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Abstract

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) , one of the greatest German composer in the
entire European music history. His five piano concertos pushed the development of
music to a new height. His Piano Concerto No.3 in C minor, Op.37, was composed from
1800 to 1801 and fist played by Beethoven in 1803, which was his masterpiece,
indicating the maturity of his musical transition. This piece of work has certain impact on
the future composers and music.

I choose the playing analysis of Piano Concerto No.3 in C minor as a specific
object and analyze from the works dealing with creative background, characteristics of
creation and form structure. In this thesis I compare different performance versions and
analyze my playing practice. I hope it can help researchers with in-depth analysis and
discussion of other concerto.

This paper includes four chapters. The first chapter is a summary about
Beethoven’s life and his four stages of creation. Chapter two and three make a thorough
analysis of characteristics of creation and form structure. The fourth chapter is an
important part which makes a detailed analysis from the aspects of Timbre, Melody,
Speed, Rhythm and Piano pedal. And in chapter five, compare three performance

versions from three pianists with different nationalities, times and schools of thought.

Key words: Beethoven; Piano Concerto No.3 in C minor, Op.37;

characteristics of creation; performance analysis; playing skills
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