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ABSTRACT

Today, under the strong impact of different cultures in China in the twenty-first century, the
opera is honored as the “quintessence” due to its nature combined of various classical and cultural
¢lements. Embedded in the extensive and profound Chinese culture, the art of opera, with its rich cultural
heritage influences generations of Chinese people. As the saying states, the more the national character,
the more the universal. To make Chinese culture to the world, protecting a unique cultural, universal
national essence and carrying forward the opera quintessence falls on the shoulders of fundamental
education. The more “native” is often more popular worldwide. Full development and utilization of local
music resources enables young students to access local music. By immerging them in local music earlier in
age, they can be impressed deeply by it as well as the profound culture essence. With the value of local
music in mind, the students can be embodied of national self-confidence, pride, and establish a consistent
humanistic spirit of the national values. For the best of opera culture, and to encourage more young people
to accept opera in the cultural life, Ministry of Education introduced two years ago the Peking Opera into
the classroom of the provinces and cities in China. Besides Peking Opera, various local operas also can
enter the classroom. China has vast territory where dialect tunes coexist; folk customs vary widely and
local operas are of great variety. Local opera’s value is more than it is geographical size; it carries strong
regional culture and history. In this background, Anhui Province, to encourage local opera education,
proactively introduces the local opera into provincial schools. When the pilot schools gain enough
experience in the implementation of "Sizhou Opera in the Classroom" activities, the education will
gradually be spread to wider areas, to let it take root among the masses. Located in the birthplace of the
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Sizhou Opera, No.1 Elementary school of Si county is one of the pilots. It has successfully established a
children's art troupe, learning to sing Sizhou Opera.

The "Drama in the Classroom" curriculum studies can benefit students in not only increasing
love for traditional culture, arts but also can prompt students to actively explore opera culture; which in
turn is beneficial to the development and the use of local drama resources for students who like these local
music. In this way, with young people love the local and traditional opera, the valuable native musical

culture can always flourish,

KEY WORDS :SiZhouXi, classroom,Opera culture
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