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ABSTRACT -

Shadowpuppet has a long history in China. In different part of the )
country the Shadowpuppet reflects special artistic features. XiJi
Shadowpuppet is an exotic flower with an aunique art features which
rooted in the soil of XiJi folk culture. Xiji Shadowpuppet have these
characters, namely exquisite workmanship, fine leather, clear level, bright
color, strong transparency, strong three-dimensional sense. The art design
is mainly on characters as well as backdrops, stage properties and
sceneries. Whatever the person’s head, body, limbs, all represents a
dynamic structure. This structure not only easy to perform, but also has
aesthetic value. Almost every tree and bush, a person, a substance ,even a
coat and a cap embeds the signs of colorful, rich ancient Chinese
traditional clothing. In the early 20th century, with the development of
flourishing Xiji Shadowpuppet, almost a small village has a large
Shadowpuppet team, their performance in most of the local temple
performances enriching the lives of local people.

In recent decades, as television, radio, Internet and other
communication tools of the popularity and rapid development, so the
traditional art Shadowpuppet’s audiences drop sharply. Because the
income cannot keep pace with the artist's social and economic

development and improved missing for art, apprenticeship initiative, as a
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result Xiji Shadowpuppet facing a crisis of survival. Shadowpuppet all
over the county had nearly a hundred classes before, now only left five or
six classes with crude work, shadowpuppet props and a small repertoire,.
incomplete civil and military band performing it essentially
paralyzed. The art brought joy to the villagers before gradually fades
away. X1ji Shadowpuppet Art is in crisis , that is to say staying in
hellhole. |

How can this traditional folk art protect better so as to passed along
continuously is an urgent need to address the problem. For this event, the
cultural sector of Xiji County launched an intangible cultural heritage
protection project by giving monetary support, device configuration, and
the troupe to the Xiji Shadowpuppet as a means of protection. In this
paper, the author relay on the data from field research and its combination
with the theory, analyze the original and developmental history of Xiji
Shadowpuppet as well as it continues by villagers. this papper also shows
its traditional appearance in the local culture of Xiji county and the
declaration for the county named Shadowpuppet performance classes
provide some theoretical support to effectively change the survival of Xiji
County Shadowpuppet, 1n state of Shadowpuppet classes, so that more
people understand and concern about Shadowpuppet puppetry, enable the
Shadowpuppet to be valued and protected, make the XilJi county

Shadowpuppet Art well saved and Inherited



This Paper divided into six parts:
Introduction: this part focus on the Origin and related topics through the
research that was reviewed, highlighting the paper's research ideas and
methods. -

Chapter I: describe and illustrate the Ecological ,geographic ,cultural
historical environment of Xiji county in order to emerge detailed
description of the Shadowpuppet and Xiji habitat.

Chapter 1I: made simple conclusion on the transmission spectrum
of Shadowpuppet in Xiji county, simply summarized the main subjects of
heritage , elaborately describe the old Shadowpuppet play artist Xi’s
preference of selecting Shadowpuppet Art and his lifespan and other
growth process of himself.

Chapter III: After successive, constantly inheritance improvement ,
the production process of Shadowpuppet is a major highlight of Xiji
Shadowpuppet play, Shadowpuppet play in this chapter mainly of two
parts on the production skills of Xiji heritage and social organizations and
it’s class inheritances are discussed. Xiji Shadowpuppet of the production
of superb color moist, choice of materials from production to the
production process of each procedure, the combination of Shadowpuppet
play artists have all the wisdom, highlights of Xiji Shadowpuppet folk
which  rooted in the soil of Xiji with strong flavor. Shadowpuppet of the
local organizations in the X1j1 community has more native features, from

6



the classification of the film box to the stage arrangement, from the
inherited script to the choice of instruments are strongly embed in  Xiji
Shadowpuppet’s close relationship with the local people's daily life and
its successive traces through its whole development.

Chapter Four: focus on the main development of the status of Xiji
Shadowpuppet, Shadowpuppet local government sector protection.
meanwhile the author puts forward some recommendations on the
protection and perfection of Xiji Shadowpuppet.

chapter five: conclusion. reviews the main contents of this papper,
emphasizing the imminent protection of Xiji Shadowpuppet and its
significance to protect it.

KEY WORDS Xiji county shadowpuppet ,inherite ,protection
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