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ABSTRACT

This article focuses on the temple fair of Dou village, Zhao County
in He Bei Province, in order to grasp the deep meaning of temple fair in
Dou Village, this paper try to embed the temple fair in the local social
structure and cultural background. Meanwhile, the fate of temple fair in
the process of modernization is also described in this paper.

Zhao County has a long history, which is famous for it’s prosperous
folk cultural. In recent years, many folklorists, sociologists and
anthropologists have been paying close attention to the popular religion in
Zhao County; lots of related articles were published. Most of these
articles are reviewed in the first chapter.

Dou Village is the field of my field work. Most of the materials of
this paper is collected in this village. In order to compare I also went to
another village named Fan Village to do my field work. In the second
chapter, 1 describe the economic life and cultural life of people in Dou
village and Fan village.

The third part of this his article concludes the organization and the
whole process of the temple fair. And then the main part of this paper
comes out. The meaning of the temple fair manifest in two aspect: the
first one is social meaning that is manifest in its role of uniting different
lineages in Dou village, and the ritual in the temple fair correspondents
with people’s lineage concept. The second meaning related to the
reproduction of traditional cultural values. The paper analyzes ritual that
local people held in the temple fair in order to grasp the logic of
reciprocity between God and human. Through the analysis, the
“reciprocity” is practiced in daily life by local people.

In addition, the situation of the popular religion is described by
comparing with another temple fair in Fan village. Finally, the author
proposes a model to explain the significance of the temple fair.
"Production chain" ring: This ring is composed by human reproduction,
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traditional culture reproduction. All of these are integrated and manifest
in temple fair. Thus, the significance of temple fair not only manifest in
terms of social structure and sense of family, but also in terms of the
reproduction of traditional cultural values.

Key words: Dou Village, temple fair, popular religion,
significance, reproduction
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