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Abstract

Flowing Stream is a Yunnan folk song that originated from the Bai
Nationality Autonomous Prefecture - Midu County in Dali. Its original
name was The Ridge Tune. This essay chooses three composers and their
three songs adapted from the folk song, Flowing Stream. It analyses and
compares these composers three compositions in terms of the tune’s form
structure, mode, harmony and texture. Flowing stream is the perfect
embodiment of Chinese folk songs in the pentatonic scale - the feather
tuning. In contrast the composers have adapted the original song, on the
piano, and created a dreamy artistic conception through the variable
harmony the piano provides. They give play to the unique expressive
force of the piano giving the original work a new and distinct character.
For example, through using the piano their fresh compositions have a
variety of chord structures with a colorful linear motion. The composers
make full use of changing the rhythm, harmony and polyphony of the
original song. Bao Yuankai’s version of Flowing Stream, pays great
attention to adding more colors to the original tune. Similarly, In terms of
the use of harmony, Li Yinghai’s version of Flowing Stream is both
traditional and creative, fully showing a beautiful and changeable melody.
Zhang Zhao’s version made a bold try in atonality. When the three
composers configured harmony, they widely drew on the useful

experience of Western harmony with multiple tonality, while striving to



keep national characteristics of the original. The three versions of
Flowing stream are all unique, in that, they all shape and express new
musical images, from the original theme. The pretty and touching
mountain air in Midu County gave inspiration to the composers’ talents,
especially in the rich changes of harmony and texture. They all made a
bold exploration in making the piano, a Western instrument, become part
of Chinese national culture heritage. Flowing Stream on the piano are
graceful, elegant compositions exemplifying the Chinese national style of

temperament and personality.

Key words: Flowing Stream,  the analysis techniques,

the differences and similarities of techniques
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