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Abstract

Abstract

The evolvement of garment reflected the development of the Republic of China.
As one of the most important dresses—qipao, the problem of its development
procedure is worth deeply research and discussion. There are many scholars making
research on contemporary mandarin gown. However, most of these researches laid
emphasis on the style, adornment, tailor and sewing. Although its material had been
critical factor on quality of garment’s surface, there is few of the specifically and
generally direct observation and analysis on the object materials of Qipao.

The article makes specific research into 439 mandarin gowns collections of the
1930s and the 1940s of the 20™ century. On the basis of looking up into a vast amount
of the history materials, the article makes an attempt to organize the material style and
adopted printing and dyeing based on the materials categories and textile structure. In
the mean time, the article analyzes certain objects. The author applies some research
methods such as recording, classifying, comparison, statistics and reasoning and so on.
In the end, some conclusions have been drawn as followed:

B From the fabric materials, the materials of mandarin gown in the Republic
China concluded cotton, fur, silk and linen, among which the use of
mulberry silk was dominant. The chemical fiber and mixed chemical fiber,
silk and fur were on increase.

B From the organic structure, there were applications of plain cloth, twill,
flannelette in the cotton textile, while there were more applications of coarse
and finesse clothing in fur textile. There were more applications of satin,
cotton crepe and textile silk in silk fiber. There was no evidence of
application of traditional types of thin silk, thick silk and satin in objects.

The knitting lace fabric was widely used in Qipao materials -
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B From the vein and dyeing, the vein keeps the traditional characteristics.
There is a vein that originates from western modemn art. Artificial dyeing
dominates dyeing style. Direct dyeing, discharge dyeing and off dyeing are
used. Direct and discharge dyeing occupies much. There is a variety of
colors in mandarin gown material, among which blue is common used.

Based on the result of samples, no matter what the ingredients of fiber and the

9 textile structure and the vein, color and dyeing are, Qipao materials bear the character
changing from traditional style to western clothing character. As a whole, due to the
impact of social development and western garment culture, mandarin gown materials
orient to simple, modern and multiple development and gradually reveal the
characteristics of incorporating things of diverse culture and having a thorough
knowledge of Western and Chinese culture.

Key Words: The Republic of China, history of dress, Qipao, object, material, vein
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