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Abstract

Abstract

This dissertation is titled Recalling the Memory of Classical Aesthetics. It
examines the production of classic cultural and historical documentaries in recent
years, researches the influence of classical aesthetics and values on the production of
contemporary cultural and history documentaries, discusses on the theories vV
programs are following to convey classical cultural and humane messages, gain and
loss of innovation and practices of documentary productions, therefore surveys the

current positioning of classical culture.

Historical and cultural documentary filmmaking in China has paid great attention
to the subjects of classical Chinese culture and art in recent years, which has became a
distinct phenomenon in modern cultural thoughts. Great works such as The Forbidden
City, The Rising of Great Nations, The Winter Palace, Damming Palace,
Five-thousand years with Chinese Characters, Dunham, New Silk Road, Retelling the
Story of Yangzi River, Wudang Mountain, have greatly enriched and improved the

creation and research of film and television art.

This dissertation relates to many creative practices and theoretical thoughts of the
author and many other practitioners. It analyses the influence of Chinese classical
aesthetics on documentary film makers, and points out that the creation of thoughts
and images bridges the film makers’ Chinese aesthetics experience and documentary

production.

Second, the dissertation analyses the switching thoughts and images between the
aesthetic features of all kinds of classic art forms and cultural and historical
documentaries. In this chapter, the author respectively elucidates, by combining his
own creative practices, how classical literature and poetry, painting, music, fine art
theory, material and immaterial cultural heritages provide inspiration and nourishment
to film and television production. Especially worth mentioning, the characteristic of
film and television art creation is that in practice we will photograph and record a
large quantity of existing ancient art works, including as calligraphy, painting, china,

bronze, mural and sculpture, as well as the architecture in preserved cultural relics and
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immaterial cultural heritage such as Guqin, Beijing Opera, and Kunqu Opera. The
recreation, compiling and communication of those ancient cultural achievements
through film and television art creation have both practical significance and archival

value for pursuing the value of returning to classical aesthetics.

Third, the dissertation also talks about the application and approaches of classical
aesthetics in historical and humane documentaries, in other words, how the film
makers utilize TV media to realize classic aesthetic thoughts and images. During the
analysis and study, the author will employ the research of written materials, video
footage materials and audio materials, the interpretation of documents and ancient
artworks, the film and television scriptwriting, photographic techniques such as time
lapse from a fixed spot, the development and creation of new technology of film and
television such as 3D computer graphics, the special application of film and television
art such as re-enactment, music and other audio works such as background soundtrack,
opening and closing music, quotes from scholars and witness, and editing and
postproduction, and seeking for academic support from experts with authority in a
certain field. Meanwhile, the author emphasizes the balance of three relationships in
TV and film productions: media value, public demands and the personal vaules of the
film makers. It remains an important technique and method to in film and TV art

creation how to balance the three relationships and how to be supportive to each other.

The dissertation also compares Chinese classic aesthetics pursuit and that of
foreign countries, pointing out that as both are cultural documentaries, Chinese and
foreign productions don’t share the same production cost or common focus. In this
case, the two methods as” back to fact itself” and “creating thoughts and images” are
practiced by film makers from different cultural backgrounds. It also goes through the

Chinese image in other documentaries and films.

Last chapter of the dissertation talks about how many audience documentaries
can reach and how to reach them in a perspective of communications, and further
discuss how to make documentaries with classic aesthetics elements well accepted by
both Chinese and international audience. In this dissertation the author will employ
various historical and humane documentary programs he produced to illustrate and

analyze the viewership, social repercussion, the width and depth of the
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communication during the broadcasting and distribution of the documentary works.
There are mainly six communication channels, including television stations, theaters,
websites, new media, book publications and DVD publications. The promotions see
five different channels, print media, the Internet, radio, television and inter-personal
communications. The author of the dissertation focuses his study on the international
film and television works’ mainstream communication channels and current situation,
esp. those in Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan. The dissertation’s also seeking to make
the film and television works with Chinese classical aesthetic values aired in

mainstream international channels.

Key words:
Film and television art, classical aesthetics, mass communication
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