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Abstract

Chinese riddle, together with traditional Chinese painting with ink and wash,
calligraphy and Peking Opera, is among the “four wonders” of Chinese cultures and arts.
Having developed for thousands of years, not only has it become an important approach to
Chinese cultures, but also has acted as an important window to know features of Chinese
rhetoric. With profound folk base, Chinese descriptive riddle is closely connected with daily
language. Relatively, it is of higher systematic value and practical significance. This thesis
consists of the following four chapters.

Chapter One introduces signified, development and relative remarks of Chinese riddles,
tells the difference between descriptive riddles and context requiring mystery, and illustrates
foundation and research approach of this thesis.

Taking 4,748 descriptive riddles listed in Chinese riddle Daquan ({*FEiiE K4))
as resource, and using theories and methods of modern phonology, literary and artistic
phonology for reference, Chapter Two further researches rhythmic features of descriptive
riddles.

Taking the whole descriptive riddles in the above book as research object, using
thetoric, folklore and theories and approaches of cognitive linguistics for reference, Chapter
Three profoundly analyzes employment of figures of speech in descriptive riddles.

Chapter Four sums up research of descriptive riddles, affirms the elementary
achievement and recognizes shortcoming of this thesis.

As the main parts of this thesis, Chapter Two and Chapter Three hold that Chinese
descriptive riddles tend to form an article with four sentences, each of which is mainly
composed of five or seven words, and the adjourning sentences are in parallel. Its phonetic
pause always rests at the cross of feet. Studying Chinese riddles and rhyme poems together, it
can be found that their foot distribution share sameness and difference as well. Chinese riddle
is freer in tone collocation, and it has certain principle at the same time. Most of the riddles

rhyme with various forms and patterns. Creation of descriptive riddles usually makes use of
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rhetoric method, some of which is frequently used, some are seldom used, and some are
never used. Meanwhile, there is certain correspondent relationship between different types of
descriptive riddles and types and using frequency of rhetoric.

Features of this thesis lies in its sufficient absorbing relative theories and approaches,
paying attention to combination of qualitative and quantitative analysis, description and
illustration, and analysis and comparison.

Creativity of this thesis lies in its pioneering in comprehensive evidence research on
rhythm manifesting and rhetoric application of descriptive riddles. Meanwhile, this thesis
proposes constructive opinion on some questions such as origin of riddle, difference between
descriptive riddle and Context requiring mystery.

Academic value of this thesis lies in its help to promote academic circle’s knowledge of
descriptive riddles as one of Chinese pragmatic types, and its help to deepen academic
circle’s knowledge of game function and entertainment function of language. Practical value
lies in this thesis providing useful reference for healthy development of relative creation by

revealing rhetoric features and principles of descriptive riddles.

Key words: descriptive riddles, rhythm manifesting, rhetoric application
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