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Abstract

The strong customs and folk art of the Central Shaanxi Plain cradled the
Fengxiang clay sculpture, a folk art form of distinct regional style, which
displays unique spatial consciousness that crosses two-dimensional surface and
three-dimensional space. With its meticulous line drawing and sharp color
contrast, Fengxiang clay sculpture demonstrates its art style and aesthetic value
system, namely, a decorative art system that is formed in 2.5 dimensional space
with smooth looks and the combination of intrinsic colors and contrasting colors.
This art system reflects not only the aesthetic taste but also the way the
Fengxiang folk artists communicate with the world through the creation of art
works. Its art spirit is all about the pursuit of perfect eternity and infinite spiritual
world.

Professional craftsmen are so keen on their workmanship; artists emphasize
the play of styles and tastes. Folk artists, including the Fengxiang clay sculptors,
skillfully balance the these two extremes---focusing on workmanship while
enjoying the play of styles and tastes. The self-awareness of the plays turns the
folk artists into the primary characters in the folk activities. Through the
manipulation of a kind of virtual performance context, they help the country
folks carry out some holy rituals, and realize self-perfection and spiritual
transcendence. This shows that Fengxiang folk artists have profound
understanding of the rules of aesthetic creation. They follow tradition, abide by
rules (specific forms and styles ), and inherit value system to form their own
vision and broadmindedness. In the meantime, they create and discover new art
through the interaction with nature.

With the fast urbanization of the Chinese countryside, migration, and
industrialization of folk artwork, the development of Fengxiang clay sculpture is

encountering deeper conflict between its primitive situation and the trend to be
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urbanized, which has become the critical issue that affects the future
development of this folk art. In the meantime, some short-sighted practices are
gradually becoming the bottleneck that can determine the life and death of this
art form. The widely occurring perfunctory manufacturing practices without rules
are undermining the image of the art form itself. Therefore, rules and schemas are
definitely needed since they are not only related to the aesthetic creation but also
run through the entire development of the folk art.

Materials and craft are the vehicles and channels through which the art of
Fengxiang clay sculpture can be inherited generations after generations. The
lifespan of the clay sculpture can be greatly expanded in a highly effective and
economic way with its rustic nature being well preserved. As a result, its
practicality and collection value can be further enhanced. With the help of
modern management science and in the bigger context of commercial culture, it
is especially essential to reshape the character of Fengxiang clay sculpture by
providing solid evidence, analyzing, restructuring, and optimizing the production
and management model. The integration of scientific research and art spirit will
by all means provide the art of Fengxiang clay sculpture with wider opportunities

in its future development.

Key words: folk art, Fengxiang clay sculpture, function, message, schema, inherit
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