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Abstract

Abstract

The scope of shuihu opera discussed in this paper includes the story of shuihu as
the main content of the Opera, the legend, local opera and Beijing opera and other
forms of Chinese opera performances in the Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasty. Opera
was chosen as the study object is the result of the wide spread of the opera. At the
same time the opera as a form of entertaining is more easily to accept and enjoy by
the general public, and thus is more easily to have a direct impact on the daily lives of
people . And the chivalrous spirit is a value orientation that as the core behavioral
features and achieving fairness and justice of the life through non-institutionalized
means . On this basis, the paper compares the chivalrous spirit in the shuihu opera of
the Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasty with the chivalrous spirit as a whole and the
chivalrous spirit in the novel "Outlaws of the Marsh". As a result, the three are
basically the same. But in the Ming Dynasty , "loyalty to emperor and patriotism" is
the prominent feature of shuihu opera. Specifically, the chivalrous spirit in shuihu
opera in the Yuan Dynasty represents the people's social ideal in social bottom.It is a
grass-roots value orientation .While the chivalrous spirit in shuihu opera in the Ming
dynasty is " intellectualized ",which reflects the ideal of the elite. In the Qing Dynasty,
local opera and Beijing opera once again reflect the ideal of local society.

In addition, the chivalrous spirit in shuihu opera has had a great influence on
both intellectuals and the people in social bottom. For intellectuals, when there are

tensions and conflicts between cultural objectives and the institutionalized means to
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Abstract

achieve the objectives , the group of intellectuals tend to show greater affinity to the
chivalrous spirit in shuihu opera, which is used to ease the tensions and contradictions
between the social goals and means through the chivalrous spirit in shuihu opera. For
the people from social bottom, the poor condition of life makes them unable to
generate the intellectual’s taste . As long as someone can make them have food,
clothes and justice, even in the opera, he or she will get the worship of them. For
them, life's purpose is to solve food and clothing problems. They will use all means to
survive. Lucily, shuihu opera inspires them, as they can find one of the spiritual tools
for survival. Differed with the intellectuals, they excavate some elements which they
consider useful in the shuihu opera, and make them as a tool to change the unfair
reality. The elements which are considered useful, in other words, is the chivalrous
spirit in shuihu opera.

Key words: shuihu opera chivalrous spirit the intellectuals the people from
social bottom  social ideal
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