№奢JjI钯刀in Appendix I that each ch印ter is divided into t、V0 sections

according to me eVents of t、Vo main characters Willie Stark aIld Jack Burden．

In the noVel，me plots of double·仃ack stories-the story of Willie St蜀咄锄d the sto叫of

tlle na盯ator Jack Burden—Ikeep pace，and bom eVen share almost the equal len酉h of the

chapterS．There盯e ten chapters in彳刀，』l，P J口珂g§Ma”．Most of tlle plot is unfolded啪und
Willie Stark in Chapter One，n旧，Six锄d till Willie’s death in Chapter Nine．By all means，

the figure of Jack Burden嬲a witness 2uld namltor of Willie Stal．k’s sto叫absolutely锄d

necessarily印pears in the aboVe-mentioned four chapters．As a matter of course，the mnction
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of JaCk Burden i11 the four chapters is majIlly conf．med to obserVing statements觚d actioIls of

Boss Willie St破趾d to recalling Boss’s rise to power锄d fall舶m power．

SiInultalleouSly’W办ren also reseⅣes much Space for Jack Burden to册mLte his own

tales iIl Ch印ter FoU Five，Seven and Ten．But JaCk’s second excursion iIlt0 paSt t0

iIlvestigate tlle bribe巧of Judge Er丽n i11 Chapter FiVe觚d llis neeiIlg wes铆ard iIl Ch印ter

Seven are closely related to Willie，eitller at the behest of Km or being Stillred up directly by

11is afjFair嘶n1 Jack’s firSt loVe Anne，tllou曲the figu嘴of Willie Stark is mentioned a little or

not at all ill tlle t、Ⅳo chapters．Chapter Four inserts a seemingly un咒lated story’but it playsⅡ1e

decisive role for iIlitiation of Jack Burden’s later tlloughtS aIld actio璐，since it is JaCk

Burden’s first excursion int0 tlle enchan缸11entS of me p硒t．IIl tlle text of彳刀砌P Kf，曙童讹刀，
Wamn，under恤guise of character Jack Burden，haS claimed that me first excursion h雒

no“ng directly to do“witll tlle story of Willie Stal．k，but it h弱a great deal to do埘m t11e

st0巧ofJack Burdell，姐d血e story of Willie Stark锄d tlle sto巧of Jack Burden眦，in one

sense，one stoD，”(236)．ObViously，it is o堍inally indicated tllat Willie Stark and JaCk BⅧ．den

bom are protagoIlists of the noVel and tlleir stories bom serve me s锄e t量leme jointly．Besides，

tlle novel does Ilot stop atInlptly at tlle point of Willie Stark’s being shot to death by A妇n

Stanton in Chamer Nine，but deVotes the entire Chapter 1'en to representing JaCk Burden’s

bidding f缸ewell to llis p硒t including me bygone，tlle persom botll dece硒ed锄Id aliVe aRer he

ultimately grows up so嬲to accept the complic舢ed realit)，of life aIld socie够

As for Ch印ter Three锄d Chamer Eight，tlle two protagoIlists 0Ccupy nearly the s锄e

lengtll in each chapter’and me Mo chapters c锄be regarded aS tIle importallt tu】喊ng poi鹏
for the t、)~ro maill characters，oIlly difrerent iIl maner of tlleir rising in Ch印ter Tlu．ee锄d

falling iIl Ch印ter Eight for arr锄gement of plot．IIl Chapter 1rtu℃e，Willie、VaS gradually

sinking int0 t11e mire of complex politics，褫d tlle iIIlpeacllInent s仃en舀hened ms kno谢ng锄d

∞ting towams politics rather tll锄made llim slow down or eVen gaVe up tIle iIltrigues iIl

political career．But it is just llis illsisting iIl the political砌gues tllat auccelerates ule coming

up of llis n鹆edy．Jack’s going home at Burden’s L孤ding iIl thjs chapter is me staning point

of 11is iIlitiation．0n nle cont唧吼Chapter Eight marks t11e falling of the t、Ⅳo protagonistS．

Willie a_ttempted to threaten back by tlle sordid bribe巧of MacMurfee’s supponer Judge Ir晰n

aRer receiviIlg MacMurf-ee’s tllreatening，wmch irollically tllrew mmself too deep to get

llimself out．nuS，恤枷val of llis doomsday is foreshadowed．For Jack，Chapter Ei咖is a

falling part弱、Ⅳell，in w11ich he llimself f10rced llis biological fatller Judge Im劬t0 commit

suicide，but iroIlically inherited the estate tllat Judge lr、Ⅳin had taken邪tlle bribe．IIl Chapter

Eig址me t、)~，o protagoIlists b0也fall i11to tlle bonom ofa Valley．Chapter 111觥锄d Chapter

Eight both devote almost廿le equal lengtll to tlle t、Ⅳo protagollists如d make tlle似o gaill

iIlitiation to Some extent’柚d also are tlle necessaDr mnges iIl me deVelopment oftlle plot-

Among tlle ten ch印te塔，four chapterS(Chapter o玳，TWo，Six锄d NiIle)are deVoted t0
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the stor)，of tlle character Willie Stal．k，觚d anotller four ch印ters(Chapter Fou Five，Seven

and Tbn)t0 tlle sto巧of t11e narrator Jack Burden．Eitller Chapter 1hree or Chapter Eight is

diVided equally for the two protagonists．The novel彳刀珐P KZ刀g童^知刀changes t11e n．aditional

unitaq story line into the polyhedral or cubic narratives，aIld tlle fragmented nallratives are all

coVered by t、Ⅳ0 main characters．Ybt it is ttle cubic narratives that are needed a11d readv on the

stage to represent tlle realistic life of people in modem society，which eXactly shows tlle

黟eatness of彳刀砌P厨馏i M妇as the pioneer of postlllodem n0Vels，since it deconstn丑cts the

corⅣentional naurratiVes f．rom tlle begi皿ing to the end centering one absolute hero，锄d what

ls more，lt represents觚d reproduces the sense of realit)，and diversity in modem life．

In addition，me double一仃ack nan_ative does not show锄y abmptIless or f．a疵tchedness，
“Wa仃en’s concem is to summon up觚authentic political back舯und and chaJt Stark，s courSe

against this baCkgrouIl山保：ring these not simply嬲ends in themselves but觞proViding

Jack Burden wim food for tllought iIl eval嘣ing life锄d endeavoring to find a workable

枷losophy(Milne，1966：1 53)”．The p10t is u疵lded nan腿lly锄d smootIlly啪啪d the two

protagollists．The paralleled double一饿lck m盯atives，tlle sto巧of Willie Stark aIld the sto珂of

n彻rator Jack BurdeIl，deconstruct跚tlloritarian position of one mahl character in me

conVentioml noVels，tllereby tlle昀ditioIlal encircled．center plot haS been sdbVened锄d

changed imo me polycentric narratives．Wh砒’s more，ttle double．track narratives extemlinates

the f．ragmented and nihilistic sense caused by broken time，觚gmented space觚d montage

tecluliq眦锄d reconstmcts me perfect story如ll of sense of、Ⅳholeness．111 fact，t11e

double-仃ack m盯atives c锄be regarded嬲not only tlle recons仃uction aRer deconstruction but

eVen tlle fhnher deconstruction of mlgmented肌d nihilistic sense，since me丘agmented sense

stemming舶m tlle broken time，触glllented space卸d employment of momge tecllIlique

becomes more intense witll tlle employment of double．track narratives．Therefore，tlle陀髂on

of彳刀砌P鼢’馏叠讹刀私tlle firSt novel representing postmodem condition in America

literature panly lies in its deconstmctive觚d reconstructive tendencies of nallrative stmcture．

which should deservedly be owed to、7讥an．en’s insight to life and his design of the chapters and

its details．
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Chapter Three

Deconstruction and Reconstruction of Internal VaIues

试All the Ki耗g’s Men

J he姗tlVe s仇lctures are to t11e n0Vels what the clotlles are to h啪aIl beings，nle

clothes are nccessities for h啪a11s bm tlley are still insu硒cient to il】ustrate tlle deep aI]ld

iIl'trinsic mlnlre of people．hl a like m锄er，廿1e profound signific锄ce of a Ilovel rests more

谢tll the intemal Values tlla|l tlle pe—’onll觚ce of narrative stmctl玳．Just as E．M．Forster

proposes mat“Daily life is also fhll of the time．sense”，aIld‘铀ere seems sometlling else in

life besides time，somethjng wtlich may conveIliently he called‘value，，some“ng wllich is

me弱ured not minutes or hours，but by intensity．．．so daily life，whatever it may be really’is

pmctically composed of t、Ⅳo liVe卜曲e life in tiIIle锄d life by valueS．咱nd our conduct

reVeals a double allegiaIlce”(1 974：42)．Therefore，much more comprehensive alld profound

如derS胁ding of a noVel should be concentmted on me胁her inte印retation of intemal

values．

彳盯胁P鼢馏≥胁刀勰tlle pioneer of postlllodem novels iIl Ame—call literan鹏

considerably lies iIl itS decons缸1Jcting tlle bina巧opposition values锄d reconsnlJcting tlle

h鲫【nomouS Values．A binary opposition in critical meory is a pair of te姗s or conceptioIlS

Which are tlleoretical opposites，such硒good／evil，up／down，male／female，white／black，etc．IIl

westem metaphyslcs and most westem people’s mirld，me one on tlle leR of the sl舔h is

VaJued oVer or prior t0 tlle one on the right．AIld it had innuenced me tllought of westem

people unconsciouSly眦il tlle StlllcturaJism印peared ill t11e second half of 20tll centllrv．

Wa仃en initially employs me ge盯e of fiction t0 w锄me inevitabiI时of舰gedy for h岫觚
life aIld socie哆if the ex咖e bi珊Ⅱy 9pposition values are continuing to regulate people，s

tIlought．In么刀加骼馏童M％me occurfence of a senes of倾gedies witll loss趴d de抽
刖eals nle iIleVi讪le co璐equence of persisting in me binary opposition valu嚣bet、^，een

su场ect and object，bet、Ⅳeen subjectS，aIld、vithin subject，勰a result，tlle necessi“of

decoIlsmJcting tI圮binaD，opposition Values eme唱es naturally．Funhemore，廿le rebirth of tlle

撕o protagomsts towardsⅡle denouement of tlle noVel t0 a large extem gives hope for

American people’s reconsmlction iIl spirituaJ predic锄em．

3·l Deconstruction of Binary opposition be锕een Subject and object

The su场ect帕场ect problem is a long—standing pllilosop量lical issue．nle p血na】meaIIing of
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tlle two firstly印pears as me concepts in philosophy．The subject is regarded嬲a being that

has subjectiVe experiences，subjectiVe consciousness or a relationship witll锄other enti哆

which is called锄object．Usually a subject is锄observer arld锄object is a tlling observed，

锄d in廿le noVel a subject is t11e character觚d an object is t：he enVir0姗ent aLround the

character．The bin捌了opposition bet、)~，een character锄d his erⅣironment is tlle common

phenomenon in tlle缸aditional or tlle modem noVels，aIld oRen the ending of tlle connict is

either character’s absolute tri啪ph or his complete surrender t0 11is object．But in彳盯砌e

鼢馏§胁珂，the binary opposition is decons帆lcted and a new relationship is reconstllJcted．

The binaD，oppositions iIl the novel between the characters锄d廿le eIⅣironment aroulld

them—one side is ch2Lracter’s ideal and love锄d the other side is social real时and law—give
rise t0 tlle ineVi伍ble仃．agedies for tlle t、Vo sides，、Ⅳhich exactly shows tlle necessit)，of

deconst九Jction of subject锄d object锄d the possibili够of recons仇Jction bet、Ⅳeen the t、Ⅳo．

3．1l Ideal and ReaU时

Each indiVidual is con行onted、^，itll t11e connicts between ms ideal锄d the social reali锣

all tlle time，since social reality c觚not satis母t11e ideal of each individual，or rather'

illdividual needs for most of time override tlle boun蜥es of social sitIJation．V矿arren indicates

也e necess时of deconsnllcting indiVidualideal and social real时in彳刀池蔚馏量^妃刀by tIle

plots of Willie Stark and Jack Burden．Both are仃apped in tlle bina叫opposition be似een

respectiVe ideal and real咄Willie Who sinks into the sh唧conflict loses llis life锄d Jack

、)lrho z吡emptS to deconstllJct me binary opposition does not lose life and gets a chance of

reconstrllcting ms life．

For Willie Stark，it is恤gradual deepe山g of connicts be似een 11is ideal觚d social

reali够nlat pushes llim t0 tlle tllreshold of dea_t11 in three steps．111 me beginning，he met wim

tlle first low ebb硒a result of the binary opposition of ideal and reali够iIl llis life when he

held the post of M邪on Co岫t)，’I’reasurer before he stepped in协real politics．Just嬲llis wife

Lucy expressed，“Willie doesn’t、瑚t to be Treasurer either，if he has t0 associate wi血t110se

dishonest people”(89)．ObViously；Willie’s ideal、Vas just being ajust 1’basuIIer for the people

of Mason CouIlty then．HoweVer，he had to face the real埘ofbeing excluded because Willie

waS rlo longer use如l to the Chai珊an of the Board of Count)，Commissioner、Vho w鹤nmning

the county witll another one．So the Chai咖an如d his conspirator seeked t0 uIlplug their

eyesore Willie by the ch锄ce of the building contraCt for a new sch001．Willie w弱not yet

reconciled to their u坷ust black deal，so he tried his best to cover t11e truth．For that reason，he

went out a11d buttonholed on the street and explained the facts to the people n．0m house t0

house，“standing on a street comer，sweating tIlrough his seersucker suit，with his hair do、v11 in

his eyes，holding柚old enVelope in one hand and a pencil in the other，working out figures t0

explain what he was squawking about”(90·9 1)．He tried eve巧means t0 clari矽the f．acts

behind the dirty reality．He was unwilling to accept the facts Which are contradicto巧t0 his
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ideal，aIld for llis ideal in miIld he could not but spare Ilo paills t0 cl撕匆廿le f-actS．ButⅡle

fesult w弱paradoxically tllat he“didn’t dent me constituency．The omer fellow waLs elected．J．

H．Moore built tlle schoolhollse，wIlich began to need repairS before tlle pa硫w弱dD，．Willie

螂out ofajob”(91)．Then Willie had no otller choice but to go back to P印py’s f．解n and

got ready for tIle bar ex锄ination．Willie realized tllat ms ideaJ w嬲shattered by me blaCk deal

in tlle societv觚d llis cl丽fication丘om house to house ma(1e no diffbrence to tlle election，

thoughⅡle accident of fiIIe escape’s collapse was help凡l for not 011ly clari匆ing tlle dirty fIaCtS

bet、Ⅳeen t：Ile Chai肌an雒d llis conspirator but also makiIlg W订lie a local hero．Nonetlleless，

llis good co邶cience made a b弱is f．or llis marclling on political circles potemially．

ARer mat，t11e course of Willie’s election c锄paign for GoVemor a舵stes the aggraVation

of binary opposition be似een ideal and reali够iIl llis life．Being a GoV锄or bec锄e llis iIlStaIlt

ideal埘thout any question嬲soon嬲he gets instigation舶m H枷son’s group，so he exerted

all llis ene唱ies to stump n：Ie state witll his stuny and terrible speeches如U of facts arld figures

regardless of his predictable results oIlly by llis terrible speeches．IIlIlocent Willie f．rom tlle

co硼廿．yside had not a bit of idea about me complex p01itics，锄d he really belieVed帆11is
iust behavior iIl tlle accident of fh escape’s collapse had o舵red him也e considerable f．锄e

alld mJst丘．om tlle country folks iIl tlle election of Govemor．But Willie’s innocent ideal

exactly fell in协tlle乜ap of H硎son’s ci哆-dwellers group，Whose scheme w弱to incite Willie

t0 panicipate in tlle elections of Govemor in order to split votes f．or也e other rival MacMllrfee

舶m co咖folks by W1llie’s iIlterVention嬲a puppet．Willie endeaVored for llis ideal of

becoming tlle Govemor by llis stulllping tlle、Ⅳhole蛾Lte，锄d he w嬲still kept in me dark of

Harrison’s scheme u11til one flu】：1l【y of H删son’s，Sadie BⅧ．k，revealed the仃Ilth a．bou【t t11e

scheme by a slip of me tongue．The complicated粕d imricate politics iIl realistic societ)r plays

tricks on Willie，s llice ideal agaill，Which makes Willie，S ideal su脓锄omer heavy blow．J蜮

硒what Willie said自om tlle bo怕m ofllis hean to Jack Burdell'

‘‘Not becauSe my l矾e feelings批h呱．They盯en’t h呱，l neVer felt bener iIl my l氓
beca惦e now I l【Ilow the仃utll．砌1at I ought t0 l【Ilo帅long beck．WhateVer a llick

、^砌临he’s 90t to do for llimsel￡Nobody iIl a fi眦automobile锄d sweet砌墩ing is

goiIlg to do it for llim．W11en I come back to nm for GoVemor again，I’m coming on

my o姗觚d I’m coming for blood．But I’m getting out now'’(1 40)．

nle ideal of s仃ong-丽lled Willie had not been defeated unerly，鲫d conVersely me maner

presentcd cle训y恤仃吣about politics t0 mm，So Willie骶a half却litici柚decided to pl枷
柚onler Seed for|lis ideal by cl撕黟ing tIle mnh ofllis being∞t up雒a political puppet aIld

tlmling aroⅢld to support MacMurfee’s country folks邸up“s time，卸d tllen staged a

c伽eback iIl也e next election．
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Eventually，tlle absolute binary opposition between llis Ilice ideal and complicated social

rcali钾results in his min．Willie had his dre锄fulfilled in the next election，aIld the ideal of

politician Willie w舔still aS simple as keeping his GoVemor’s o衢ce，butⅡ1e social realities he

w懿facing were becoming more and more complicated．The MacMurfce’s impeacment
becomes the breaking point for thorough deconstruction of bin习嘎y oppos“ion betvveen Willie’s

ideal锄d social reality．MacMurfee takes Willie’s state auditor Byr锄B．White邪the

penetration imo defeating Willie’s omce，、Ⅳhich makes Willie realize tllat

wllat tlley’re aRer is to break tlle adminis仃ation．They don’t care about Byr锄，
except so f打as it’s hum锄m岫∞t0 hate to thinl【somebody else is getting sometlling

when you aren’t．What they care about is mldoing what tllis admiIlistration h嬲done．

And now is tlle time to stomp’em(205)．

IIl order to keep llis ideal，Willie had completely grown imo a politician at all costs．Dealing

诵tll MacMurfee’s impeachmem，Willie gave speeches in nle daytime and eVenⅡ鹏atened

and blaCkmailed ms political enemies at mght on tlle one hand，on血e other hand he made

plans for building a massive，six-million-dollar hospital to get support f而m tlle p00r VoterS．

Finally Willie survived the attempted impeachment，but he even beg肌to dou_bt tlis ways to

llis o、Ⅳn ideal．He had been stuck in the middle of his Ilice ideal of seeking social goods for llis

people锄d complex social reali够The impeaCllIIlent mal(es Willie realize llis s骶iIl a

dilemma，but what he c锄do is nothing but going ahead rather tll锄getting away f．rom

political circles，since t11e goVemment is exactly tIle right place of mlfilling llis ideal．

nle closer Willie goes heading for t11e complicated rcal咄me觚her he is舶m llis

initial Ilice ideal．Ultimately，t11e increasingly enlarged gap betv佗en llis ideal孤d reality is

bouIld to driVe Willie to deatll．And it is me恤eatening f．rom MacM耐be’s district Marvin

Frey that maXimizes t11e g印when Willie prepares for tlle election of tlle Senate．Willie neVer

submited to MacMurfee’s也reatening and attempted to laurIch a co眦ter-back by mreateIling

MacMu疵e’s supponer Judge InVin州tll ms sordidb曲ery．111e result Was that he indirectly

caused Judge Invin’s suicide．And what、懈worsc，Willie、VaS shot t0 de砒by Ad锄who

had been manipulated as a puppet for his credulousness of tlle肌onymous call f-rom the

coVetous politici锄Tiny DufI眵In f．act，what comers Willie is the widening gap between

Willie’s ideal and the complex reality rather tll锄tlle puppet-killer Adam．111 other words，

tllere wouldbe锄other Ad锄or锄ybody else t0 kill Willie，ifAd锄St觚ton were not utilized

as the puppet to shoot Willie to deam．Willie’s life is doomed to come to an end due t0 the

sha印conflicts between his ideal and the social realit)r step by step，n锄ely'Willie dies行om

the bina叫opposition between his ideal锄d realit)，around him，which shows the necessity of

deconstmcting tlle bina巧opposition between ideal粕d reality for the aVoidance of tragedy．
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Di仃．erem f-rom abstract锄d inVisible ideal of Wlllie St2urk Jack BuI．den’s ideal h弱

concrete iIlc锄ation on Anne St觚ton．And tlle gap be骶en JaCk Bu|．den’s ideal and reali母

moVes toward closing伊adually so Jack is kept行om losing llis life．11le closing of tlle gap

bet、Ⅳeen Jack’s ideal锄d social reali钾generally has nlree phases．J缸first，iIl Jack’s mind

nlere is not砒ly omer realistic、Ⅳorld except AllIle弱tlle inc锄ation of llis ideal．At mat time，

AIⅡle w笛llis whole、Ⅳorld iuSt嬲he expressed llis adoration for虹le idealin llis mind，

All t11e bright days by tlle water州m tlle gulls naSlling high werc Amle Stanton．But I

didIl’t know it．Amd all me not bright days、析tll the eaVes“pping or the squall

埘Ving in fbm tlle sea and谢m the fiI．e on tlle he矾1 were Amle S‰n，too．But I

didn’t know tll巩eitller．Then tllere came a time when tlle Ilights were A皿e Starlton．

But I knewthat(410)．

⋯it is too bad the Greeks didn’t play tenIlis，for if they had played tenllis they、vould

haVe pmA衄e Stanton on a Greek vause(411-412)．

加me w弱Jack’s芏lice ideal like a goddess，but‘‰e mghts were Anne S伽吡on”l锄er illus劬ltes

that llis ideal deViated五∞m tlle reality．His ideaI A彻e remsed llis loVe because of his lacking

i11锄bition iIl tlle realistic life，觚d gradually t11ey were out of touch晰tll eaCh o恤r．EVen so，

A衄e、Ⅳ鹊still tlle ideal goddess in Jack’s mind，since Jack married Lois Seager、Vho was

seemingly similar t0 AIllle St觚toIl，though tlley fimlly diVorCed．

ne second ph弱e is llis ideal A衄e is协aWay舶m him and becomes Willie’s mis仃ess．

JaCk could not accept me cTllel矗lct when Sadie told him锄d eVen felt that ‘铀e l鹊t bream

of spring waus gone now锄d gone for good，tlle fine，big-bre弱ted girl popping the calico，埘m

me f-ace like peaches觚d cre锄蛐d tlle tiny，de、vy d1．op of perspiration at tlle edge of me tow

head of硒r，she、Ⅳ鹤go眦for good，tIDo”(403)．Then Jack considered也at not oIlly tlle

incamation of llis ideal知me St锄ton、Ⅳ嬲f打a、Ⅳay f而m llim foreVer，but also llis ideal

shattered iIl pe叩etuit)，，w11ich w弱relatively more serious．He even tllought to himself mat

‘Ⅶat waS tlle A衄e St锄ton Whom Willie Stark had picked o此谢lo had fimlly be的yed me，

0r mtller，had be的yed an idea of mine which had had more impon甜lce f．0r me tllan I had eVer

realized”(464)．So Jack decided t0 nee to tlle WeSt to take a close look at llimsel￡

FinaJly，JaCk in llis mind decoIlsn眦ts tlle bi彻D，opposition bet、Ⅳeen llis Ilice ideaJ锄d

tlle cmel reali妙．He began t0删izeⅡ1at tlle realistic w私imperfect锄d仃ied to∞cept t11e

existence of llis ideal A衄e’s disadV粕tages．His angel Amle ill ms eyes began to descend t0

tlle world iIlstead of being姐untouchable ideal，锄d he eVen could perceiVe“a lime cre勰es iIl

廿1e flesh of her neck just tlle tiIliest Ii谯le creases，tl舱lime mark leR day a船r day that

absolIrtely iIl】洒tesimal goss锄er cord of tlluggee WIlich tinle t11lrows砌-ouIld tlle prettiest neck

eve巧day to ga玎('te it，’(488)．Anne in Jack’s miIld w酗no longer tlle uIlbl锄ished goddess．
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He began to put his ideal AnIle in tlle realistic world and belieVed his ideal，like other mings

in this、^，odd，also has her oⅥ，Il flaws and f．aults．

nlerefore，di肫rent舶m absolute binaD，opposition Values between nice ideal觚d

intricate social reality held by Willie S伽．k，Jack recoVers llis ideal alld takes her t0 tlle

complicated realistic、)l，orld and f．ace tlle past，reali够锄d向ture of the uniVerse together-That

is exactly Warren’s real intention：it is only deconstmcting tlle bina巧opposition bet、Ⅳeen

ideal如d real时that c觚make people liVe longer and avoid the occu玎ence of仃agedy ra_mer

也锄maintaining the state of binary opposition．

3．12 LOve and Law

Apan f如m the necessit)，of deconstmcting me binaI．)r opposition bet、Ⅳeen ideal and reali吼

、Ⅳhat W缸ren w眦s to proclaim in me noVel panly is t11at me bina巧opposition of indiVidum

afrectional love arld social law also should be deconstnlcted；otIlenⅣise，Ⅱle g印be铆een loVe

锄d law will mrow people in协the a_byss of misery’even claim their liVes弱well．In彳刀珐P

鼢，喀i肋台玎，most of characters are associated、)~ritll or eVen lla．Ve learnt law觚d also are如ll of

loVe in tlleir he硪s．IIl other words，all of mem谢thout exception are conljronted、杭tll the

binary opposition between loVe锄d law；锄d tlle仃agedies iIl tems of the drastic connicts

bet、)~，een love of tlle indivi(1ual and law of tlle society befaU on nlem unless tlley c锄

deconstmct tlle binary opposition between the铆o．

111e撕o protagoniSts Willie Stark锄d Jack Burden botll盯e con舶nted winl the bin哪
opposition be似een loVe alld law．They bom had le锄t law觚d Willie Stal．k eVen had taken

up锄occupation of la、Vyer．The coIl】}lict between loVe in tlleir minds and tlle knowledge

about law in their aCtion tonlJres them constaIltly．

The healt ofGovemor Willie St破who was peas觚t by bi汕waS如ll ofloVe for 11is land

锄d 11is count拶people，锄d he also knew lucidly that he must firstly rise to the position of

GoVemor if he w锄ted to do somethjng for his people．Just as what he said aRer he knew he

had been utilized as the political puppet，“nobody eVer helped a hick but the hick himsel￡Up

there in to、^，n tlley、von’t help you．It is up to you and God，锄d God helps mose who help

t}lemselves”(1 43)．Before he was elected硒Govemor，he deVoted himself to law for passing

tlle st曩te bar ex锄ination since he w邪beaten out of llis County Treasurer．AnIer his being

defeated for the first election，Willie again ret啪ed to llis law work，made a lot of money and

、)~ron some high-profile cases，which made adequate and necess甜y preparations for his success

of the next election．However，the original View to、Ⅳard law in his mind had become out of

shape since he became the Govemor’he even said that，

‘‘I，m not a lawyer．I know some law．In fact，I know a lot of laW．And I made me

some money out of laW．But I’m not a la、)~，yer．⋯the law is like the p锄ts锄d you
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bought l弱t year for a growir培boy，but it is al、Vays“s ye盯砒ld me se锄s are

popped and tlle shalll(-bone’s toⅡle breeze．The law is always t00 shon锄d too tight

for growing hum撕kind．The best you c柚do is do someming觚d then make up

some law t0 fit趾ld by t11e time tllat law gets on廿1e books you would haVe doIle

somenling di毹rent”(204)．

Govemor Willie had clearly kllo、ⅣIl that llis loVe alone could not pull llim t11rou曲the political

b锄rier，锄d iIl order to keep Ms position he had to kill llis intrinsic View tow莉s law．But t11e

law in llis mirld had gone out of fo咖tllorougllly，姐d he eVen employed me illegal mealls t0

tllreaten and blackmail llis political enemies in order t0 conquer t量le field．So tllere was omy

one road open to Willie wh0 had suI】【l【into tlle mire of love觚d law deeply'Ⅱ1e road t0

extinction．T胁is just tlle pu印ose of W缸ren，since‘‘justice a11d law are always i11 tension

、Ⅳi也each other，a11d neither aVailable position escapes·cmslling problems，yet tlle choice of

not mal【ing a decision is also uIlaVailable．Facing tllis cnⅨis botll Willie’s gre咖ess孤d llis

仃agedy”(Bun，1 999：334)．Willie dies舶m恤birlary opposition be觚een loVe in llis he积

肌d law of me socie坝but挝s greamess印pears spont锄eously in Jack’s mind嘶m llis tmgic

ending．The gro、Ⅳn—up Jack leams劬m the reVelation of Willie’s tmgic ending t量lat tlle bina巧

opposition be似een loVe and law is boulld to be on me way to extinction．

The intens时ofbinary opposition be觚een loVe and laW tllat youllg Jack Burden faces is

no less tllan mat of Willie Stark’s，谢lile the di饿rence is that uIllike Willie’s ex仃cme panem，

Jack decons仃ucts tlle铆o sides．And similar to也e binary opposition bet、)~，een ideal觚d realit)，

Jack f-aces，tlle bin龇y opposition beMeen loVe and law on Jack is also embodied by Amle．

Jack sinks imo tlle connict of Ms love A衄e锄d tlle law t11at Amle wants him to le锄but he

Ilimself does not loVe at a11．When Jack attended State UlliVersity’A加e promised Jack t0

m缸Ty 11im if he would go on back t0 State锄d fillish up，even before he got llis law de伊ee．

But t、Ⅳenty-0ne-yeaH)ld JaCk felt puzzled a_bout ms mtl鹏on law．When Anne said law

degree，he“didIl’t really remember right o仃what she w硒talking about”，锄d eVen

“remembered in time not to express any su叩rise锄d had to be satisfied埘也tllat'’(448)．IIl

Jack’s mind t11ere w嬲011ly 11is love Amne，a11d not卸y conception about law tllat he w嬲

loaming，so he decided to confess Ilis佗a1 idea矗bout law to llis love Arule at me ri曲t moment．

Unexpectedly'AIlIle a伊eed to llis not continuing to study Iaw锄d eVen expresses tllat

mldying law w嬲Jack’s o帅idea砒er tIl锄her commission．Jack ce彻inly锄d obViouSly

perceiVed Anne’s disappo妇em at llis laCk of锄bitioIl，s0 he‘、Ⅳent back to tlle Law School

姐d by dillt of co璐istem e肋rt succeeded iIl busting out before tl圮end of the year”(454)．

Then beiI培a d】∞pout'Jack w嬲cenajn tllat Anne would be so陀觚d岫w llim oVer，so he

decided mat he shoIlld part丘．0m A皿e and went his o帅、Ⅳay separately．And in tunl he beg觚

t0 s砌y hiS．toDr觚d m删ed Lois who w弱seemiIlgly simil盯谢t11加me iIl some way．But
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they diVorCed soon，aRer all，Lois was not Jack’s love．And much more ironically，Jack quined

llis job at tlle C厅加，?，c跆锄d headed for politics which ineVit；ably had connection w油law．

Serving GOVemor Willie，Jack had to have dealings witll illegal me觚s and eVen adopted

some illegitimate me肌s to get the benefit that Boss Willie wanted．And the worst info姗ation

for Jack was tllat 11is loVe A11Ile had become Willie’s mis仃ess．The binary opposition be似een

love锄d law tonures Jack．but the tonnent accelerates the mental initiation of both Jack锄d

Arule．In tlle end，tlley could f．0唱iVe each other’s past misdeeds and accept mut唿lly by way

of ma币age．The binary opposition be似een loVe锄d law of Jack Burden，together witll Arule

St乏Inton．is deconstnlcted and the t、^，o feconstlllcts a new hannonious relation wimⅡ坨course

of deconsnmction．

nle minor ch撇cters Cass Mastem，Judge Irwin，Ellis Burden also get stuck iIl tlle

dilemma of loVe and law．(See also Appendix I)Cass Mastem leR llis log cabin in nortll

Geo玛ia t0 seek shelter舶m llis brotller Gilbert at Valhalla锄d、7~r邪given tlle charge of a

plantation，alld men went to TrallslyVaIlia College i11 Lexin毋on of Kentucky wllere he had an

a脑ir埘m AIulabelle嘶ce，but soon tlle a纳ir w嬲discovered by A11nabelle’s husb锄d

DuIlc锄Trice．who shot llimself duc t0 llis intole啪ce of the a肋ir．加mabelle sold the slaVe

Phebe since Phebe k以kno、硼tlle an’air觚d tlle tnIⅡl of Dunc锄’s deatll．CaSs realized that he

had become t11e actual killer o仆is御end DuIlc觚Trice锄d the仃0ublemaker of Phebe．so he

got into me sha印connict of love锄d laW．Finally，Cass Mastem chose to giVe up 11is 10ve

A眦abelle锄d retumed to Mississippi t0 mallage a pl删ion witll tlle help of his wealthy

brother Gilbert，锄d soon he行eed llis slaVes，since he al、Ⅳays anempted to atone for his crime

on Phebe．IIl addition，the penllrbed Cass wanted to atone for llis loVe-a肋ir by V撕。邯

me嬲ures，such硒stlldying law iIl JaCkson锄d enlisting嬲a private in the Mississippi Rines

in tlle CiVil WaL But intensified binaW opposition bet、veen love锄d law preoccupies most of

his mind，which surely brings about ms tragedy of life．111 the end，tlle bullet in a battle outside

Atl锄ta put Cass to deam aIld tlle miserable锄bivalence between loVe and law iIl 11is mind

stopped、Ⅳith Ilis deatll．

The binary opposition bet、Ⅳeen loVe and law of Judge Irwin is represented by his relation

w汕Jack Burden．Judge Ir丽n had been playing tlle father role in Jack’s life since Ellism

a、Ⅳay f．rom home，锄d he gaVe all his loVe to Jack since he Imew in all probability that Jack

、vas his own son rather than Ellis Burden’s．But it was his beloVed Jack Burden that dug out

his past crime ofbribcry which he had attempted to coVer up all his life：when working as the

Attomey General under Govemor Stanton，Judge InⅣin received淞a bribe a great deal of

stock柚d well paid position of counsel锄d Vice-president at Americ锄Electric Power

Comp锄y for lening up on a coun case against the Southem Belle Fuel Company(a

subsidia巧to the Americ锄Electric Power Company)．And his bribe巧also contributes to the

suicide of another la、^侈er Monimer L．Littlepaugh．The conflict of loVe and law is pushed t0
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tlle suInmit so that Judge IrwiIl can not yet endllr．e the pressure aIld chooses t0 commit suicide

to flee舶m恤binary op：position ofthe tw0．Wllile舭most iroIlic pan is恤t tlle collflict of

Judge’s loVe and law did not yet halt，siIlce llis entire heritage including tlle VeU estate Wtlich

he had taken瑟me b曲e waS iIlllerited by llis o、ⅣIl son Jack Burden Who w嬲none otller m锄

廿le revelator of llis fatller’s dingy bribery，so t0 some extent Jack Burden becomes a p撕cide．
nle b疵吖opposition be似een 10ve趾d law in Judge Irv咖leads to a tmgedy，锄d Judge

Irwin dies of the violent connict bet、^，een tl圮t、^r0．

By con臼粥t，廿le bina巧opposition be似een loVe锄d law iIl Jack Burden’s nominal f抽er

Ellis Burden is deconsn-ucted t0 a la唱e extent，so he is五ree fbm de础．Ellis Burd朗is al、Ⅳays

called廿le Schol砌y Attorney in the noVel．W曲吐le uI】folding of t11e plot，it is seen obViously

tllat tlle Scholarly Anomey chose to ruIl away伍脚home at Jack’s young age becauSe heⅥ懈

抓me of the锄our be似een Jack’s motller粕d Judge In析n，possibly he eVen knew tllat Jack

w髂not 11is own son．So the inconsolable Scholdy A怕mey gaVe up 11is wife锄d son and r锄

a、Ⅳ乏ly f．rom home，趾d beg锄t0 be uponⅡle Lord’s business瑚lⅡler tll锄甜ly seclll盯“ngs．

EVen Jack could not get any iⅢ．o册ation f-rom Mm、Ⅳhen he tried to investigate the bdbery of

Judge Im，in，since he“will not touch tlle world of foulness again’’(304)．Ellis Burden

弱s啪ed tIlat he would not have觚y relation谢th tlle realistic world except for being old锄d

living ill terrible conditio娜．JaCk’s initiation helps Scholarly Anomey to deconsnuct tl：屺

bina巧opposition beMeen loVe锄d law．So in the end of tlle noVel，the old alld feeble

Scholarly A们mey c锄liVe h印pily iIl me Judge’s herit{撂e for Jack，锄d also c锄go on、)~ritll

llis Lord’s buSiness by reading his Bible觚d pass away peace如lly．

otller minor cha翰cters also moI．e or less f．ace tlle connict bet、veen love觚d law iIl tlle

noVel．Hugh Miller，t11e A怕mey Gene随l llIlder GoVemor Willie Stark，wllo graduated from

Hanrard Law School，had t0 resign Volulltarily in order t0硒sure tlle safe够of llimself船d

even llis矗瑚ily．The otller character is Monimer L．Littlepaugh，who chose to giVe up llis own

life lest he would become llis sister’s bm．den in life，sirlCe llis position iIl Amencan Electric

Power Comp锄y w弱taken by grafkr Judge Ir“n．Ill additioll'he mentioned ill Ks

postllumoIls papers tllat he would not erld llis life but for getting tlle insufance for llis desti眦
sistcr．

Tb s啪up，me noVelis Iike a miIliature society．Most of people，just like也e ch龃acters

iIl tlle novel，are corm。onted、Ⅳitll t11e binaD，opposition of individualideal柚d social realit)，or

tlle individuallove锄d societal law．Ideal锄d love bom fallinto tl：Ie catego巧of subje瓯Ⅵ帕le

social realit)，and law f甜l iIlto tlle catego巧of object’∞tlle m血conflict is the binaD，

opposition be俩een tIle su巧ect觚d object’or也e iIldiVidum and socie哆111e bina叮

opposition leads people t0 loss and deatll，孤d tlle sⅢViVors fbm the仃agedies、vitIlout any

exception decon咖ct the bi瑚ry opposition be觚een the iIldiVidual锄d socie妙HoweVer，

socie哆舔也e object is nle s岫total of subjectS．For mis re弱oIl，the oIlly key t0 deco璐咖ct
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tlle binary opposition betWeen subject and o巧ect锄d reconstmct a new relationship lies in

decorlstnlCting也e binary opposition bet、7旧en su均ects in tlle socie够．

3．2 Deconstruction of Binary opposition between Subjects

The binary opposition bet、Veen su场ects in么刀历P鼢馏叠^钯，，is represented by tlle

concrete oppositions between Mo characters，suCh嬲Ad锄St锄toIl／Willie Stark，Lucy

Sta州Sadie Burke，Cass Maste州Gilbert Mastem，Ellis Burde栅udge Ir、)~，in．111e似o sides in

each group haVe completely opposite personalities，锄d each person in each group chooses to

liVe in llis or her own closed circle锄d neVer seeks to j啪p out of the circle，so the closed self

has to pay the heavy price for his or her choice锄d moves tow2urds仃agic ending or eVen loses

llis or her own life．

3．2 l Adam stanton vs．WilIie stark

The sha印bin孤y opposition觚d the complete incompatibility be“)~，een Ad锄Stanton

锄d Willie Stark fIrom life backgrouIlds and experiences to the principles of conduct results in

nle ineVitable n．agic ending of tlle饥o persons．

A幽rn S切nton w邪tlle ex·GoVemor’s so玛锄dⅡle superior backgrou|ld endowed him

wi也all me good chances of education锄d occupation，so Ad锄could hold whateVer he

wanted without necess撕ly striVing for the beSt．HoweVer，aRer becoming a f．锄ous surgeon，

Ad锄still liVed in a shabby little印抓ment where tlle only Valua【ble觚d glittering piece of

删ture was llis grand piano，but he always cuI．ed ms patients for f．rce．Difrerent f．rom most

others liVing in the realistic world，Ad锄“snuggled up to“fe，to keep wa珊perhaps，for he

didn’t have卸y life of llis o、)l，I卜_just the o儡ce，tlle knife，the monastic room．Or pemaps he

didn’t snuggle to keep w删”(359)．Adam was廿ying to get to me Life as closely嬲he could．

But Ad锄’s ideal which waus doing morc good ratller th锄supreme power aIld lligher salar)，

had been deep-rooted in his mind．Adam agreed to run me hospital at t11e request of GoVemor

Willie Stark whom he w弱always fed up晰m，but me real reason for his agreeing to accept

tlle post was that the new hospital was open柚d n．ce to all the people including all the p00r

sick，which juSt satisfied Ad锄’s ideal．What pushes Ad锄towards compromise is his ideal

of doing well instead of Winie Stark’s eloquence．And Ad锄lmows his intrinsic ideal，so he

rom锄tically reconciles himself to his beauti如l ideaI of saVing the sick and the poor'觚d“he

is a romarltic，and he has a picture of me world in his head，姐d when the world doesn’t

confo咖in锄y respect to the picture，he w锄ts t0 thrDw me world away．EVen if that means

throwing out the baby w讹the bath”(370-371)，、Vhich predicts Ad锄’s ending．Once the

realistic situation is contradictoD，to his ideal，he wilI giVe up all me mings including the

idealistic and the realistic．When he leamed that his respectable f乱her had illegally protected

the晡bee Judge Ir、Ⅳin and his sister Anne had descended t0 Willie’s mimess，Ad啪’s ideal
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shattered completely．So he adopted extreme and radical meaIlS to shoot Willie t0 dea：tll in tlle

lobby of恤Capit01．Meanwllile，‘哂e baby in龇bam”Ad锄、糯shot to de劬by Willie，s

driver锄d body目Iard Sugar-Boy on me spot．

Willie Stark holds t：he opposite standpoint towards Ks own ideal．Willie c锄e fbmⅡle

co咖side a11d had no challce t0 go to college，so he had to striVe for llis fhture to p猫s也e

state b盯ex锄by b啪iIlg midllight oil．Once in me political circle，Willie adopted Variolls

political schemes，even m嘲tening or blac蛔ail，so long硒llis GoVemor position could be

kept．nle most representatiVe Viewpoint of Willie Stark is tll矾‘‘man is conceiVed iIl siIl and

bom iIl comlption锄d he p嬲seth矗Dm tlle stiIll【of tlle didie to tlle stench ofⅡle sllrDud．There

is al啪ys some“ng’’(75)． So he neVef let paSs a11y possible ch锄ce of digging out

‘‘sometlling’’a_bout llis political opponentS．When he、^，嬲theatened by MacMurfee’s dis试ct

Marvin Frey，he fo岫d out a shrewd solution by using the sordid bribeD，of MacMurfee’s ／

supponer Judge Inj~，in as tllreatelling means t0 MacMurfee．Di岱：rent f而m tlle pure idealist

Ad锄’s quest for Hugh Miller’s resignation，Willie expressed llis opposite View to Ad锄’s on

900dness and badness，“goodIless is out ofbadness⋯．becauseⅡlere isn’t锄y蚰ng else to

make it out of，’(386)．IIl Willie’s 9pinioIl，Ⅱlere is no a_bsolute goodness since all goodness

grows矗Dm badness锄d people in t11e society should do his so-called good雒time锄d

socie够goes on．His words to Ad锄Stanton proVes tllat clearly，

‘‘what folks claim is—ght is always just a couple ofj啪ps shon of what they need to

do buSiness．Now锄individuaJ，one fellow，he诵ll stop doing business bccauSe he’s

got a notion ofwhat is right，alld he is a hero．But folks iIl general，wmch is socie坝

Doc，is never going to stop doing business．Societ)，is just going to cook up a new

notion of what is right．Socie哆is sure not eVer going to commit suicide”(387)．

Willie i璐ists tllat socie够谢ll not ch锄ge or end up嘶t11 tlle change of eaCh indiVidual；by

conn邪t，people’s action should comply晰tll socie够

Near tlle end of廿1e novel，W打ren reveals tlle absolute binary opposition beMeen Ad锄

Stanton a11d W．1lie Stark锄d meir doomed ending衄ou曲tlle words of Jack．Jack Burden

could see tllat“Ad锄St觚toIl’、Ⅳ!hom he c锄e to call me m锄ofidea，锄d Willie Stark，whom

he c锄e t0 call me m锄offact，were d00med to de蚰roy each other，just邪each w船doomed

t0仃y t0潞e me other柚d to ye锄tow{们锄d时to become me omer，because eaCh was

iIlcomplete埘m me terrible division of meir age”(657)．Jack realizes neitller‘蚀e m锄of

idea”nor‘‰e m锄of fact，’c锄live l即pily eVen if he or she pays life for llis“idea’’0f“faCt”．

Adam柚d Willie c觚not escaple fbm me doomed destiny’wIlile tlleir stoD，plays a profo岫d

part iIl Jack’s life，and J∞k anemptS t0 decoIlstnIct llis own biIlaD，opposition be觚een idea

锄d fkt丘．om t11en on and recons眦t a new锄d h锄onious outlook on lif-e．
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3·22 Lucy starkVs．Sadie Burke

Willie Stark’s being shot to death is me仃agedy for bom his淅fe Lucy Stark and his

capable partner and misn．ess Sadie Burke，锄d the binary opposition between the t、Ⅳo causes

tlle tragedy forboth锄d is finally deconstmcted witll the deatll of their beloved Willie Stark．

It is Lucy S伽(who helps Willie to start f而m scratch aJld witnesses llis rise and fan ill

political circle．Bef-ore Willie s伽舱d ms political career，they had a h鲫monious aIld happy

伽nily．Lucy嬲a deVoted谢fe sat bef．ore the heanh aIld accompanied Willie’s father，aIld they

botll quietly supported Willie Who w嬲preparing for tlle bar ex锄in an upstairs room．

ObViously’what the Old Stark a11d Lucy had in common w嬲to support their beloved Willie，

what t11ey had in conlmon was a world of wordless silence bV the fire，a、^，orld which

could absorb e肺rtlessly锄d perfectly the movements of meir day锄d meir

occupations，锄d of all tlle days tlley h刁Id lived，锄d of nle days that were to come for

t11em to move about i11觚d do tlle thjngs、Ⅳhich were tlle life for、)~r：mch tlley、Ⅳere

mad【e．So mey sat iIl tlleir common knowledge，w11ile tlle chuI墩on tlle heanh stewed

觚d llissed觚d cmmbled，锄d were together ill tlle down beat aIld pause of tlle

rhythm of their lives．That w嬲、Ⅳhat tIley had in 60mmon now’锄d noming could

take血at away(36)．

But tlle h觚norly of t11e f．锄ily w硒broken州tll Willie’s coming upon tlle political stage aIld

tlle appearamce of硒sist柚t Sadie Burke啪und Willie．

Sadie Burke，who pulled herself up舶m deStitIne beginIlings by her smart觚d sha印

chamcter锄d、惦llingness to、Ⅳork hard，had got accustomed to preVailing oVer any others．

And she eVen wanted t0 tal(e Willie，s loVe away舶m粕y others，especially Willie’s wife

Lucy．When Willie took his men to llis old house for pressing photos to pretend llis happy

ma币age，filial pie够and nostalgia，Sadie eVen neVer let slip tlle seizuI．e and possession of a

912Lss．When“the nigger woman brought in a pitcher of water on a仃ay，with three glasses，

slipping her f．eet in old tennis shoes(1ryly along tlle boards，Lucy Stark took one glass and

Sadie Burke锄other，and the rest of us just passed around tlle third gl硒s”(38)．Lucy once

attempted to diVorce Willie’but she gaVe up the idea觚d chose to liVe apan舶m Willie in her

sister’s poult巧f．a咖for the sake of Willie’s public image．So it was impossible for Sadie to

change her identity锄d become the first lady of tlle state，锄d what she c锄do w嬲only t0

loVe Willie secretly and help Willie in his govemment af|嘶rs as锄assistant．The sha叩bina拶

opposition between Lucy and Sadie inclines to deconstmct when A肌e硒Willie’s new

mistress took away their beloved Willie．
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Near the eIld of tlle n()Vel，Willie’s deatll completely decons仇lcts tlle binary opposition

bet、Ⅳeen Lucy龇ld Sadie．Botll of the two loseⅡleir greatest love Willie龇ld face tlleir

respective仃agedy i11 lifIe_-I，uCy lost her son Tom stark褫d Sadie lost her氨worite job．Lucy

again retumed t0 her sister’s poult叮f打m，but she adopted Tbm’s son锄d mIIIled 11im Willie

Stark．obvioIlsly，Lucy beg觚to forgiVe Willie’s paSt faults锄Id hoped to continue to liVe wiⅡl

llis inc锄ation—-little Willie Stark．Sadie Burke who loSt her f．avorite job锄d her beloved

finally s雒ll【iIlto psychosis and had t0 receiVe臼ea恤ent at Millett SaIlatoriuIn，where she

confessed to her visitor Jack Burden tllat she was nle cause of Willie’s deatll since she could

not be盯Willie’s loVe for 1lis fI锄ily锄d Lucy龇1y longer'“all righ_t，I killed mm．He waS

廿lro、惦ng me oVer．For good．I knew it was for good tllat time．For tIlat Lucy．ARer aU I had

done．Aner I made llim”(6 1 8)．But it is juSt her confession that shows her courage t0

u11dertake her mistal(e觚d proVes her action cauSing Willie’s deatll is on illlpulse．At least，her

如nCtion iIl、Mllie’s deam got forgiVeness m Jack’s mind，‘讪at she llaId done had been done

hot．What Duf匆had dom had been done cold．And，iIl me end，Sadie Burke’s act had

somehowbeen wiped out．n did not exist for me【JaCk Burden】锄ymore”(6 1 8)．Willie’s deam

makes llis诵fe Lucy Stal敝and llis mis仃ess肌d assista】毗Sadie Burke realize t11at loVe is me

precious pean in people’s life，and stllJggling for anything诵thout scruple、析ll be destined for

m增ic明ding for self觚d otllers arouIld．Therefore，me bi册D，opposition between tlle铆o h嬲

been decons仃l∞ted completely诵廿l Willie’s death觚d bom decide to forgiVe others for meir

faults锄d leave the sad place锄d begin to live serene lives．

3．23 Cass MasterⅡvs．Gimert Mastem

Jack Burden’s two great uncles C弱s Mastem觚d Gilben Mastem caIl not escape m)m

tlle乜agic destiny aS a result of me sha叩binaLry opposition betweenⅡle two，觚d they bo吐l

llalve to wait for tlle coming of deam aS tlle atonemem for tlleir crime committed in tlle past．

Bom C觞s Mastem觚d Gilbeft M弱tem were bom iIl tIle red llills up toward Temlessee，

and meir iIlcompatible ch盯aCter and action pattem staned舶m Gilbert’s ru皿ing away f．rom

home甜ld going west to Mississippi wllile little C舔s still stayed in tlle log cabiIl in nonll

Geo唱ia tlu．ough force of poVer吼Gilbert iIl Mississippi made g陀at fortIme‘‘、历m Ks bare

h柚dS，out of tlle ve巧a吨could now，埘t11 all llis experience锄d cunIling锄d

haundlless⋯s彻tch锄otller one，much伊eater m卸t11e first”(243)．C嬲s went to seek shelter

舶m his brotller Gilbert who had made a fortune at Valhall如锄d w弱西Ven charge of a

pl柚tation by Gilbert who had become“a co怕n snob”aromld Mississippi．111en岫der nle

support卸d鲥d粕ce of Gilbe吒CaSs went to 1’mIlSlyVaIlia College iIl LexiIl舒on of KeI咖cky，

柚d Jacl【Som锄d tllen vicksbu玛，锄d“C硒s could See clearly wIlat Gilbert illtended：t0 make

him rich趾d put llim in t0 politics”(252)．HoweVer’C雒s，uIllike llis pr唧latiSt brother

Gilbe吒w觞to巾Ired by tIle guil够feeling，siIlce ms疆Iair、Ⅳim Am浏beUe Trice had ca吣ed
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not only his衔end D岫c粕“ce’s suicide，but also the slaVe Phebe’s being sold．So Cass、Ⅳho

was searching for salvation in spirit retumed to Mississippi to f．rce all his slaves on the

plantation，肌d in tlle Civil W打he enlisted邪a private in me Mississippi Rines，but、vas

killed in a battle outside Atlanta锄d buried somewhere in AtlaJlta，锄d nobody knew the exact

position．Physical destnJction of Cass does not mean me death of llis spirit；on tIle contrary'

llis spirit h弱got salvation t0 some extent by means of his f．are、Vell letter to Ms brother，

“Remember me，but wimout grief．If orle of us is lucky，it is I．I shall haVe rest and I

hope in tlle mercy of the EVerlasting锄d in His blessed election．But you，my dear

brotller'are condemned t0 eat bread in bittemess a11d build on the place、)~，here tlle

ch撇d embers锄d ashes剐『e and to make bricks without s缸-aw and to sua’er in tlle

11lin锄d guilt of our dear L粕d锄d in the common guilt of mall”(243)．

Compared、Vitll llis idealist brother’Gilbert receiVed a commission aLs a colonelin a caValD，

regiment in the W她and afkr tlle War he eVen liVed a much more a御uent life，

By 1870 he w弱again well o氲By 1875 or’76 he was rich．By 1880 he had a fonune，

w硒liVing in New Y．ork，w嬲a name，a“ck，burly m觚，slow of moVement、Ⅳim a

head like a block of b砌．e鲫ite．He had lived out of one world into another．Perhaps

he w嬲eVen more at home iIl tlle粥w tll锄i11 tlle old．or perh印s tIle Gilbert

Mastems are always at home in锄y world．As tlle C嬲s M嬲tems are neVer at home

ill any world(244)．

EVen so，it is also conceiVable that Gilben still had been tllilll(ing a lot since he receiVed

Cass’s f加、Ⅳen letter and even he felt a heavy burden in llis heart百bout llis pragmatism iIl tlle

past for ms rest life，because he w邪keeping tlis brother C弱s’s f-arewell letter all tlle time

岫til llis son sent by post aRer his p豁sing away t0 Jack Burden．Gilbert Mastem dies晰tll

regret for his own pragmatism，and Cass Mastem dies witll resolution of repen切nce．The t、Vo

Mastems botll liVe the miserable life in the mind锄d die witll respectiVe confession．If they

had deconstmcted the binaD，opposition during life，they would haVe fIreed f．rom tlle pain in

t11e mind aIld lived h印py lives．As a result，it is necessary to deconstruct the bina巧opposition

between me two brothers，or rather，t、)~ro kinds of binary opposition Values．Ho、veVer，tlle

deconstruction ofbina巧opposition be觚een the two Mastems e11h锄ces Jack’s initiation t0 a

large extent．

3．24 E¨is Burden Vs．Judge lrwin

Ellis Burden懿the nominal f．ather觚d Judge Ir、Ⅳin髂the biological f．ather share the
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s锄e son Jack B山．den．The binary opposition between me铆o f-atllers嘶Ves tllem t0 lose

meir son’s love嘶il Jack’s illitiation deconstmcts tlle sha印connict towards tlle denouemem

oftlle novel． ．

Jack’s nominal触er ElIis Burden gaVe up 11is埘fe姐d six—ye孙old son Jack Burde玛

leR his well-t0一do￡mily at Burden L锄ding，觚d beg肌to deVote hiIIlself to me Lord’s

business at a diIlgy apartmem aboVe me Mexic锄restaurant躺岫d me comer of South Fiful

粕d Saint-Estiemle S仃eet．ne reaSon for llis sudden leaVing is not proVided in tlle noVel，but

t11e硼两lding plot suggestS tllat probably Ellis Burden llad leamt of llis埘fe’s a腼r、Ⅳitll 11is

衔end Judge h，in，so he chose to leave silently-originally，he t110ught he would lose all，

including his son Jack，锄d he眦Ver guessed llis son、Ⅳould come and Visit llim one day，so

、^，hen Jack Burden

looked at tlle old m锄【Ellis Burden】over tllere and my【JaCk Burden’s】guts went

w锄锄d a big l啪p seemed t0 dissolve iIl my【Jack Burden’s】chest-雒吐lou曲I

【Jack Burden】had carried a big l啪p around in there for so long I【Jack Burden】had

got uSed to it aIld didn’t realize it had been there眦til suddeIlly it w弱gone and

breatll c锄e e硒y-‘Fatller，’I【Jack Burden】said．‘‘Famer-”．11le old man looked up at

me【Jack Burden】aIld said quemlouSly，“What—what did you say?”(30 1)．

So he was shocked when Jack suddellly called him fatIler which hadhl’t been called for more

tll锄眦n够years．But t11e胡fair of llis谢fe锄d his 900d衔end had des仃0yed all Ellis’s nust

iIl nle realistic life锄d socie坝so he remsed to be involVed iIl锄y secular things when Jack

visitcd 11im ill order t0 inVestigate the bribeD，of Judge I刑in．

Jack’s biological father Judge Ir、vin’s image as a braVe m卸profo瑚Idly influenced Jack

in Ms cllildllood，though Jack did not l【Ilow who llis biological father w雒．JuSt鹤Jack Burden

said to llimsel￡“I suppose tllat for a long time I took a snott)，tone灿utⅡle Judge硒hero

becauSe it、Ⅳ硒a鼠；Ilion for a while to take such a tom dbout he日0es锄d I grew up in that

fasmon”(1 8 1)．Since Ellis瑚away fbm home，Judge w邪playing the fIather’s role iIl li钍le

Jack’s life all t11e time，wllich is reflected in JaCk’s reminiscence a．bout Judge’s makiIlg zip，he

had tlle sight of‘‘Judge Ir、衍n sitting up IlightS，back iIl tlle libm：阱wim catgut锄d steel诚re

卸d s幽g锄d pliers and scissorS伽the desk beside mm，锄d、vitll llis hi曲old red—matched

head bem 0ver，tlle yellow eyes gimleted upon tlle t硒k”(1 83)．It’s Ve巧likely that Judge

knows Jack is Ilis own Son．so llis love f10r Jack is undoubted．And even、Ⅳ_hen he r℃tired at

home he aJ、^哟，s recalled llis life谢tll little JaCk．Once he looked at t11e zip，he realized that tlle

t、Ⅳists weren’t me old t、Ⅳists wllich he‘‘had put ill back inⅡle de盯dead days．Not by a

d锄ned si出．nley were practically new，’(1 83)．But Judge chose to co衄it suicide to pay for

his own faults iIl tlle past and responded t0 his son’s contiIluo吣q眦够‘‘Jack BuI．dlen is
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probably tlle oIlly character in Westem literature who is redeemed by causing his fIather’s

deatll⋯．What redeems him is llis discoVery that、Ⅳhen Judge Irwin could have saVed llimself

by reVealing to Jack that hc is his father，he chose to face up What he had done instead”(Burt，

3341．

Jack’s being redeemed closes tlle g印be铆een llis t、Ⅳo f；nhers．JaCk’s decision of taking

his nominal father Ellis Burden back t0 his i11Ilerited estate舶m llis biological father Judge

11win deconstructs the binary opposition bet、Veen his t、^，o f．athers，also t、vo old衔ends．

The four groups of binary oppositions between t、Vo subjects finally reach deconstmction

aIld reconstllJction in some sense．The four groups c觚be simply regarded硒one帅e，that is，

the bin孤．)r opposition be铆een idealist锄d pragmatist．The fo肌er in each group，Ad锄
St锄ton，Lucy Stark，Cass Mastem and Ellis Burden，are idealistS，and t11e l舭r Willie S伽．k，

Sadie Burke，Gilben Mastem锄d Judge InⅣin caIl be called pmgmatists．The sha印bina巧

opposition be铆een idealist锄d pragmatist is bound to lead t0仃agic ending，such as tlle dea也

of Adam S伽1ton aIld Willie Stark；loss of Lucy S伽．k and Sadie Burke’s beloVed；tlle deatll of

C嬲s MaStem in a s仃aJlge land in the CiVil W瓯觚d nle continuous searching for salVation of

Gilbert Mastem；tlle uI】南唱iveness of Ellis Burden and Judge Ir诵n’s son．Me锄while，Wan．en

fhnher showsⅡ圮necess时of deconstnlction of biIlary opposition aIld the feasibil时of

陀constrllctioIl，by way of Jack’s realization aIld iIlitiation in experiencing me conflict of

Ad锄StaIlton锄d Willie Stark，Lucy Stark觚d Sadie Burke’s regeneration of spiritualland

啦erⅡle loss oftheir beloVed，Jack’s epiph锄y in tlle llisto巧of C嬲s Mastem觚d Gilbert

MaStem，aIld Jack’s being fo唱iVen by llis似o fatherS Ellis Burden觚d Judge Irvvin and his

fo唱iveness t0 llis Mo f．athe瑙．ObViously'most decons仇lction肌d咒constrLlction occur

、啊thjn one person，especially Jack Burden，aRer winlessing the仃agedies of otherS，so t11e

deconst九Jction and 陀construction of binaD， opposition 诵tmn subject is essential to

deconstruct bin引y oppositions bet、)~，een subjectS，be“旧en subject锄d socie够

3．3 Deconstruction of Binary opposition and Reconstruction of

Harmonious Vhlues within Subject

The deconstIuction of binary opposition experienced by the t、Vo protagonists Willie Stark

and Jack Burden in彳刀历P舱馏量朋砌represents not only tlle necessity of仔eeing f．rom tIle

pain in t11e mind她d the tragedy in tlle life，but also the possibili够of building hanTlonious life

and social relationships with others for each indiVidual．The spiritual rebinh of the t、vo

protagonists in tlle end t0 a large extend reveals tlle necessit)，and indispensabili哆of

optimistic belief in reconstIHLlcting the h啪lonious Values af【er(1econstllLIcting binary

opposition Values within subject，between subjects，bet、^，een subject and object．
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3．3l WilIie是谴ark

On becomillg tlle GoVemor’Willie S伽．k begiIls to be n印ped iIl tlle bina巧opposition

between idem时强d role，锄d tlle connict i11 llis mind becomes sh叩er锄d sha叩er so tllat he

can not judge his oWn direction in right way’觚d finally he eVen subme唱es himself in tlle

more intense connict wllich“ves Km to me舰gic ending．

Willie Sta】出、Ⅳanted to become a good son，husband and f-ather in llis co岫缸y f．锄ily，but
he could not care西bout llis f-锄ily witllout sclllple since he had to tal(e public Votes into

account．So he would rather set up a b批om iIl llis oldhouse for Ms old f酬her tllaIl paint tlle

surf如e of tlle houSe in order to express his filial pie吼since‘Ⅵater p啪ped by a little

automatic electric p啪p．But you c锄’t see a commode f．rom the road when you p蕊s by．It

doesn’t llit you in tlle eye or run out锄d bite you in nle leg．And what tlle Voter doesn’t kIlow

doesn’t prey on ms mind’’(34)．Therefore，in order not to lose public Votes，GoVemor Willie

would rather lose some loVe for llis陆nily．MuCh more attention of Willie w髂focused on

politics，锄d he had aIl explicit goal to keep llis GoVemor position instead of pursuing selfish

interest like omer politiciaIls，because he realized that 011ly me people舶m courlnyside could

consider and s01ve tlle problems of tlle counn．)rside．

What he set about doing waLs tllat he needed to fom a clique of址s own．But few country

folks stepped into nle politics so that he had

riVal Ha玎ison’s group，锄d he had to reson to

to印poiIlt some people丹om fomer political

some intrigue t0 gain tlleir support．111 spite of

llis pIlre loVe for llis、)~，ife Lucy，he chose shrewd Sadie Burke to be llis mlsnIess smce he

needed her political弱sist锄ce锄d Vete砌political schemes．He eVen re诅ined me obsequious

锄d un伽lstwonhy Tiny Du蜀眵t0 be the Lieutenam-GoVemor of the state iIl order t0啪
llimself of Ks f．锄ily backgroulld m)m count巧side arld llis experience of being血e puppet of

Harrison锄d Tiny Du厨for a tiIne．Willie employed Jack Burden to show ms刚itIJde for

Jack’s hopping report in 11is election regardless of Jack’s磊mlily background of Soutllem

aristocrat．IIl additio玛Govemor Willie remembers a mere nobody Slade’s kindlless t0

“Co潞in Willie”．When Tiny Duf】眵tlaId forced Willie to“Ill(beer岫衔endly锄d

disrespect如lly，Slade took nle heat ofr Willie by saying mat“‘I sells beer to tllem雒wantS it．

1 ain’t making nobody“nk it．’Perh印s tllat w懿廿1e moment when Slade made llis

f．onLlne”(26)．In Prohibition—e耽Slade got a licenSe immediately锄d a swell location，wtlich

m邺t be me reward f．rom Govemor’s伊atitude to llis kindlless．

Since乜墩ing power，Willie endeaVored to do good forⅡ伦co蚴on people，by mal(ing tlle

切x system more equitable，by improVing nle st眦’s roadS，by oVerh砌ing education system，

by building up a hospital wIlich w觞行ee to all the p‘)or sick who could not析-0rd to∞e a

doctor．But iIl tlle eyes of tlle opposition par吼each progmm had fo咖ed a f萏tal也reaten t0

tllem in tlle neXt electio玛So co璐tam attempted schemes fbmⅡle opposition pany dr0Ve

Willie to plot v赫ouS schemes t0 fi曲t b犹k．More0Ver，to display his llappy m跚iage，锄d
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show his filial piety and nostalgia to ms Voters，Willie posed with his father arld the old house

at Stark f．黜for press photos．Ho、)vever，in tlle eyes of llis fI锄ily members，he had ch锄ged

into a110mer Willie，锄d Lucy aIld Old Stark“had in common me knowledge that tlley did not

have what tlley had．111ey did not have Willie St破，who was what they had”(36)．And“the

Boss，who happened to be the nesh of his【0ld Stark’s】nesh though you’d neVer guess it，and

mrew in the hook．But it didn’t snag a thing．Not on Willie”(53)．Willie Stark is fIettered

between his identi够as the son of Stark F锄n锄d llis dyn锄ic role嬲t11e GoVemor of the

state．Just雏Gordon Milne(1 966：1 60)proposes that“Willie Stark Ver)，belieVably combines

a dictatorial nature研tll llis m锄·with—a—mission role．Flawed by址s aVid taste for po、Ⅳef锄d

．willingness to use comJption to en’ect ms ends，he is partially redeemed by his concem for the

masses aIld 11is honesty about himsel￡Amixed maJl'but squa鹏ly in touch with the realities of

eve巧day life and seeking t0 soRen tllese when possible by t11e印plication of‘limited good”’．

Actually，n0、Ⅳ0nder llis锄nily members doubt his chaJlge，since even he himself beginS t0

perceive the ch锄ge of himsele so sometimes he has to prove to himsel￡such舔building a

massive，six．million．dollar hospital for tlle poor is“not to rcstore t11e public’s faitll in llim but

to restore 1lis o、Ⅳn fainl in himself．He 11as t0 prove to himselfmat 1lis motives are good，锄d

every time me project comes up，tllere is觚edge of hysteria to llis Voice”(B眦，1 999：332)．

Willie’s pr0Ving 1lis pure motiVes is to himself，yet“one of the mings you c锄ot prove to

yourself is tlle puri够of your own motiVes，for once you doubt your o、ⅣIl motiVes，me things

you do t0 pmve yourSelf to yourself provide 011ly缸恤er occasions f10r tlle suspicion ofbad

faith”．Therefore，“Willie’s deatll is iIl a complicatI甜、Ⅳay tIle consequence of ms attempt t0

prove to himself that he is not me moral relativist he has always said he iS’，(Burt，1999：333)，

that is，Willie dies of the sIl叩bina巧opposition between identit)r锄d roles诵min 11imsel￡

IIl蠡砬t，tlle varie够of Willie’s social roles谢ll never chaIlge ms ident时of rural origin．

And tlle variouS roles he shows are to keep Ms position which is not 011ly the result of llis own

justice and e肺rt bm also nle requirement of p删ng ms loVe for people into pmctice．The

closer he is to the s啪mit of politics，me more important the劬ction of f．锄ily in Willie’s

mind硒the real source锄d harbor is．So he finally decided t0 come back t0 his wife Lucy．

But jealous Sadie Burke could not endure Willie’s leaVing her to go back to Lucy，so she

revealed Willie’s afrair wim Amle Stanton deliberately t0 Tiny Duf瓢who then spite如lly told

idealist Adam Stanton about it by anonymous call．Consequently，Willie waS shot to death by

agitated puppet Adam S锄ton．
W订lie’s physical lifb ends，but his spiritual lif．e continues．Lucy adopted’I’om’s son-—_her

gr锄dson，锄d n锄ed him Willie S伽．k．1t is seen that she had fo画Ven Willie Stark 6．om what

she said t0 Jack Burden，⋯because Willie、】、邯a great m觚’⋯‘I know he made mistakes’⋯’

bad mistakes．Maybe he did bad things，like they say．But inside——in here，deep down一’and

she【Lucy】laid her hand to her bosom一，he、Vas a great m锄”’(643)．The old Willie Stark is
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dead，while a new Willie Stark is aliVe、vim nle help of Lucy Stark．Lucy’s forgiVeness

endows Willie谢tll a new spiritual life，that is，Willie gets rebinll谢tll me help ofLucy．

NietZsche(1923：128)proposes iIl砌P召fr砌矿聊护咖?D，；拖比刀豇研册d尸P姆砌西聊t11at

all tllat comes into beiIlg muSt be ready for a sorrowml end；we are compelled t0 look

into the terrors of iIldiVidual eXisteIlce—-yet we are not t0 become torpid： a

metaphysical comf．ort tears us momentarily f．rom the bustle of协msfoming figures．

We撒really for Mef mome鹏Primordial Being itsel￡锄d feel itS mdomi切ble

desire for beiIlg觚d joy iIl existence；nlc sm唱gle，nle pai巩tlle destll∞tion of

phenomena，now印pear to us嬲someming Ilecessary’considering tlle exube姗t

fertility of t11e u11iversal will．
。

Assisted by Lucy，Willie’s deatll sublimes into廿1e“metaphysical comfon，’wllich anaches

immonalit!I，觚d renewaJ to tlle morcality of Willie Stark’s nesh，tllen吐le deatIl of Willie’s

flesh is endowed晰t11 etenlal∞stIletic sense．The binary opposition州tllin Willie Stark is

deconsnuCted、)~，itll tlle de a．t11 of Willie Stark’s nesh，and optinlistic belief in reconsn佻tion

aRer deconstruction naturally appears诵tll little Willie Stark嬲t11e symbol of renewed Willie

St棚．k’s immo九al spirit．

3．3Z Jack Burden

Jack Burden ultimately deconstnlcts me binary 0pposition bet、Ⅳeen p硒t髓d present

谢thin himself邪well．But di虢rent f．rom Willie’s rebirth谢t11 t11e help of llis谢fe Lucy，Jack

Burden’s deconsnlJction aIld recons协Jction depends on llis own spiritual rebir山．

Like Hamlet，JaCk Burden is co心onted埘tIl the complicated锄d realistic facts and also

hesitates ill tlle state of‘‘to be or not to be”．His specialt)，is“Ghat Sleep”and“Great 7I晰tch”，

觚attitude of complete nollilwolVement when tlle relatively harSh realit)r appearS．The noVel

(See also Appendix I)menlions“Great Sleep”for廿1ree times(in Chapter Four，SeVen锄d

Two犹cording to the chronological order)and one“(打eat T们tch”(iIl Chapter SeVen)before

llis rebirm．

The fi】晤t“Great Sleep”w弱afkr Jack’s舀Ving up llis dissenation about CaSs MaStem for

tlle Ph．D．iIlAmeric觚Histo巧in a1)out 1918，

He would sleep t、ⅣelVe hourS，fburteen hourS，fi舭en hours，蠡Ieling himseIf，w1}lile

sleep，pl吼ge deeper锄d deeper iIIto sleep like a diVer毋．opiIlg downw龇-d iIlto dafk

water fceling for someming、)v!Ilich may be tllere粕d wllich、Ⅳollld glitter if me陀we陀

粕y light iIl ttle deptll，but t11ere isn’t柚y light．Then ill me moming he would lie in

bed，not、硼n_ting锄灿ng(284)．
“
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In fact，Jack’s ilule册ost tlloughts in llis young age llas been reVealed throu曲the words of tlle

gro、VIl—up Jack，“he laid aside me jo啪al of Cass Mastem not because he could not

蚰derstalld，but because he w嬲a触id to understand for what might be uIlderstood merc was a

reproach to him”(284)．The real pu印ose of Jack was to esc印e reality ratller than to solVe the

problems in his youllg age，so he laid his Ph．D．dissertation aside completely until he had t0

fIace it．nle second“Great Sleep’’was in t11e crisis of his marriage witll Lois ill about 1 920．

He did not say a word when his wife Lois quarreled with him and he eVen could not“hear her

Voice，if it w觞one of her VituperatiVe and not sullen eVenings，嬲thou曲it were coming f．rom

a great dis切nce锄d were not，aS a matter of fIact，even addressed t0 me”(284)．Then，Jack

chose to go t0 bed锄d sleep souIldly to proceed诵t11 llis notoriouS“(heat Sleep”，“with tlle

s、Ⅳeet feeling of eVer falling toward me center of delicious blaclmess，until the last possible

moment tlle next moming”(284)．Jack’s noIlinVolvemem attitude toward m删age problems

is bouIld to result in Jack’s walking out of Lois’s印artlllem粕d the i11retrieVable breakdo、Ⅳn of

tlleir ma而age．The廿lird“Great Sleep”occurred in l 930 aner Jack’s quitting job at the

C协，D刀fczP．Witllout锄ly disturbaIlce舶m Americ锄History or Lois，he lay mere alone，‘“and

let all tlle pictures of tllings a man might want run mrough my bed，cofree，a girl，money，a

drink，、)l枷te s柚d肌d bl比water，孤d let tllem all slide o最one a缸r aIlother，like a deck of

c莉s sle沥ng slowly off your hand”(1 49)．Apan舶m being a desener of daily life，Jack also

becomes a day dre锄er．He does not striVe for life by himself but dre锄s of holding all

beauti如ltmngs．Facing tIle harsh reali坝whether in dissertation of study，m枷age problems

or、Ⅳork issues，Jack is used to choosing“not to be”in the connict of‘‰be or not t0 be”．But

discoVering』吣me’s a胁ir witll、Mllie邪锄imponant llinge in 11is life tums Jack’s a：ttitude

f而m“not to be”to‘‘to be”．His first reaction t0 tlle amlir was“Great Twitch”by neeing

wesMard for about 8 days，、)~，here he could tum to a deep锄d profouIld self二renection：

in the West，at也e end ofHistory，舭L鹤t Man on that Last Coast，on my hotel bed，I

had discovered the dream．111at dre锄was t11e dre锄that all life is but the dark

heaVe of blood and the t、^，itch of the ner、，e⋯．1’he、Vords彳疗门P iS『f口刀fD，7 were simply a

n锄e for a peculiarly complicated piece of mechallism which should me锄nothing

whatsoeVer to Jack Burden，、vho himself w硒simply锄other rather complicated

piece of mech觚ism(467．468)． ，

Fleeing westward锄d recalling his emotional history witll Anne and Lois in the West drives

Jack to find a new self-recognition which“shocks him into a recoVery and the ass啪ption of a

di行．erent attitude硒the best way to cope with life．One must accept the presence of both good

and eVil in the、Ⅳorld，facing the oRen sad‘truth’，but not necessarily falling into a negatiVe
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course of aCtion弱a consequence”(MilIle，1 966：l 57)．He begins to realize t11e imperfection

of each person锄d incliIles to f．o唱iVe all the f-aults of酬hers iIl llis mind．

Jack drove ba吐to t11e EaSt aIld beg锄to realize t11at it w邪iIIlpossible for any iIldiVidual

t0 liVe a happy life iIl锄inte璐e connict beMeen past锄d present埘nlill llimself IIl additioIl，

Ⅱle e11suing仃agedies of father Judge Ir“n’s suicide，boss Willie Stark’s觚d close衔end

Ad锄S协ton’s being shot to dea出propened llim to kIlowthe necessit)r of decons协lcting me

biI磁y opposition of‘‰be or not to be”．T11en ne盯吐Ie end oftlle n0Vel，he said goodbye to

llis p嬲t诵m ms bidding fmweU toⅡle persons in llis past life one by one：Sadie Burke，Tiny

Du妇晚Suga卜Boy锄ld Lucy Stark，觚d also he forgiVed llis mother’s fIault iIl llis mind，and

eVen benefited“f．rom coming t0锄uIlderSt锄ding of 11is motller，a wom锄、)~，itll a greater

c印aci够forlove thaIl he lmd been willing to胂rlt”(Milne，1 966：1 5 8)．At laLst，Jack fo略aVe

Ks nominal falher Ellis Burden肌d accepted llis defectiVe first-loVe Amle S伽1ton as Ilis埘fe，

锄d the couple proVided for Ellis Burden tin llis p嬲sing away iIl llis biological f．ather’s

hollse—曲e heritage tllat JaCk’s bi0109ical father Judge Im，iIl had leR．And finally Jack

Burden，togetller谢nl llis wife A衄e St锄幻Il，leR Burden’s L锄ding and intended to“go out

of廿1e houSe锄d go in幻the conⅦlsion of me、Ⅳorld，out of llistoDr into llisto巧觚d tlle aw凡l

responsibility of Time”(1 49)．111e shadow of intense coIlflict bet、^，een past粕d present

moroughly disappears iIl Jack’s mind in the end of t11e noVel，and he ultimately breaks tlle

锄biValence of‘‰be or not to be”，aIld therefbre he aVoidS tlle occun．ence of仃agic ending

a11d gets a rebirth of his spi订tual realm in its actual sense．

Each of me two protagoflists Willie Stal．k锄d Jack Bul．den sinks imo me mire of bi彻Dr

opposition诵miIl llimsele but eimer谢tll tlle aid of others or by llimself tlley botll deconstlllct

tlle binary opposition and get nle spiritual rebir虬Whjch endo、vs tlle的gic ending witll tlle

optimistic belie￡Aflter Nietzsche’s decl盯ation of God’s deam，FouCault proclaims the deam

of hum锄beings，and botll reveal tlle n越listic锄d eVen妇gic implication t0 life．But恤

f-0岫der of Decor塔n-uctioIlism Jacques Derrida觞sens mat‘‘I haVe al、Ⅳays been iIlterested in

tlle su场ect of surviVal，Ⅱle meaIling of w11ich is not supplemental t0 life or deatll．It is

origimDr：life is survival．Survival iIl tlle corⅣentional sense of t11e te珊meal]略to cominue to

live，but also t0 liVe a能r de础”．1 De币da’s“ewpoint of‘‘living a胁deam’’con矗册s me

眦cessi够of belief iIl optimistic recoIlSmJction aner decoIls仇Jcting me concepts of bim嚏y

opposition觚d absolute咖jtaIy authori够

IIl additio玛tlle pu驴se of Wa玎en’s quoting Dante’s Verse胁，，触c胁肠印P阳黝蛔

’TtIe q∞雠i鲫is舳m Robcn Kn椭’s廿锄sl砒i佣of De币越s I埘intcⅣic、v“I姗砒w村州tll my辩lf砒his ho眦in

Ri§o啪giS．a叭burb of P撕S'鲫me t、vo f∞nt}Is bcfore his death．AIld tIlc intcrvicw nrSl app训in k Mondc AuguSt 19．

2∞4．
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∥D，如，w砒1舶m tlle Purgator)r in砌P DfVf抛CD聊哟，on the head page just shines印on

廿le optimistic spirit in nle denouement of the n0Vel．MoreoVer，Burt(1 999：323-324)also

proposes that the optimism

about humall nan盯e，in Warren’s vieW，is not only a mistake but the kind of mis住墩e

that most lends itself to becoming tlle agent of the fallness it denies．Those who seek

t0 exempt t11emselves f硒m a general Vision of h啪aIl complicit)，in moral锄d

political evil are likely also t0 lack tlle circumspection that might save也em舶m the

engaged actsⅡlat am吼their complicit)，in h啪觚eVil despite eVerything．

The necessity and feasibili斟of reconstmction aRer deconstmction and the optimistic attitude

aJld beliefappears舶m the head page to the end in the noVeL

MaD【insists that‘‘the humaIl essence⋯is tlle ensemble of the social rclations，，(1 969：

1 4)，tllat is，the socie够is composed of various su巧ects arld objects，and龇ly completely

closed subiect c锄not survive，just弱Liu Jia内u11 proposes tllat“褫y liVing crean鹏is one

subiect w11ich needs omers，觚d锄y subject in individ砌sen驼is锄ilIlpe疵ct one”

(2008：1 25)．Therefore，under nle social circ砌stances，me possibili够彻d necessit)，of

deconstmcting binary opposition锄d feasibili哆of recons饥lction谢thin subject reVeal the

feasibili够of deconstmcting the binaD，opposition between subjects，bet、veen subject and

obiect．IIl otller words，tlle key t0 deconstmct all the binary oppositio璐in tlle societ)，锄d

reconstmct a new锄d hannolliouS relation蛳p lies in也e decons灯uction龇ld reconstructlon

埘tllin each individual，锄d tlle hannony of each individual is tlle absolutely necessaD，

element i11 building a hamoniouS socie够

’丁he ver辩me鲫s in English“so lDng躯hope h器鲫”hing of green”．the t珊slation佗fcrS to the book：Alighieri．D彻憎s

砌P Dfv加P cD用P咖which is tnmslatedby Henry Wadwonh LongfeIlow in l 879．Cited仃0m the book：Mauricc Beebc·Les“e

A．Field eds．肋6P一尸P一行，临，7譬一台彳，，呐P尺咐台^知月?月CHffc口，胁，l‘彳6Do七lM】．BeImont．Califomia：Wadswonh
PubIishing Company_1966．43．

49



东北师范大学硕士学位论文

Conclusion

As nle summit work of p11ilosopllical noVelist Warren and the pioneer of postmodem

novels m Americall litera．ture，彳刀历P尉馏。童施刀breaks吐mDugh the baufrier of廿le linear mode

of tlliIl：bI培，s切nds in ttle foref．ront of nle pos缸node玎lism in Americ孤literatllre，锄d predicts

and lliglllights postIIlodem tendency emphasizing coexistence and diVersit)，in postIllodem

socie够winl tlle geIlre of fiction．ThereupoIl，studying me decons仃Ilctive觚d reconstructive

tendencies of彳刀珐P慨≥^庇刀iIl tlle posnllodem context is of not oIlly the litera巧Value but

also me practical sigIlificance．

Times call for tlle challging of people’s tllought，觚d in like maJlner，people’s tllought

must change wiⅡ1 tlle ensuing natllral cat嬲仃ophes锄d maIl-made disasters．The Great

Depression，tlle Dust Bowl锄d W6rld War T、Ⅳo l嬲t formore man ten yearS in America Sou电

w珩ch are certain to cause廿le Ilillilistic锄d觎gmented sense of me people and socie何Thus，

tlle times also need the men of insight to u11derstaIld tllat tlloroughly锄d show tlle f．eaSible

path for t11e desperate people锄d societ)r．Robert Pe肌Ⅵ7疵n嬲the great writer exactly

becomes t11e pioneer of posnnodem noVels iIl Amedca by彳，，历P尉，曙童^妃疗，aIld employs

tIle nonlinear mode of minldng to represent the necessit)，觚d feasibilit)，of deconstruction锄d

recons仃l∞tion，alld proVides锄explicit direction for both也e count巧锄d the people谢th t11e

ger鹏of fiction．

As for nallratiVe strIlcture of tlle noVel，彳刀珐P殿，曙i朋叠刀breaks tllrough tlle unitaD，锄d

nomatiVe fo咖of linear mode ofⅡlinl(ing，锄d adopts broken time趾d f-ragmented space觚d

montage teclllliques to show tlle decenn．alized realit)，of hum锄life aIld represent tlle Ilillilistic

觚d胁gmemed sense of Americ锄socie够抓er the(hat Depression肌d tlle Second W6rld

Wh Me卸¨lile，W撕ren also employs tlle double-仃ack namtives in、^加ch all tlle broken

tiIne觚d space h印pens甜Dmld铆o maill ch撇cters，mat is，the触gmented stories are aJl

uIlder tlle control of nle阳，0 protagoIlists．So me decons仃ucted丘agmems a托recons仃IJcted

into a perfect sto巧尔肌tlle perspectiVe ofmm_tiVe S仃uctu】陀．

As for intemal Values of tlle noVel，it abstaills舶m conVentional锄d prescriptiVe sening

Wmch simply diVide world硒dichotomously good柚d eVil，觚d layer upon layer shows

spon衄Ⅱeously nle necessit)，锄d f．eaSibili够of decollsmJction of me intemal bimry opposition

Values beMeen sl岈ect and ob!ject，beMeen su场ects柚d wimin su场ect by tlle occ哪nce of

仃agedies witll loss and death of characterS．The key element of deco枷ctiIlg tlle binary

opposition Values bet、Ⅳeen subject and ob!ject is to deconstmct the bina巧opposition between

su场ects；sinlilarIy，t}le key element of decoI咖ctiIlg tlle bin龇y opposition vmues be“旧en
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subjects is t0 deconstruct tlle bin￡Ⅱy opposition within each su巧ect．Consequently，tIle

feasibily of deconstmction锄d reconstmction within subject of two protagonists Jack Burden

aIld Willie Stark also encouI．ages tlle deconstmction and reconstmction between subjects，

be“怡en subject锄d object．Thercupon，the rene、Val of the two protagonists instills the

optimistic belief into constmcting the hannonious life and socie妙．

Actually as one founder of New Criticism，Warren insists on fiction’s chief

characteristic of oneness_fo咖and content in a noVel are inseparable，me f岫ction of fo加in

a noVelis more thall tlle n踟『atiVe stmcture．The f．o衄c锄be regarded as the oVemll e腩ct that

me fiction creates and makes no distinction fbm me劬ction of content in tlle fiction．so

Ⅵ，arren represent the orientation of deconstruction趾d reconstmction in彳刀砌P殿，曙≥朋叠刀

f如m perspectives of botll me narrative stlllcture锄d the inten埝l values．Theref．ore，tlle

syntlletical inte巾retation of botll mIn．atiVe stn．Icl[ure锄d intemal values、^，ould naturally be

Warren’s origiIlalintention．

More than the literature Value，tlle noVel彳刀历P JQ馏’§施刀holds profouIld锄d lasting

practical sigIlific锄ce in me UIlited States．On tlle one h舭d“renects the触glIlented aIld

11i11ilistic situation of hum锄life髓d socie够、析t11 a glance of a politicallife scene in the Soutll

aRer t11e GreatDepression觚d the Second W6rld W打，which opens me mind for tlle people in

realistic锄d spiritual廿Duble at that time；on tlle otherhand it w撇s people of the ineVi讪ili锣
of舰gedy for hum锄life aJld societ)r in extreme binaD，opposition Values．彳刀历P鼢馏§朋叠，，，
嬲tlle pioneer of postmodem fiction in AmericaIl literature shows that acceptance is a key

、Ⅳ0rd锄d coexistent bom-alld廿lought should aIld also is bo岫d to take oVer tlle binary

either-or t110ught．Me锄wllile，tlle noVelinspires the confidence觚d belief in reconstmction

for hum锄s in desperate situlation．D肌te’s verSe朋叠玎f陀cJ}lP肠印P阳玎拍施万D，．沈，w眈on
me head page of the noVel exactly shows Wallren’s optimistic belief in walking out of the

economic and spiritual predicamerlt一-‘‘so long嬲hope has锄ything of green”．Therefore，the

light of ha珊ony which彳刀历P鼢，曙≥^和玎shines lights the lite“lry、)l，ay of posnnodem novels

in Ame^ca and ha姗onious、Ⅳay in modem world mll of material desires．
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Appendix I

Major EVents in■，，me脚翟朋7砌according to the order of Chapte飓：

Main
Chamer MaillPlot Time Place

Chamcter

delivered an e丘-ectiVe improVisational 、Ⅳay to hometown

Ⅵ啊llie speech弱GoVemor of tlle state in Mauson Ci够
1936

Stark took photos in old house t0 show his
at S嗽蠡m

Ch印ter happy m硎age，filial pie够&nostalgia

Ol豫 back room of
met Willie Stark for tlle first time 1922

Jack Slade’s poll llall

Bu|．den leR f．or Burden’s Landing to seek bribe
1936

Judge Ir“n’s by

of Judge I刑in、析t11 Willie&Sugar-Boy Willie’s Cadillac

、^，ent back白。矗lnn aRer being excluded

f．rom Coun哆1’reasurer due to llis just
1922 in M弱on Ci锣

reVelatioIl'then passed state bar ex锄

Willie
by self-study and bec锄e a lawyer

w嬲 set up by Harrison group aus a

St砌【 on me way t0

puppet candi(1a_te to cut down tlle baUot
1926 stuIIlping iIl

of tlle otller side．and tllen retImled law
M硒on City

Ch印ter
practice to make much money

bec锄e GoVemor for public suppon 1930 iIl me election
Two

inteⅣiewed Willie Sta|．k who w筋tlle
1922 in Willie’s home

Mason Count)，1'reaLsurer

met Willie again 1926 during stl姗ping

Jack quit job at tlle C锄，D刀fc跆锄d proceedS
AdalTl’s

Bu．den “Great Sleep”when occ船iomlly Visited

AdaIIl，A衄e and his fIather； 1930
apaItInent

served for state goVemment 岫der Govemor’s

Willie诵th Sadie Burke MaJlsion
‘

C11apter

田hree ’Ⅵllie waLs impeached but llis gro晰ng politic址 1933 Govemor’s

stark maLste肋ind succes§舢lly made mm I Mansion
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re印pointment as the Govemor 1934

visited his motller；
Jack

got to Judge Irwin’s for a dinner party； 1933 Burden’s L锄ding
Burden

recalled Adam，Anne and his parents

Chapter Willie
(not mentioned)

Four Stark

Jack
his incomprehension compeled him to

abt．
leave ofr dissenation，then a long s骶tCh State UniVers时

Bu】．den 191 8
of the 13reat Sleep c锄e up again

Jack’s first aLbt． bom in north

excursion 1 829 Georgia

inlD past： got to Gilben’s at

sto叮 of Valhalla．alld w嬲

tlwo uncles
1 849

giVen cha唱e of a

of Jack’s pl锄tation

f抽er went to college，

had an afrair wim

1851 Amlabelle Trice．

the谢fe of衔end

Dunc锄Trice

tlle affair w硒

f．0岫d by Dunc锄

C嬲s Mastem 、Vh0 committed
1 854

suicide for it；

then he retlH．Iled

to Mississippi

fIreed|lis slaves．

1 858 studied law in

Jackson

enlisted as a

priVate in the
1 861

Mississippi Rines

in the Civil War

was killed in a

1 864 battle outside

Atlanta
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2lbt． took cllarge ofKs

1848 brotller and sister

dbt． 、vas a cotton snob

1850 in Mississippi

bec锄e a colonel
1861

Gilbert Mastem in the Civil W打

1 870 again、Ⅳell ofr

1875
rich

n6

had a forl=uIle and
1880

lived in NewY．ork

Willie watched Tbm’s

(a little mentioned)wi廿l Jack Burden 1936
St砌【 football g锄es

Ellis’s dingy

印anlllent
visited llis f．ather Ellis

above lⅥexican
Burden who w觞upon the

restaur{ult around
Lord’s busiIless and

comer Soum FiRh

Jack’s
refused to tell觚ythjng

&Saim．Estiemle

second StI．eet
f．rom

excursion visitedAd锄and A。nne：

Ch印ter Aug．

Five Jack
int0 p嬲t， leamt‰t of Judge’s being

1936
about broke iIl 1913行omAdam； at mus哆&old

Bul．den t0
mansion of Ad锄bribe of le觚lt the fkt of Judge’s

M缸
and／Ume’s鼬erJudge getting out of fin柚cial

1937
IrwiIl predic锄ent by m盯巧iIlg a

rich woman fbm Anne

le锄tⅡle fact of Judge’s

in Miss Lily M雒

bribe tllat w鹊coVered by
Littlepau曲’s

Govenlor St卸ton l}om
house on tlle edge

of tlle slums．iIl
Miss Lily M犹Littlepau曲

Memphis

Ch印ter qua玎eled谢th Lucy矗bout tlleir Son fi．om

S议 Willie Tbm’s crash； Aug．

iIl ahospital

Stark 1936

commitlIed to hospital prI西ect，and to Govemor’s

iIlSisted JaCk’s pe雩掣ing Ad锄幻 Ma璐i。n
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become director of the hospital； MaL

1937

mid．
Jack learnt Amle had become Willie’s

May Jack’s room
Burden mis缸．ess

1937

Willie
(not mentioned) 。

Stark

ned、^，esM踟．d about 8 days out of the

Ch印ter news of Ame’s afjFair witll Willie
end of

Seven Jack when he recalled llis emotional histo巧
May in inthe West

BWden witll Amle觚d Lois(“Great Sleep”in
1937

ma币age problems)，at last Jack fouIld

a renewal self in“Great T岍tCh”

receiVed MacMurfce’s threatening-一

ms district Marvill Frey would

Cha舯er Willie
accuse Tbm of haVing impregnated 11is l a．te．

Govemor’s
dau曲ter if Willie won the Senate seat SUmmer

Eight St砌【 Mansion
r把xt year； in 1937

threatened back by menacing the bribe

of MacMurf-ee’s supporter Judge Ir、航n

in early JW圮，dr0Ve e硒删back，
Jack 锄d renected on“Great T、Ⅳitch”，锄d on the road of

Bul．den picked up a re如gee who、Vas sua’ering driVing back

舶m DustBowl June．

watched Adam pe怕咖ing锄 1937

operation of pref．rontal lobotomy Ad锄’s

、vhich was anomer manif．estation of ope阳ting room

“Great Twitch”for him

late．

persuaded Ad锄t0 remain director of Ad锄’s
SUmmer

the hospital for his promise州t11 Anne 印anment
1937

p．m．

Visited Lucy Stark for telling her what 1ate． Lucy’s sister’s

had happened with her son Tom； SUmmer poult巧f．跏l
in 1937
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tamed to Judge IrwiIl about me

conl【e)(t of MacMⅢfee &Willie；
aRer Bm．den’s

revealed llis hlo、析ng at．out Judge’s
menaCe L锄diIlg

bribe职wllich cauSed Judge’s suicide；

le锄ed Judge was his biological f≥曲er

le锄ed tllat he as the sole heir
3 days

aRer
iIlllerited the estate t11at Judge took tlle intlle Capitol

bribe
Judge’s

dea_m

Govemor’sgaVe hospital contact t0 G啪my
Autllmn

Larson、Ⅳho could control MacMurf．ee Mansion
iIl 1937

aJld Marvin Frey’s accusation

lmew Tbm w嬲i巧ured in footban Sat．

g锄e觚d waited for tlle results自Dm Nov．20．

doctors 1937

Sull． in me hospital
Willie

knew Tom would be paralyzed for t11e m0伽ng
St砌【

rest of lif．e 6．om Ad锄Stanton of Nov．

21．1937

Chapter
、Ⅳas shot by Adam who considered

A皿e’s affair、^，itll Willie wasⅡle Nov．22 in lobby of the
Ni眦

re嬲on of ms promOtion；but Adam iIl 1937 C印itol u11der

w嬲shot t0 deatll by Willie’s (Mon．) t11e dome

safeguard Sug小Boy

Govemor’s
knew Sadie would leave；

Mansion

fbm

Jack
got Lucy to hospital； 1937．

11．20
coun缸yside

Bul．den nIom 也e
attended tlle缸leral of Willie (Sat．)

Capitol

Burden’‘
．

attended the 6meI铂ofAd硼
L锄ding

Chapter Willie
(not mentioned since p嬲sing a、Ⅳay)

Ten Stark

J犹k

Burden spent days谢tIl Anne锄d le锄t that a SOme Bm．den’s

man told Ad锄dbout tlle a氖打r of Anne tiJne L觚ding
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觚d Willie oVer the anonymous phone aRer

f．unerals

in 1937

tlle

second
Visited Sadie Burke and l(Ilew Tiny

Duffy、vas the觚onym；
day aner Millett

talking Sanatori啪
leamt t11e tnml of Willie’s death

、^，itll

A玎皿e

remsed to worl【f．or the new Govemor
in t11e library

Tiny Duf耽锄d told Tiny that he knew
1938 art Govemor’s

about his role iIl Willie’s death．but
Mansion

finally decided not to pursue the matter

in nle

encountered Sugar．Boy；
newspaper

Feb． room of the

1938 libraD，

read news of Tbm Stark’s deatll．but did f}om

not go to tlle劬eml newspaper

Visited Lucy讪lo had adopted Tom’s May． Lucy’s sister’s

son锄d n锄ed him Winie 1938 poultD，f．锄
ma盯iedAmle．and cared for Ellis 1938

Burden’s

early
novel finished撒er Ellis’deatll Landing

1939

into me
SUmmer

leR Burden’s Landing convulsion of
in 1939

the world
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