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ABSTRACT

Jingyun Dagu formed at the last year of the Qing Dynasty, and popular in both Beijing and Tianjin,
Jingyun Dagu is one of the famous music art forms of the northemn part of our country, and it is widely
called "south play north drum" (“Play”refers to Suzhou Tanci). Jingyun Dagu lasts for one hundred years,
and has a high prestige in national drum performance. Since it is sung in Beijing dialect, and performed in a
form of “talking and singing”, which means that in the performance there are occasional spoken words in
Beijing dialect while singing is the main part, and covered by the subjects of those popular historical stories,
such as some selections in The Romance of The Three kingdoms and A Dream of The Red Mansions, and
presented in simple forms, it has gained high popularity among the mass, and it is also crowned as the king
of Chinese folk art forms.

However, at present, as the development of market economy and the spread of TV and the Internet,
Jingyun Dagu has gradually faded out of people’s daily lives, and has become a national “non-material oral
cultural heritage”. Faced with this pitiful decline of that once popular folk art form, we really think it is
worthwhile to meditate on its significance. According to present documents and materials, this thesis will
give a generalization and a conclusion, as well as a comparative analysis. It will narrate the historical

development of Jingyun Dagu and its practical issues, furthermore, it will present an argumentation
for its scientific authority, as well as the features of it as referential materials from three aspects: that is, the
process of its formality and development, the features of operatic tunes of different opera schools and a
comparison between different opera schools in operatic tunes, and then the points which can be draw on
Jingyun Dagu by our national folk music. This thesis contains these main parts:

(1) IntroductionThis part traces the historical origin and general conditions on the development of
Jingyun Dagu, dating from the formality, to its sliver age, and then to its renaissance during the 1950s and
1960s after the foundation of People’s Republic of China, till the decline during recent years, this thesis
will discuss and study the features of its development and arias features, as well as its representatives and
outstanding masterpieces of different periods.

(2) This part will make an analysis of the fundamental features in Jingyun Dagu performance from
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four angles: firstly, the characters of singing lyrics; secondly, the characters of the three main kinds of
operatic tunes as well as that of the three derivative operatic tunes; thirdly, the classical model or style of
Jingyun Dagu and the applications of its operatic tune methods; fourthly, the relationship between its
operatic tunes and its lyrics.

(3) This part will deal with the comparison of the characters of different vocal schools and different
school themselves. Through a comparative and contrasting an'alysis of the vocal features of its
representatives which belongs to different vocal schools, and of the varied vocal styles, and distinctive
designed characters in varied representative works, this part will not only draw a conclusion of the features
of each vocal school but also give a comparative study about the differences and similarities between varied
vocal operatic tunes.

(4) This part will study which advantageous points can be draw on in the operatic tune of Jingyun
Dagu by our national vocal music, and this is the most creative part of the whole thesis, as well as the real
significance in the study of Jingyun Dagu.

This chapter will mainly deal with these several respects, namely, the utterance, the proceedings on the ’
way of melody, the features of its “talking and saying” in its singing lyrics, and its art proceedings of lyrical
selections. Furthermore, a search for the integrating point of operatic tunes in Jingyun Dagu and our
national vocal music will be followed, which is designed to argue for the beneficial points Jingyun Dagu
can bring to national vocal music. It is hopeful that our national vocal music can benefit from the essence
of Jingyun Dagu and other folk art forms, while the advantages of our national traditional cultures will

carry the profound national culture forward in a creative way.

KEY WORDS: Jinyun Dagu,historical development,operatic tunes,comparison,reference
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